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J • am amazed by how 
many vultures there 

Short 


cOaidc' ’ 


Own goal at Sta mford Bridge 



at ‘sad 

lies’ 


Lucy Ward and 

Michael WhH» 


I N a passionate deniinci 
ation of the “vultures' 
she claims have tried to 
smear her reputatioa. 
International l>evelop- 
ment Secretary Clare 
Stac^ has accused a fellow 
cabinet minister o( spreading 
malieiohs lies about her, it 
was disclosed yesterday. 

The television documen- 
tary in which she makes the 
remarks will provoke further 
questioos over the outspoken 
Ms Short's judgment, which 
was called into question late 
last year after she said that 
the Montserrat islanders, 
seeking aid after a volcano 
eruption, would be "asking 
for golden elephants next". 

The film shows her accus- 
ing an unnamed ministerial 
colleague of tailing a journal- 
ist that during a Cabinet 
meeting sbe had likened the 
Ulster Unionists to the Ku 
Kluz Elan. She denies mak- 
ing the remarks, but adds: 
"It's just utterly malicious, 
it’s someone from within the 
Cabinet because it's a lie 
about a rtisriissinn that did 
take place. It’s very sad. It’s 
extraordinary that people on 
your own side would do soch 
things." 

M5 Short admits sbe has 
been damaged, as well as per- 
sonally "bruised and bat- 
tered". by her Montserrat 
rytmirtantfi. but insists Others 
have attempt^ to use the 
gaffe against her. She says: *T 
am anuiMri by bow many vul- 
tures there are out there try- 
ing to pick my eyes out” 

It emerged yesterday that 
Ms Short's officials, who got 
Downing Street permission 
before the docummitary went 


had asked "whether we could 
see our way throu^ to mak- 
ing life easier ibr them by 
removing the line in which 
Clare spoke of leaks from 
within the Cabinet”. He said 
no. 

!Ms Short has ridden out a 
series of alleged gaffeg, in- 
cluding referring before the 
election to "dark forces" 
within Labour. She clainta jn 
tbe fihn , which follows her 
through her first months in 
government, to have lost 
some <tf her political mho- 
cence since the election. 

TOny Blair last niidxt de- 
clared his support fbr her. 
further proof that Downing 
Street is determined not to let 
Fleet Street pick off 
ministers. 

"He likes Clare Short, be 
respects Clare Short and he 
thinks she's a good cabinet 
minister.” said the Prime 
Minister’s spokesinan. 

For good measure, the 
spokesman said he had 
attended every cabinet meet- 
ing since May i and “never 
heard” the remarks which 
anonymous sources attrib- 
uted to Ms Short in some 
reports. 

Last week, an inter-depart- 
mental tussle broke out after 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, revealed plaju to take 



Gullit asks for £3m a year. But gets Fiis P45 


JMm DuncMii 
C^orts Correspendant 


R 


UUD GULLIT’S 
image as the accept- 
able (if miri<mlab ly 
^Dntch) face of 
English fbotbaU was in tat- 
ters last night as he was 
sacked by Chelsea four 
months befhre' the «wm of 
his contract because the 
club “stmply could not af- 
ford what he was asking". 

Gnittt, whose erudition 
as much as Mb dreadlocks 
set him apart from the ma- 
jority of Engjlsh football 
managers. Is thow j^* to 
have asked for an improve- 


oonteact to carry on as 
playei>maiiager. 

Last night there were 
suggestions he iifld sought 


back partial responsihility fhr ment in his £l.6mfHion 
Britain’s remaining 13 ctdo- nwwiini wage to Btp« a new 
Dies from Ms Short’s Depart- ' ■ 

ment for International 
Development 

Sources close to her said 
sbe did not know which cabi- 
net minister had all^edly 
briefed against her. 

The documentary sees Ms 
Short adopting a familiar 
combination of outspoken- 
ness, rtrniiiA admowledgmeDt 


nlmost to dooble bl? salary 
to £3.1 nitTtinn. or £60,000 a 
week. 

Re was already being 
paid £600,000 more thaw 
tile next best-paid manager, 
Alex Fmguson, who has 
won two leagoe and cup 
“doubles” with Manchester 
United and Is paid £i mil- 
Uonayear. 

At a lunchtime meeting 
GnlUt is said to have 
stormed out and bi* con- 
tract was terminated. 

'Unfortnnately while we 
were prepared to give Ruud 
a contract which we believe 
would have made bim the 
best-paid manager in the 
Premiership, ’* said Colin 
Hntcbiiison, the club’s 
managing director. *‘we 
were not able to meet what 
he wanted and expected.” 

Gullit, however, said he 
was amazed by Chelsea’s 


claims. He foond out about 
hJs dismissal by ' teii> p|ione 
from a director of Hay nnri 
Robertson, with whom he 
has a kit deaL One of the 
company's stock brokers 
had seen the news on his 
information screen. Gultit 
was later visited by Mr 
Hntchinson and the Chel- 
sea chairman. Sen Rates. 

“I was astoonded to find 
ont that 1 have been 
replaced as Cheteea coach 
by Gianloca Vialli.’’ said 
GnlUt. yesterday. “1 was 
only asked to attend one 
meeting in the lasreix 
m onth s to discuss the 
ftitiire. At no time during 
my discussion was there 
any doubt in my mind that I 
would re-sign. I specifically 
told anyone who asked that 
1 would sign a new deal 
after more talks.” 

Gullit is livid at anggtw- 


tlons that he has been 
greedy and has called his 
own press conference for 
this morning. “I am com- 
mitted to Chelsea, and in 
particular to the fans, 
whose dreams X have tried 
so hard to falfiL It is incor- 
rect for Colin Hutchinson 
to state that Chelsea Foot- 
ball Club tried to negotiate 

with me for three months 

there were no 
negotiations.” 

There always seemed two 
sides to Gullit. He was wor- 
shipped by tens for haring 
brought - a trophy, last 
year's FA Cup, to the ctub 
in his first year and for 
haring made a uiimh^ of 
big-money, high-profile for- 
eign signings, biggest 
among them Gianfranco 
Zola, the Italian interna- 
tional whose goal beat Eng- 
land at Wembley last AprlL 


However, club Insiders 
say Gullit was considered 
ereogant by those in power. 
The former Chelsea star 
Peter Osgood accused him 
of a lack of inter^ in the 
clnb; 

“I don’t think Ruud was 
interested in managing 
Chelsea,” he said. “He Is an 
mrrogant man. Vialli is in a 
difiterent class.” 

Rumours' hari circnlated 
about internal problems at 


tile club after the players 
held a meeting without 
Gullit two weeks ago. 

ITie new manager, itaHan 
striker Vialli, has been 
dropped by Gullit in recent 
months. “This is the most 
unbelievable and most im- 
portant thing that has hap- 
pened in the whole of my 
career,” he said of his 
appointment 


Sport 98 eover story 


{Adams gets tough over talks 


(tf errors and 

s^^tto"ha ve the othera' failure to appreciate Warning from S nn Fein chief on 
had^deSn^ PWw start of the programme: ‘Tm risk posed by expulsion threat 

j.. eolne to try and be good. I al- 

**“_ j_ T 1 *a1m 


the BBC had declined. Peter 
Gill, the reporter who made 
the programme, Clare’s New 
World, to be screened on 
BBC2 tomorrow, said aides 


ways do, but I cant help 
being me.” 

Admitting she wOL have to 
be "a little bit more carefol’’. 
she says; “I fear I will carry 
on irritating some be- 

cause some people are very 
imtahle." 

Ms Short also claims Jour- 
nalists foil to check facts be- 
fore writing up off-iwcoi^ 
briefings motivated by inte^ 
departmental turf wars. 

Mhiistexs admit that fiy-on- 
tbe-waU documentaries are a 
high-risk prospect for politi- 
cians as for other public offi- 
cials. Since May 1. Mr Cook 
and Gordon Brown have co- 
operated with such films. 

Mr Brown's TV profile elio- 


I JotaHidlin 
Ire lan d C otv a pofiiieii l 


ERRY Adams yester- 
day issued a veiled 
{warning over the 
fixture itf the ceasefire if 
tile British and Irish govern- 
ments eapal Sinn Fain fiom 
the multi-party talks. Tbe 
party, foces expulsion after 
the IRA was linked to two 
murders in Belfast this week. 

Asked whether Sinn Fein 
would put jffessure of the IRA 
to stuk to its ceasefire, Mr 
Adams said his party would 
continue to press for an end 
to all' HTUngg Blit he aririaH* 


ivu JVLLVrwu 9 a v y ‘y I “^ guestimi could be better 

itod critical comment, as did piit in terms of how influen- 
Jonatban Dlmbleby's Tlxe tial we would be if we were 
Last Governor, a flattering dumped out of a process we 
of Chris Patten, the haveev^ri^tobein.” 
fotxner Hong Kong governor. Last ni^ the JRA insisted 


its ceastflre remained Intact 
despite "speculation sur- 
rounding recent iriiTingg hi 
Bdfosf ’. It issued a statement 
in Dublin pia<HiTng h wanted 
a climate which would foehi- 
tate democratic nq^rtiatious. 

Mtenwhile, the Ulster Dem- 
ocratic Party, currently ex- 
pelled fitun the Northern Ire- 
land peace talks, is to re-enter 
them at Qie end of February, 
the NorOieni Ireland Minis- 
ter, -Paul Muiplv, said last 
ni^L He bad earlier met 
reseotatives of the party. 

Sinn Fein’s foiluie so for to 
make any pn^ress at the con- 
ference table, coupled with the 
recent spate of sectarian kiU- 
ings of Catholics, has qiarked 
growing unrest within tte 
r^ublican movement. Mlnifr 
ters fear that any suspensicm 
of SwiTi Fein would bring an 
end to the IRA ceasefire. 


restored last July. Without 
Sinn Fein, the taiiw could 
founder. Mr Adams B a l d yes- 
terday: 'They would not be 
worth a penny candle:” But if 
tile IRA Is confiimed to be be- 
hind either attack, allowing 
Sinn Fein to stay would be to 
turn a blind eye to Qie Mitch- 
ell princicdes ot peace a 
democracy. 

The governments would 
also be' accused of foilhig to 
^ply the rules consistenfiy 
in the of the UDP’s ex- 
pulsion last manth. The Ul- 
ster lAUonlsts would conrider 

a walk-out, which would col- 
lapse the process. 

Mr Adamb mounted a two- 
pronged plea for Sinn Fein to 
be allowed to stay. Re be- 
lieved that the IRA ceasefire 
was intact And Sinn Fein do; 
rived its place at the negotiati- 
ng table solely from its elec- 
toral mandate. He called gn 
those behind this week’s kill- 
ings to claim responsibility. 

Martin McGuhuess, simi 
Fein’s diief negotiator, prom- 


ised the party would be at Dub- 
lin Castie on Monday the 
venue for tbe taUf* next week. 
Be did not exp^ Rinn peui -to 
be expelled, but if it was, it 
would aim quiddy to return. 

Mr McGuinness ta ld: “We 
are not going to be 
or distracted by any 
by whoever in the wayt few 

days. We are going to perse- 
with a peace strategy 
that we are absolutely com- 
mitted to. We believe zt b** 
saved many, many lives over 
the years.” 

Ronnie Flanagan, RUC 
chief constable, is expected to 
say soion who he thinire was 
behind the murders of loyal- 
ist Bobby Douean. 38. a n d 
Brendan 33 ^ a Cath- 

olic drugs d^er. The Irish 
National Liberation Army 
has denied involvement 
Detectives are convinced 
that the IRA was responsible, 
and ctmfinned that a gnn 
used in a previous murdw 
^rect Action Against Drugs 
tom to page £, cotnnui 3 
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oontmoed&ompage 1 
was used to kfll Mr CampbdL 
OAAD is a £ront oi^anisatlGn 
forthelRA- 

But the attacks may not 
have been sanctioned by the 
IKA leadership, and mounted 
instead by frustrated hard- 
liners. The goveriunents 


Sketch 


Discord drowns 
out the plot 


I REASURY questions in 
I the Commons has come 
I to resemble an opera by a 
modem composer — Harrison 
Birtwistle perhaps. It is dis- 
cordant; imexpected notes in- 
trude into the theme. Just 
when you think you know 
where the music is ^ing, cu- 
rious **plink pliok” noises ap- 
pear, dragging it off in an- 
other direction. 

In the background is the 
rumbling ba^ of the Chan- 
cellor. He is chanting statis- 
tics at us. 'Twenty-two mil- 
lion!" he proclaims, followed 
by "a £ 1.2 billion windfall 
levy”, and “£500 biUlon!” 
^hind him a chorus of sy- 
cophants is ging in g in coun- 
terpoint ‘The Government is 
improving nhud care disre- 
gard.” they cry. "Does that 
reply not show that the British 
government Is taking a lead 
and that other European 
Union countries are following 
our lead!” says another. 

The audience cranes for- 
ward earnestly, tryi^ to 
understand the musk, desi^- 
ate to pick up a thread, terri- 
fied of appearing philistine. 
Ofoers however, upper-class 
yahoos, are determined to dis- 
rupt the performance by jeer- 
ing and hissing. 

David Heathcoat-Amory, a 
Tory spokesman, tried to sabo- 
tage the m^erwork. He 
pointed out that Business Age 
had accused the Paymaster- 
Gcmeral, GeoBliey Robinson, 
of maki^ a fortune buying 
and seTling companies tO and 
from the late Robert Maswell, 
that model (tffllnancial 
bity. Should not Mr Robinson 
resign? 

Alistair Darling, the Chief 
Secretary, tried to quieten the 
hecklers by accuung them in 


tumof ignoring tZie mls-sdll- 
ing of pensions. 

By this time, the audience 
was bewildered. What could it 
mean? A labour lickspittle 
averred that die new jobs 
plans were “good news for 
business, and a great deal for 
the unemployed!” 

The Chancellor broke off 
from his recitative of statistics 
(**363,000 at an 80 per cent mar- 
ginal rate, 100,000 at 90”) to 
rally support. 

'TSvery member of this 
House should regard themself 
as an Ambassador for the New 
Deal'” he cried, like Hbnry V 
at Aginoourt (**And gentle- 
men in Eln^and, now abed, 
shall think thems^^ ac- 
cursed they were not at a Wd- 
fore to Work seminar and 
workshop . . .”} 

A counter-tenor voice cuts 
in. It is Peter LUley , the 
shadow chancellor, who in ap- 
pearance, voice and manner 
more closely resembles Niles 
Crane in Frasier every day. He 
is jabbering: **Tax credits . . . 
new system of quarterly pay- 
ments . . . corporation rate tax 
increase.” Even the most en- 
thusiastic fawfl of modem 
music are beginmng to have 
tbelr doubts. 

Finally, t he villain himself, 
Geoffrey Robinsmi, appears at 
the despatch box. Melodra- 
matically, he points forward. 
Labour h^ hdped pension- 
ers. The other side should 
hang their heads in shame! 

A Tory, Ian Bruce, one of 
the trolls of the mountain lair, 
points back at him. Ihe best 
way of keeping tax rates down 
for pensioners would be for 
rich businessmen not to ke^ 
their assets oBshorel 

Mr Robinson is outraged. 
"You should be ashamed of 
your question,” be shouts, as 
the horns and timpani ruixible 
threateningly. 

But why? What is shamefbl 
about attadong a taxation 
minlsterwhohaskept£12mn- 
UoD of his own loot entirely 
free of tax? The audience, 
minally baffled, runs to the 
crush bar, hoping that the 
second half w^ be Pucdni*s 
GreatestHIts. Butifs the 
Scotland Bin (Committee), so 
fhe/reoutofludL 


Review 


Ballad repertoire 
with class touch 


John Fordham 


Tomnqr Smith 

Pisa Ejqsrass, Soho 

T ommy smith, the Scot- 
tish tenor saxophonist 
and composer, man^ g p^g 
to he both singularly dedi- 
cated and possessed of a 
worldly shrewdness at the 
same time. Butlfhewasoneof 
the lean-and-thoughtfijl, pho- 
togenic ja& stars of the mu- 
sic’s britf media boom in foe 
1980s. he was never so preoc- 
cupied with his image that its 
promotion drowned out foe 
musk. 

This we^ his new CD. 
Sounds Of Love, neatly 
emeiges in time for Valen- 
tine’s Day. But there’s nothing 
fluffy about the musk he 
plays on it. 

Smith has grown increas- 
ingly inierestJi^ over a longer 
career than he looked as if he 
could possibly have had. He 
was a teenage prodigy in Scot- 
land in the eaiiy 1980s, and 
had been on national TV play- 
ing foe sax at 15 — then went 
to foe US to study and joined 
vibraharpjst Ga^ Burton’s 
band. 

He has gone through a John 
CoUraoe phase, and a Jan Gar- 
barek phase, and at times in 
Sounds Of Love implies he’s 


going further back to a Stan 
(3etz phase. But Sznifo's con- 
trol and perfectionism are 
something to behold, and he 
generally commanded the 
rapt attention of foe Pizza Ex- 
press (give or take a few jab- 
berers in foe back tables) by 
taking the risk of peifonning 
a virtually all-ballad 
repertoire. 

He was considerably aided 
in this by the accompaniment 
of Julian Joseph on piano, 
who seems capable of inject- 
ing intensity into evezTtbing 
and hardly ever plays a dlch6, 
even in styles nsua^ littered 
with them. Joseph, who hadn't 
even seen foe musk before foe 
night's show, struck up an un- 
expectedly harmonious 
relationship with Ronnie 
Scott's former drummer Mar- 
tin Drew, one aCtbe best Euro- 
pean percussionists for acous- 
tic piano musk, but by 
generation and inclination a 
long way removed from Jo- 
seph's regular drum partner, 
MarkMondesir. 

With fourfo member Dave 
Green growling on the chord 
changes as if his double-bass 
were a trombone, foe inter- 
play between foe musicians 
grew steadily . 

Smith was hypnotic in his 
concentration, and Julian Jo- 
seph’s playing was a deUght 
all nig^ A four-way cl^ act. 


Diplomacy’s 
last chance 
as Iraq wins 
concession 


Rita and John Restorick are yeisterday shown around the Bessbrook checlqKnnt wdiere their 'son, Lance Bombardier 
SteidienRestorick, was shot dead by an IRA sniper a year ago photograph: cnsPMfKtDWEU. 

Adams gets tough over threat of Sinn Fein’s expulsion 


ndght argue that this allowB 
Sinn Fein to stay. But that 
would risk a Unionist walk- 
out and a loyalist backlash. 

Sinn Fein is presenting the 
circumstances the UDP*s 
expulsion thi% weeks dgo as 
unrelated to Us own. Sinn 
Fein backed tbe decision to 


suspend the UDP after foe Ul- 
ster Freedom Filters admit- 
ted the killings of three Clath- 
oUcs. The UDP represented 
foe UFF at foe talks. 

Mr Adams said: “Any at- 
tempt to draw any compari- 
son between Sinn Fein and 
the UDP is absolutely bogus." 


The Government's own 
ground rules for the talks, 
published with the Northern 
Ireland Negotiations Act, 
1996, made it clear that Sinn 
Fein could only gain a place 
at the conference table if 
there was a restoration of foe 
ERA'S 1994 ceasefire. 


Fall in mature students 
blamed on tuition fees 


RITAIN is giving di- 
plomacy more time 
I to try to avert foe use 
offeree against Iraq, 
offrrtng special arrangements 
for inspecting Saddam Hus- 
sein's palaces as long as 
United Nations weapons 
fpamfi can work unimpeded. 

Sir John Weston. Britain’s 
ambassador to the UN, an- 
nounced the cmacession in a 
closed session of the Gve per^ 
manent members of the Secu- 
rity Council, which convenes 
again today to work on pro- 
posals foe secretary-general, 
Eofj Annan, may take to 
Baghdad next week. 

As the US and Britain con- 
tinue to threaten miljtary 
action if Iraq does not comply 
with monttoring of its che^- 
cal and biolc^ical warfore 
pn^rammes, detailed n^oti 
ation. via Moscow and New 
York, is under way. 

On Wednesday, Washing- 
ton and London rejected 
Baghdad's offer of access for 
the inspectors to eight huge 
‘•presidential" sites for up to 
two months. Tony Blair told 
the Cabinet yesterday this 
was "absolutely hopeless" 
and revealed that one of the 
sites was a mJliti^ com- 
pound the size of Paris. 

But Britain has moved on 
to terrain dbosen by Russia 
and Iraq, hoping that a face- 
saving solution to assuage 
real or imagtoed sensitivities 
about Baghdad’s sovereignty 
win pervade President Sad- 
dam to climb down. 

Fbrelgn OfBce oEScials said 
that if promises not to ob- 
struct further the wmk of the 
UN special commission, Uns- 
com, there could be a "spec^ 
re^tme” for foe presidential 
sites. This would involve Uns- 
com's Australian chairman. 
Richard Butler, and his tech- 
nical s taff; who would choose 
which to inspect 
But the proposal deliber- 
ately avoids using foe word 
Unscom — a key concession, 
as Iraq says that Amerkan- 
British dominance Of Unscom 
has turned It into an '‘adver- 
sary” which cannot be a , 


*^udge”. Britain also says the 
personnel could operate 
"under the aegis the UN 
secret^-general" — exactly 
what RgghOaO wants. 

Britain also says that the 
nuclear and ballistic elements 
of Unscom’s work — now ex- 
tensively documented — 
could be subject to a less rig- 
orous Inspection regime 
(“Unscom Ute”) as part of the 
gen e ral notion that Iraq needs 
to be shown "light at the end 
of the tunnel”. 

Economic sanctions im- 
posed after the invasion of 
Kuwait can only be lifted 
when Unscom's work is com- 
pleted. Lifting them is Presi- 
dent Saddam's main goaL 
Iraq has already foregone 
over glOObniion (£60 billion) 
in lost oil revenues — proerf of 
the value he attaches to his 
weapons. 

"Annan is trying to shape a 
package — a set of bottom 
lines,” one diplomat said. 
"What the Iraqis are talking 
about is not pnnngh The next 
few days will tell whether we 
can grt a deal to offer them.” 

Britain is hoping its more 
flexible approach will help 
prise France and Russia apart 
and grt a robust line from foe 
Security Council 

News of the shift emeiged 
as Russia's defence minister, 
Igor Seig eyev and foe US de- 
fence secretary, William Co- 
hen, met in Moscow but were 
unable to agree whether mili- 
tary power can be used to en- 
force dh>k>macy. 

The talks took place as the 
Washington Post puhllAed 
details of a 1995 agreement by 
Russia to sen Iraq equipment 
which could be used to de- 
velop biological weapons. The 
evidence, based on an Iraqi 
document seized by a UN 
team last year, su^ests Rus- 
sia and Iraq have conducted 
lengthy negotiations about 
foe sup^y of equipment • 

Washington suspects that 
Russian mediation in foe cri- 
sis U partly desired to avoid 
exposing incriminating evi- 
dence of its role in assisting 
Iraq's weapons programmes. 

The Russian foreign minis- 
try denies the allegations. 


Iraq crisis, page 8 


John Carvel 
EdneatlMi EiMar 


A SHARP drop in num- 
bers of mature stndents 
applying for university 
raised fitors last night that the 
<3overnment's plans to en- 
courage lifelong learning 
were hp»ng scuppered by foe 
introduction of tuition fees. 

The Universities and Col- 
leges Admissions Service 
reported applications among 
students over 24 were 18.3 per 
cent down, on last year. 

This compared with a drop 
of 1.9 per cent In applications 
from under-2ls and 13.4 per 
cent ammig 21- to 24-year-olds. 

Tony Wiggins, foe service’s 
chief executive, said school- 
leavers appeared to be unde- 
terred by introduction of a 
£ 1,000 fee and phasing out of 
the student maintenance 
grant. 

‘They clearly see 40 years 
of earning power ahead of 
them and every prospect, 
with a degree, of a good Job 
which will enable thra to pay 
their debts off. 

‘But potential mature stu- 
dents may include people out 
of work, whose employment 


prospects may not be so good 
even after qnaliflcations. 
Others are lik^ also to have 
bigger financial commit- 
ments already, like mortgages 
and other boirowin& and 
may be less willing to take on 
more. 

‘*Wtaen everyone is trying 
to promote foe Idea oflifeicaig 
learning, foe figures for ma- 
ture students seem a bit of a 
blow.” 


They are likely to 
have financial 
commitments like 
mortgages’ 


Baroness Blackstone, foe 
higher education minister, 
said the figures for the 
yoQX^er group showed 
they understood the fairness 
of the (kivenuDent's propos- 
als on fees. 

"They clearly recognise 
that hi^er education will be 
a good investment for them,” 
she added. 

Older applicants were more 
likely to apply after the initial 


December 15 deadline, on 
which the Ucas statistics 
were based. 

The figures also showed a 
15 per cent drop in applica- 
tions for teacher training 
courses. 

Don Foster, the Liberal 
Democrat education spokes- 
man. said: "Ministers have 
announced more money for 
recruiting teachets to raise 
standards of literacy and nu- 
meracy in our schools, yet by 
introducing tuition fees, they 
are driving away would-be ap- 
plicants In droves." 

There was a 30.7 per cent 
fell in applications from the 
Republic of Ireland where 
tuition fees were scrapped 
two >*0319 ago, but a 79.7 per 
cent increase in the number 
of English students applying 
‘to join foe final three years of 
Scottish university' courses — 
avoiding foe fou^-year fee 
from whkh only Scottish and 
other EU students will be 
exempted. 

It is understood that some 
of the hipest increases in ap- 
plications have been recorded 
by newer universities, includ- 
ing Thames Valley, the West 
of England. Staffordshire, and 
Leeds Metropolitan. 


Centenary celebration for 
Lord they thought was 99 


Micliael White 
PoBHcal Eifitor 


L eaders of aii parties 
in the Lords yesterday 
paid tribnte to Lord 
Granville of Eye on his 
100th birthday — but only 
after being officially as- 
sured that his birth certifi- 
cate does not say he is 99. 

The former Liberal MP. 
whose ministerial career 
peaked as an onpaid parlia- 
mentary private secretary 
in the National Govern- 
ment coalition of 1931-96, 
was present in his wheel- 
chair to hear kind words, 
led by the Leader of the 
Lords, Lord Richard, a 
stripling of 65. 

But doubts about Lord 
Granville's eligibility 
might have prevented the 
ceremony. Most reference 
books, including Who’s 
Who and Dod’s Parliamen- 
tary Companion, list his 
date of birtb as February 
12, 1899. It was only when 
Backingham Palace sent 
notice of an impending cen- 
tennial telegram that 
checks were Instituted by 
his family. 


Lord and Lady Graovilie at 
tbe House of Lords yesterday 

Lord Granville, who 
fought at Gallipoli and is 
said to have Turldsh shrap- 
nel in his back to ♦bis day, 
defected to Labour after 
losing his Suffolk seat in 
1951. He fought the seat for 
Labour, but lost 

Lady Gran-vUie, who mar- 


ried him in 1943, said; "We 
had never had occasion to 
look at his birtb certificate. 
We always thoo^t he was 
99.’’ 

Lord Richard told peers: 
“He was an MP as ln«g ago 
as 1929 and joined the 
Lords comparatively 
recently. In 1967. I ask the 
whole House to join with 
me in wishing him a very 
happy lOOth birthday.” 

For the IJb Denis, Lord 
Rodgers, who once defected 
the other way, spoke of “a 
life of distinction «n«i cani> 
age". Lord Cranbome, the 
Tory leader in the Lords, 
called him “a distingnisfaed 
former member of both 
bonses of parliament and a 
gallant former soldier". 

Until Lords officials were 
assured that Buckingham 
Palace’s records were bet- 
ter than those of Who’s 
Who, 99-year-old Lord Den- 
ning was assumed to be tbe 
oldest peer. 

Lord Shinwell made a 
speech in the Lords on hiw 
lOOth birthday In 1984, the 
only peer in 700 years of 
bloodthirsty aristo-politics 
to survive that long in good 
shape. 
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Money 

object 

for the 
pbybov 
prince ^ 
of Park 
Lane 




2 


Sarah Hall 


W HEN Prince Je- 
fri Bolkiah. 
brother of the 
world's richest 
man. splashed 
om ^ million for flats above 
Club in 

Park Lane, Umdon. he knew 
M was paying more than four 
tunes the market price. 

But the Sultan of Brunei's 
youngest brother, who had 
hem told the property was 
worth only £S million, had 
good reason for meeting the 
grossly inflated sum in 1989. 
the High Court was told’ 
yesterday. 

‘Tie did that so he could 
Keep his prostlmtes away 
ftom the public eye.” said 
Christopher Carr. QC, 

He was speaking during the 
fourth day of a multi-million 
pound legal battle between 
the prince and Bob and RaQ 
Mahoukian. former friends 
who worked for tiitw from 
idn to 1995, supplying every- 
tiling from Rola watches to a 
Renoir and erotic objets d’art 
Bob Manoukian. 50, and his 
brother RaQ. 42, who are 
worth £250 m in i nn are s uing 

the 44-year-old prince fbr £80 
million, riaiming fae reneged 
on a £S million deal to buy 
the Adelphi building in the 
Strand and a £25 milUon ver- 
bal agreement to rencnrate the 
first five storeys ct the Park 
Lane prt^rty. 

The prince, whose brother 
is reputed to be worth £20 
billion, and who recently 
bought the Queen's jewellers, 
Asprey*s, for £244 miPlon. is 
counter-suing for more than 
SlOO million. 

He alleges that Rafi es- 
plotted their close friendship 
to make tens of wiinona <jf 
pounds, and that the duo mis- 
led him as to the true market 
value of the Park Lane 
building. 

Mr Carr, representing the 
brothers, told the court “If I 
might be allowed a little 
unoerstatement. Prince Jefri 
is a very rich man — but the 
of his wealth is matched 


by his appetite for extrava- 
and self-indulgence." 
s«. I® Interests 

"spending unimac- 
^ble sums of money" and 
his sense of value depended 
on his vrhims. "The price he 
was willing to pay depended 
on how much he wanted the 
item,” Mr Cjut 
T his became clear when, 
m November 1989. even be- 
fore his wealth had 
the heights to which it subse- 
quently rose, he spent £21 mil- 
Iton buying the upper floors 
of 45 Park Lane. 1^ months 
earlier, he had been told they 
wre worth only about ES mil- ' 
Hon by reputable valuers. He 
did that so he could keep his 
prostitutes away from the 
public eye." 

Ihe court heard how, dur- 
ing a seven-year period from 
I the late I980s to the mid 
1990s, the prodigious spender 
I bought around 600 cars. He 
I also btiHt and lavishly fur- 
nished a string of palaces In 
Bnmei. a "substantial pri^or- 
tion" of which be used for his 
"nightly entertainment, his 
sex parties attended by up to 
50 prostitutes from various 
countries, flown into Brunei, 
paid, boused, clothed and 



Prince JefiriBoDdaliplayhiginapolo tounuunent last year photograph: aMvrrBATCHaoR 


bejewelled at his expense.'* 
The -prince, who has Ibur 
wives and three childnui and 
piaya polo with the Prince of 
Wales, is. also alleged to have 
held gambling sessions in tiie 
Park Lane .property, while 
protecting "tala appearance of 
religious devotion from any 



Brothers Rafi (left) and Bob 
Court yesterday 


Marcmkian airiving' at the 

PHOTOGRAPH: MARK sr OeORGE 


izuproper taint" -irtthln an in- 
creasingly fundamentalist Is- 
lamic society. 

He bought hundreds of 
-watches from the Manou- 
kians as "gifts for his girls": 
a^hls idiosyncratic taste led 
him to pui^BSe grnKr pgna 

and jewel-encrusted erotic 
watches. Mr Carr said. 

! Prince J^ri’s ‘•unlimited" 
demand for paintinp i jewet 
' lety and objets d'art mMwt he 
was a *'ozie-man walking mar- 
ket" for the suppliers who 
flocked to Brunei Rafi Man- 
oukian tapped jluto this 
"bizarre and unique aarfcef', 
and frtmx 1961 to 1996 pro- 
cured around £500 ndllion 
worth of goods fbr him — m- 
duding the erotic gzfta, a £2.7 
million gold and jewel-en- 
crusted photo frame, and a £5 
million bedside rag made oT 
25.000 pracious stones and 
solid gdd thread. 

Rafi Manoutdan, who spent 

more thaTi half hia Hma oVST 

11 years obtaining cmn- 
misslonlng such goods, 
viewed the relationship as a 
business one, but the prince 
is now suing him since he 

eiaima it was "fiditoiazy" 

Ravi Manoukian appeared 
only to act in his interest and 


he bad no idea he was making 
a profit he says. 

"We propose to suggest that 
this is one of the most auda- 
cious and dishonest daima 
ever-to cmne before the court 
The claim is a lie," Mr Carr' 
said. ‘*The idea that Uati Vtan- ' 
oukian • would devote over 
half of his life for U years to 
serviDg Prince Jdf for no 
reward is Indiaiious."’ 

'Ihe case ccoxtinues. 


Erotica, exotica 


PRINCE Jefii’s 
shopping Un- 
commissioned by RajQl 
Manotidan 

□ A set of 10 erotic 
watches, oommissiOBed 
from <^neva jewella* 
Gerald Gcoita, and made 
ofwhite gold and 
pUtSnam set with 
lUamonds, rabies, 
emeralds and other 
predous stones. Ihe 
watdies, whidi show a 
m^ and woman 
copulating on hour 
and when buttons are 
pressed, cost arotmd 

£5 twilliftrf 

□ A 3ft X 2*^ft bedside 
rug, made of solid gold 
thread and 25,000 
predoas stones, and 
costing around 

£5 million. 

□ An ornamental 
screen, with fonr panels 
made c>fsl]iii2ar gold 
thread and inlaid with 
yellow diamonds 
costing £8 million. 

C Spanish cabinet 
makers Carrera & 
Carrera were . . 
commissioned to make 
a table inlaid 

with white diamonds, - 
white gold and predous 
and sezni-predons 
stones, and w^ a gold 
shoelxm to hold the 
cards; it was bonght for 


□ A gold cermnonial 
sword encrusted witiO 
diamonds was 
commissioned for 
Prince Jefiri^s son. 
Prince Hakeem, and 
bonght for £2.6 million. 

□ A solid gold photo 
firame in a bamboo 
design, encrusted with 
ydlow diamonds and 
emeralds and made by 
Paris jewellers 
CristMoL The prince 
bong^itficKr 

£2.7 million. 

□ A set of 10 erotic 
pens, made in white 
gfdd, and showing a 
man and woman 
copnlatlng, were 
bonght for £ 800 , 000 . 





The prince's gifts . . . erotic watches 



. , a de luxe blackiack table , 



. . . erotically styled pens . 
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“ABSORBING! BOB HOSKINS^^, 
l|AND PATRICIA ARQUETT^ EXCEL 
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Scandal fear over savings plan 


Regulator fe^ Brown’s tax-free 
scheme could lead to mis-selling 


Dm Atkinson 

G ordon Brown’s flag- 
ship policy for tax'free 
savings has put the 
Chancellor on a collision 
coarse with bis own finanaaJ 
regulators, who w^ that 
mie- wiTing of individual sav- 
ings accounts (ISAs) yulu 
rival the £4 billion private 
pensions scandal. 

. The regulators fear t be nw 
scheme, designed to 
the benefits of investment to 6 
mniioD new savers at e toy 
cost could be unwoitoble. 
Sa are worries thtf sa^ 
market hanks and other out- 
fete supplying 

nrwuints — a tnixtureo* tes 

dejjostts, shares and 

anre - will have , 

providing tee advice required 

sions could trigger Lahour’s 


own mis-selliDg scandal im- 
less the terms of the scheme 

are radically changed. 

The differences between the 
new super-regulator, the ^ 
nanriai Services Authority 
(PSA), and the Treasury ovw 
the scheme — a key part ot 
L abour's manifesto — co^ 
prove an embarrassment tor 
the Qiancellor. . 

t^scount Runchnan. depw 
nhairman of the FSA, told the 
Lords that the ISA — a "p<^ 
tentially controversi^ , 
pnxJuct” — could prove "sen- 
ously »*awiaprine to investoTS 
^IwariHaT health ". 

He it was little trou- 
bling that ISAs should apps^ 
to have been so proudly lam 
out before tee invasti^ pub- 
' lie with so Utfle thought hav- 
' ing been given ... to regula- 
tory matters"- 

Lord Bunclman s com- 

mente came ahead of a survey 
frtnn Reed Accountancy Per- 
sonnel showing 71 per cent of 
gwgnrw directors h^eve tee 


Goverament should scrap the 
ISA proposals, which come 
into torre on April 6 next 
year. Tax-free Tessa savings 
accounts and Pep share plans 
will be abolished and 
replaced by ISAs allotting 
eadx person to shelttf £S,000 a 
year frmn taxation up to a 
£50,000 limit 

IBs speech reflects growing 
anjdety in r^ulatoiy circles 
nte: only about ISAs but also 
about plans tor “stakeholder 
pensions” retirement 
schemes aimed at lower-jnid 
and part-time workers. These 
schemes are likely to be put 
together in partnership with | 
the private sector, opening 
UP, regulators fear, fr^ op- 
portuhities for unscrupulous 

flrma . and aalfegme n tO lUlS- 

seU products. 

A key foature of Lord Run- 
dman’s fears is the apparent 
change in the (kivernraeafs 
conception of JSAs away from 
a simpile tax shtiter towards 
Investinent products in their 
own products requirii^ 
'fourdoiistmie" regulation. 

This was asacerbated, he 
said; by thellk^ inclusion of 
an element of life assurance. 


which would require regula- 
tion to ensure that salesmm 
oShred only products suital^ 
tor their clients, to prev^ 
clients suSbrlng high “'sur- 
render" penalties, and to en- 
sure that salesmen tied to one 
firm disclose the fact to 
customers. 

Lord Runciman he 
"considerable sympathy” 
with those who wanted liib as- 
snrance k^ out of ISAs. 

Be added: *1here are also 
issues which do not yet seem 
to hswe been addressed," such 
as administratimi, the hai- 
ling of consumer complaints, 
marketing costs, possible in- 
veetment-in overseas jurisdic- 
tions and the need for proper 
auttunisation of retail outlets. 

Lord Baniett, a former 
fabnur rfifaf secriftSBT tO the 
Treasury, said be foa^ ISAs 
would M to bil^ about sub- 

ytantiaT inrrpagRa to S*w1n ^ 

He predlctsd they teat ISAs 

Tcr g^iri Hqq ft tmpapt" 

He added: 'The best way to 
get real long-term savings 
would be through linking 
ISAs into annuities or. pen- 
sions, with some tax relief tor 
low-income earners." 
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Four Ethiopian men came out of Africa to win Olympic 
acid medals only for tragedy or controversy to touch 
all their lives. One is dead, one is in prison and two . 

fear political persecution. ; 

Duncan Mackay on a long distance curse ' ' _ 
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Female world champion’s challenge for licence 


Breasts, PMT and the pill 
bar women from boxing 


John Duncan 
Sports Cnnrespondant 


W OMEN should not 
be licensed to box 
professionally be- 
cause pre-men- 
strual tension makes them 
unstable, Croydon industrial 
tribunal heard yesterday. 

The claim was made as the 
British Boxing Board of Con- 
trol defended its decision to 
refiise a licence to British 
woman boxer Jane Couch, the 
world welterweight cham- 
pion. Without a BBBC licence 
Ms Couch caimot appear on 
any officially sanctioiied com- 
petitions and must work In 
unlicensed halls with unli- 
censed referees and inade- 
quate madiral protection. 

The BBBC also said water 
retention during menstrua- 
tion could cause problems in 
making the weight; that iojo- 
ries to breasts could confUse 
doctors trying to diagnose 
breast cancer; that water 


retention could make 
women's brains more vulner- 
able to damage; and that they 
could be preganant and risk 
harm to their foetuses. On top 
of that, oral contraceptives or 
painkillers fbr heavy periods 
could contravene the sport's 
drug regulations. 

The BBBC denied its 
xefhsal was simply because 
Ms Couch was a woman. 

But her lawyer, Dinah Rose 
QC, told the tribunal: “It is 
the most audacious defence of 
a sex discrimination case 1 
have heard in 10 years. It is 
based on the crudest gender 
stereotypes of women by rep- 
resentatives of the last bas- 
tion of male sport. 

“When women were barred 
from r unning the marathon 
they were toU it was because 
oS the danger that their womb 
would fell out We believe the 
BBBC's case falls into that 
cat^ory.” 

Ms Couch told the tribunal 
that she bad been offered 
£10,000 to fight an American, 


Dora Webber, at Wembley 
Arena by promoter Fanoe 
Eliades. But the offer was de- 
pendent on a BBBC licence, 
which she was refused on 
June 11 last year. 

Normally applications fbr a 
licence go to an area council 
bcfbre going to national tev^ 
for approval but Ms Couch’s 
race was heard immediately 
by the board. They discussed 
the matter for 20 nUnutes be- 
fore rejecting her ^plication 
because of doubts over the 
medical risks. 

Leonard Read, the BBBC 
chairman, admitted that 
there was no evidenoe that 
boxing was more dangerous 
to women than men. Nor had 
the BBBC commissioned any 
research on the subject 

“1 was never medically ex- 
amined by the board or asked 
about my health," Ms Couch 
said in evidence. ’T have no 
lumps on my breasts. I do not 
suffer from fluid retention. 1 
do not suffer from pre-men- 
trual tension and so my per- 


formance has never been af- 
fected by it I do not suffer 
from painful periods. Female 
boxers undergo a pregnancy 
test before each bout there- 
fore pregnancy cannot be 
used as a reason to deprive 
me of a licence. I am not on 
thepOL" 

When questioned by the 
pan^ Mr Read said that the 
board felt that women were 
more “fragile'* men 
were more likely to get 
“damaged”. 

Mr Read also pointed to 
“dramatic” to 

rules that would be needed to 
allow women to come under 
the auspices of the BBBC. 

"It comes down to a vest ac- 
tually. doesn't it Mr Read,” 
said Ms Rose. 

"It comes down to boxers 
not being able to wear any- 
thing above waist,” w il d 
Mr Read. 

“It comes down to a vest, 
doesn't Itf* repeated Ms Rose. 

"It comes down to a vest,” 
said Mr Read. 


Monthly syndrome causes 
aggression — ‘a distinct 
advantage in the ring’ 


Sarah Bo s e l e y 


MRE-MENSTRDAL tension 
rfPMT) would be more 
likely to give women an un- 
fair advantage in the bodng 
ring than malra them unfi t tO 
don their ^oves, said Kathar- 
ina Dalton, the gynaecologi- 
cal endocrinolc^ist credited 


with naming the syndrome. 
"It win make them much 
more s^gressive and better 
bmcers.” 

She added: “There are 
many women who would be 
infinitely better boxers dur- 
ing their pre-menstruum. 
They would be twice as ag- 
gressive. I agree it could be 
diffi cult. It is not feir, for 


instance, to have a woman 
with PMT fighting one who 
has not got it 

“Women who go into net- 
ball or hockey run twice as 
fest and hit the ball twice as 
hard when they have PMT.” 

It was possible, however, 
that women who wanted to go 
into hftring would have natu- 
rally occurring high levels of 
testosterone, and would be 
unlikely to suffer from PMT. 

Not every woman . suffers 
from the syndrome. As 
recently as last summer, 
researchers in Australia were 
disputing its very eostence, 


claiming that men and 
women who did not rfai™ to 
suffer from PMT were equally 
susceptible to mood swings. 
Their report caused an outcry 
front sufibrera doc- 

tors in this country, where It 
is normally accq^ted that 90 
per cent a£ women have some 
form of PMT at some point in 
their lives. 

The most common emo- 
tional s^ptoms of PMT are 
irritabffity, tension, depres- 
sion and fetigue. Physical 
symptoms Inciu^ breast ten- 
derness, hackaeba 

and lower abdominal paixL 
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B ritain may stm be 
on the periphery of 
Europe as far as her 
ED partners are concerned, 
bnt Rw giiicii is taMng over 
as the Continent’s most 
common language, accord- 
ing to statistics released in 
Brussels yesterday. 

They show that almost 90 
per cent of all youngsters 
are now being taught 
English as a second lan- 
guage, much to the chagrin 
of the French who have dis- 
covered their language has 
been supplanted every- 
where boiled its borders 
except In the Institutions of 
the European Dnion. 

Fewer than a third of 
non-French speaking chil- 
dren are now being tan^t 
French as their second 
language. 

German comes a poor 
third — just 18 per cent 
leam It as a second lan- 
guage, followed by 8 per 
cent learning Spanish. 

Even in primary schools, 
a quarter of European 
youngsters are taught 
EngUsb, with French bring 
taught to just 4 per cent of 
non-Francopbones. 

The French government 
is so concerned that it Is 


News in brief 


Call to update 
assembly 

SCHOOL assemblies should 
focus less on Chiistianlty and 
instead be modernised to 
reflect the changing nature of 
British society, according to a 
report published today by the 
Religious EducatioD CounciL 
It calls on the Government 
to review the law requiring 
schools to provide a dally act 
of collective worship oTa 
broadly or mainly Christian 
nature. 

Instead, schools would have 
a statutory requirement to 
provide "regular gatherings 
with a moral and spiritual di- 
mension”. The report also 
calls for schools to provide 
gatherings that allow time for 
personal worship and quiet 
reOection. 

Despite the present legal 
requirement a number of 
schools, particularly those in 
inner city areas, bold special 
assembUm for other 
religions. 

Autistic sons 
appeal delay 

ANGELA White, of Green- 
ford, west London, who Is 
fighting in tbe Court of Ap- 
peal to send ber two autistic 
sons to the Higashi School in 
America, had her case ad- 
journed yesterday for ihrther 
legal argument. 

Her counsel protested after 
three judges ruled that local 
education authorities and 
special educational needs tri- 
bunals were not legally 
obliged to name appropriate 
schools "In every case". 


making stremuras eflbrts to 
sponsor language teaching, 
both in the ED applicant 
countries of Eastern 
Euiope and in the Far EasL 
A recent gathering of Fran- 
cophone nations found 
more than 100 where the 
language is spoken, bnt 
only a haw dflii wbcuo It is 
spoken by more than a tiny 
minority. 

The British are maintain- 
ing their repntatfon for not 
being able to speak foreign 
languages — tbe survey 


The French are 
concerned and 
are sponsoring 
language teaching 


shows that tbe UK is alone 
among member states, ex- 
cept for Ireland, in not 
teaching primary school 
cblldren a second language. 

Even at secondary level it 
does not compete with the 
range of languages taught 
elsewhere, such as Finland, 
Holland and Luxembourg 
where between two and 
three extra languages are 
tbe norm. 

The edocatloual statis- 


Non Christian groups con- 
sulted said that they did not 
want to see a complete aboli- 
tion of acts of worship and 
were against "a total seoilar- 
isatioD oTsueb assemblies, 
which is religiously 
unacceptable”. 

The Methodist Church yes- 
terday endorsed tbe report 
and called for the necessary 
change of law. Kathleen 
Wood, its education officer, 
said: “Worship is an active 
response offeith; it cannot be 
induced by collecting tc^tber 
a group of children and their 
teachers and reading from 
scripture and reciting pray- 
ers.” — Vioe/t Chaudhary 

Fulham win 
ground fight 

FULHAM Football Qub. led 
by its chairman Mohamed A1 
Fayed, yesterday survived a 
renewed court attempt by en- 
vironmentalists to block the 
£7 million redevelopment of 
Its ground at Craven Cottage. 

TTje Court of Appeal dis- 
missed a challenge by objec- 
tors, led by local resident 
Indy Berkeley, to a Hi^ 

Court ruling test March 
which approved the scheme. 

Lady Berkeley had said that 
John Gummer. the former en- 
vironment secretary, and the 
inspector he appo Inted to hold 
a public inquiry did not fully 
consider tbe scheme’s impact 
on the Thames river frontage, 
part of a conservation area. 
She said a full environmental 
statement should have t^n 
called for. 

The appeal judges said the 
Inquiry was thorough and a 
statement would not have af- 
fected the outcome. 


tics , dra wn np by BorostaL 
the ED'S statistic nnit, in- 
dicate accelerating trends 
fbr children to start school 
earlier — most three-year- 
olds in many countries 
have already started 
schooling — and a doubling 
of tbe numbers entering 
higher education over the 
last two decades. 

At nursery level, an four- 
year-olds now have school 
places in France. Spain and 
Belgium and 97 per cent of 
those In Holland. 

Britain is claimed to have 
places for 94 per cent of Its 
four-year-olds. 

In the ED as a whole, only 
31 per cent of those in their 
20s have left school without 
a certificate and 88 per cent 
of all 15 to 2-l-year-olds are 
considered to be still in 
education or training. 
There are nearly 12 million 
students in higher 
education. 

The survey, drawn from 
returns sent In by member 
states, shows British chil- 
dren having both aitiftwg 
the highest number of 
boors of teaching a year 
and, in infant schools, 
among the lowest teacher- 
pupil ratios: 13 to one, com- 
pared with 25 to one in 
Spain and Italy and 80 to 
one in Greece. 


Fine follows 
coach crash 

A COACH company was fined 
yesterday for faulty brakes on 
a coacb that crash^ on the 
M2 in Kent in 1993. killing 
nine American tourists and 
tbe driver. 

Sittingboume magistrates 
fined Breteton, formerly the 
lYaveUers Coach Company, 
£5,000 for operating a coach 
with a defective speedlimlter 
and £4,000 for the defective 
brakes, plus costs of £1.587. 
The firm was not in court yes- 
terday. but had pleaded guilty 
at an earlier hearing to a de- 
fective speedlimiter. 

The court heard ttet the 
ABS braking system only 
worked intermittently, and 
the coach’s front wheels 
locked moments before it 
crashed into a Transit van 
and then rolled down an 
erabankmenL 

Voters drawn 
by strippers 

A STUDENT union staged a 
male and female strip riiow 
yesterday to encourage tno»n - 
bers to attend its AGM. 

Last year tbe meeting at 
Bristol university foiled to at- 
tract its quorum of 100. But 
yesterday 800 came to vote on a 
motion to have strippers pro- 
posed by Naz Sawar, unkm sec- 
retary, whosaid: “lam^adwe 
did it Loads of people turned 
up and they debated the seri- 
ous issues as welL” 

Students get a day off for the 
AGM, which the univ^sity is 
considering ending because of 
past poor attendance. 
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Priest 
guilty 
of sex 
assault 


&omSloagh . . . Some of the lio.ooo inhabitants of the Berkshire town, the home of Pnlnx pain*, Hnrlinlfs, Marc hatb and H pllnp t 


Hughes asked for 
poetic justice so 
town may siough 
image of despond 


John Ezard 


T he Poet Laureate, Ted 
Hoghes, was asked i?es- 
terday to pause awhile 
firom Sylvia Plath and help 
to rescue Slough firom the 
despond into which It has 
fallen thanks. to his prede- 
cessor. the late Sir John 
Betjeman. 

Sir John doomed the 
town to 60 years of igno- 
miny with his poem: 
Come,fnatdiii bombs, and fall 
onSkMgh 

It isn't fit fiyr humans mic .. . 

To nndo the damage, the , 
Berkshire town (pop, , 
110.000 approx) is asking ; 
Mr Hnghes to write a nice 
— and equally memorable 
— poem about its modem 
role as the home of Dnloz 


paint, Horlicks, Mars bars 
and Cellnet. 

Admittedly It may be 
short of horses and York- 
I shire crows, two cd the 
' themes of the poet’s hi^ 
day. Bnt It can boast of 
being the birthplace of EUe- 
man’s Horse Embrc^tioii 
and. the Cox’s pip^^n. Its 
historic worthies inclnde a 
Betjemanesqne fSgore, the 
Victorian astronomer ^Til- 
liam Herschel, who em- 
ployed 25 men to build a 



40 ft telescope in hJs Slough ( modem liib and tbe world 


being an eyesore. Its his- Come bombs and blow to 
tory and its contribution to smithereens. Those air-condt- 


back garden. 

The commission. — to 
which the laureate has yet 
to reply — conies fixun 
Fiona Mactaggart, the 
town’s Labour MP. Yester- 
day she said: “ETeiybody in 


is tmdennined by the £sct 
someone once asked a bomb 
to come and drop on IL” 

Sir John wrote in 1937 
when Skmgh was known as 


tioned bright canteens. 

Tinned fruit, tinned meat, 
tinned turned beans. 
Tinned minds, tinned lo’eath, 
A council ofEldal said: 
“The big thing aboni us 


*TJttle Wales” because of today is oar molticultural 
the influx generated by a nature. We’re rather like a 


Slon^ is fed np with the trading estate, creating a London borough — but out- A-nA Mine ehaiv 
constant jibes about it new urban life. He wrote: sideLondon.” VMupauufnetrruats . . . 


Irishman 
of racial i 

Clare Longrtgg 


JkN Irishman yesterday 
^%accused the Halifax Build- 
ing Society of racial discrimi- 
nation after he was rejected 
for a job at a branch in Ken- 
sington, west London. 

Mark Ferguson. 30. told a 
tribunal that at his job inter- 
view he had been asked irrel- 
evant and patronising ques- 
tions about being Irish. He 
was told he “did not fit the 

branch" in High Street 

Mr Ferguson, a Protestant 
Co Fermanagh. No^- 
em Ireland, came to London 

in 1994. .... , * 

He that at his inter- 
view in May 1996. Nichole 
Garland, the Halifex branch 
manager, spent 13 minutes of 
the IT Biinute interview ask- 
ing him questions such as: 
"What was it like growing up 
with tbe Troubles? Tell me 
about life in Ireland?^ 
gohome to Ire^d oft^? Do 
vou live with Irish pcpplc- . 

Mr Ferguson told the tn^- 
nal in Bloomsbury. Central 


I accuse Halifa x Smith puts everyooe in digital picture 


London: “After two minutes I 
felt like walking out o£ the 
room, but I wanted the job. I 
tried to remain calm and 
answer^ tbe questions as 
best I could. I think they 
should not have been asked of 
me. They were totally irrele- 
vant to the positioa.'* 

He added; “1 have been to 
many interviews since leaving 
school, but 1 have never expe- 
rienced anything like this.” 

In January 1996. Mr Fergu- 
son had started work for the 
Halifax on a temporary con- 
tract doing derlcal work, dur- 
ing preparations for tbe 
change firom building society 
to He said he found the 
work boring and applied for a 
permanent job as a ca s hier . 
He pass^ an aptitude test 
a 90-miDUte interview 
with a personnel manager be- 
fore being sent for interview 
at tbe Kensington branch, 
j Ann O’Briai, for tbe H ali fax . 

Mr Ferguson had scored 
poQT^ in an accuracy a 
only received an interview in 
MQjjggiiided kindness”. 

Tbe hearing continues. 


Kamal Ahmed 
Media CoiTeapondent 


T he (Sovemment took tiie 
first tentative steps yes- 
terday towards solving 
one of the most difficult ques- 
tions television has feced — 
how to ensure that the launch 
of digital tdevislmi does not 
create an underclass of view- 
ers unable to buy tbe new 
technology. 

In a consultation document, 
Chris Smith, the Secretary of 
State for Culture, said that he 
wanted a wide public debate 
about the tbe new technok^, 
which will eventoany make 
present tdevisions obsolete. 

He said that altiiough tbe 
Government would not force 
anybody to buy the new set- 
boxes and digital televi- 
sions essential to receive the 
new services. It wanted to see 
the eventnsl end of tbe ana- 
logue systfNo, which brings 
TV to more than 99 per cent of 

Although it was too early to 
deal conclusively with vriiat 
has beceme known as “tbe 
Aunt Emily proUem”. he was 
aware of its seriousn^ 

The (jovemment is con- 
cerned that altbou^i those in- 
tereded in technology will 
quickly take to digital televi- 
sion, many tA the public, typi- 
fied by the “Aunt £mj^' 
character, will stick with 
their did t^evisions. 

Some win not be able to af- 
ford tbe new technology, cre- 
ating a new ’’television 
underclass”, pud some will 
not be interested in It 
If too many of those | 
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Countdown 


SuaiRier 1998: BSkyB 

launches first digital television 
services. First set-top boxes, 
essential for digital reception, go 
on the market at su bs idised 
price of £200. Aunt Emily 
watches her analogue television. 

Lata 1998s British Digital 
Broadcasting, owned by Granada 
(3roup and Cadbxi arxl Invoivvig 
the BBC, launches rhad 
service. Aunt Emily sees adverts 
for BOB, and Ignores them. 

2000: First digital TVs come on 
to the market Pick-up among 
households frtcreases. altiiou^ 
the sets are'up to £1,000 more 


remained at the time the ana- 
logue signal was switched off 
there would be political up- 
roar end the Government 
would find itself accused of 
doaying tdevision to some 
voters. 

B<r Smith said that original 
proposals to Aut down the 
anidr^e ftequencies in as lit- 
tle as five years were imprac- 
ti^ and said that the (3ov- 
emment was now going to 
consult on naming a swftch- 
offdate in 10 or IS years* time. 

“I believe tjbat the attrac- 
tive additional services likdy 
to be efiered by the estab- 
lished broadcasters such as 
the BBC and ITV, coupled 
With the advent of wide 
screen pictures and CD-qual- 
il 7 sound, will encourage the 
putdic to invest in digital 
receiving equipment” 


I expensive foan analogue ver- 
I Slone. Aunt Emily's daughter 
buys digital television. Aunt 
I En^ is shodeed at the price. 

2001:Dlgital pick-up poor. Gov- 
ernment, pressurised to re-invig- 
orats market, announces 12- . 
year cut-off for sil analogue I 

T\^ Aurrt EmSy reads press 
coverage but does not realise I 
her telarision is anaiogua j 

8006 

Analogue sets now have warn- 
ing sticker, saying th^ wW be 
oteoletB in seven yeera' time. 
Nearty 40 per cent tif house- 
holds now have digital TVs, with 
access to home shopping, the 
Internet and hundreds of TV 
services and channels. Manu- 
facturers anrxxince they are 


In the document the Gov- 
ernment said that it would 
not sanctioa ending the ana- 
logue system until most 
people had access to digital 
equipment 

The Institute of Public Pol- 
icy Research has already 


I puKlng out of the analogue mar- 
ket Aunt Emily does not think 
she needs to change her televi- 
sion. “There is notiilng wrong 
with it” She says. 

8011 

Price of digital TV sets comes 
down to tfet of analogue. Gov^ 
emment offers voucher scheme 
for anyone virho has not bought 
into d^ital. Voucher Is avaiiable 
through benefits and pensions, 
and 85 per 'cent of households 
now have digital. Aunt Bnily 
most ervoys Coronation Street, 
which is still on analogue. 
"Whaf 8 the hurry?" she asla. 

8013: Government switches off 
analogue signal. Aunt Emily, and 
thounnds like her, now have TV 
sets that no longer work. 


flawed the problem of the 
"television underclass”. In a 
report last month it that 
the Government should con- 
sider a voucher scheme for 
those tm ben^ts or pension- 
ers to enable poorer viewers 
to buy tbe new technology. 
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As the Worid Cup draws near, his 
rfietoric is starting to make 
Professor Unwind gobbledegook 
sound like the lucid logic of Sir 
Nonnan BirketL 
EDavid Lacey on G!enn Hoddle 
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Geoffrey Gibbs 


A ROMAN Catholic 
priest was last 
night facing the 
prospect of up to 
two years in jail 
after being found guilty of in- 
decent assault against a girl 
aged 13. 

In a case that has brou^t 
further emharrassmeot to foe 
Catholic Church over the be- 
haviour of some its priests, 
Car^ c ro w n court heard 
tlmt Father John Lloyd, SJ, a 
former press officer to the 
Archbishop of Cardlffi took 
the schocAgixi back to his 
home af^ baptising her in 
his church. 

He indecently assaulted her 
before driving her back to her 
grandmother’s bouse. 

The giri , now an adult, was 
one of four women and two 
men who gave evidence that 
Lloyd indecently assaulted 
them when they were 

rhflrtren. 

The alleged assaults were 
said to have taken place be- 
tween 1970 and 19% when 
lAayd worked hi two parishes 
n^ Pontypridd at Ch^ 
stow, south Wales. 

ZJqyd, who has been a 
priest for 32 years, had denied 
foor chaiges of rape and 17 
coonts of indecent assaidt 
against the children who 
were then aged between eight 
and 13. 

After two days considering 
the evidence the Jury eight 
women and ftnir men acquit- 
ted him on the rape charges 
and on seven of the indecent 
assaults. They failed to reach 
majority verdicts on the 
raaaiging indecent assault 
charges. 

Tbe Archbishop of Cardiff, 
John Ward, said he was 
“deeply saddened and 
ashamed" by the events that 
had led to tbe priest’s convic- 
tion. Id a statement at foe end 
of foe trial he said Father I 
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Slough now take a bow 

In the absence ofany immediate realise fivm Ted 
Hughes, the Guardian asked the poet John H^ley 
to d^er^ Slough: 

They slur it although it *s a wow 

said the honourable member for Slough 

and she wrote off to Ted 

with the Laur&Ue head 

and said could you use verse to avow 

that it may not be highbrow or quaint I 

but it turns out good chocolate and paint; 

now she may have a point 

in defending the joint, 

let*s be honest though, Luton it ain't 


The original 

Extractsjfvm John Betjenum *s eulogy to Slough: 

Come,friendly bombs, and fall on Slough 
It isn t fit for humans now, 

There isn *t grass to grazea cow 
Swarm over, Deatb ! . . . 

in labour-saving homes, with care 
Their wives frissz out peroxide hair 
Anddry it insyntheticair 


Uoyd would exercise no fur- 
ther public ministry. 

“My sympathy goes out to 
aH those who have sufCered 
through his actions and to 
their famUlcft The familias 
had every right to expect a 
high standard of pastoral care 
Creon Father Lloyd and they 
justifiably believe that their 
trust has been betrayed.” 

Richard Twomlow, prose- 
cuting. alleged that Lloyd 
used bis power over childim 
to sexually abuse them In the 
knowledge that they would 
not be believed if they 
reported him. 

Police brought charges 
after one woman, now aged 
36, complained of foe abuse 
she said she suffered as a 
nine-year-old. Others then 
made s imilar complaints. 

Lloyd, who denied all the 
charges, was alleged to have 
raped foe nine-yearold when 
she was alone with him in foe 
curtained-off confessional of 
her primary school near 
Font^ridd. 

Remanding him in custody 
to await sentence next week, 
Mr Justice Rougier warned 
Lloyd that a jail term was 
“virtually inevitable”. 








Father John I^d: cleared 

of rape allegations 


‘Mardi Gra’ bomber strikes 
again wKh carrier bag blast 


Duncan Campbell 
Crime Corr e s p o n d im t 

VHB peracHt known as the 

I “Mardi Gra bomber’’ is 
believed to be responsible for 
planting a bomb which ex- 
ploded in a man’s car yester- 
day morning. 

More than 30 such attacks 
have been carried out since 
1994. No one has been arrested. 

The latest incident con- 
cerned a man in his thirties 
who foe police are not nam- 
ing. At 6.10am, he stopped his 
car to use a cash machine in 
Forest Hin, east London. He 
notic ed an unattended piasHn 
bag. with items in it near a 
Saiubury’s store, and put it 
in his car. 

As he drove throu^ south 
London towards his work- 
place in Kent, a device in the 
plastic bag exploded. The man 
threw foe bag and its contents 
out of his car in Elackheath. 
south London. He suSbred 
minor injuries and and 


did not need hospital 
treatment 

Police searched foe A2 Lon- 
don-Dover road In Blackfaeath 
for the device, which was not 
found. Detectives believe fois 
is foe latest in a bizarre series 
of esplosions attributed to foe 
Mardi Gra bomber. 

Tbe eaqilosion was consis- 
tent with previous Mardi Gra 
bla^. Ihe devices comprise 
shotgun cartridges, a spring. 

I timer and copper tubing. 

Ori^nally the bomber tried 
I to extort money firom Barclays 
I Bank and sent 25 devices to 
people connected with it over 
I a two-year period. 

But in November 1996, the 
bomber switched attention to 
Sainsbury's warning that he 
would carry out an explosives 
campaign ff it did not respond 
to extortion demands. 

The bomber acquired foe 
natng after foe first letter to 
foe bank said; "Welcome to 
the Mardi Gra Experience." 
Detectives say foe bomber is 
cynii^ and reckless. 
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Tobacco 


The Guardian Friday February 13 1998 




victims 


win first 


battie 


Lawyers not 
liable for cx)sts 
if no-win, no-fee 
actions f^'l 


Glare Dsrer 

Legal Correepondent 


L ung cancer victims 
won their first battle 
yesterday In their 
fight for compensa- 
tion against tobacco 
onmraniafi, after the Coutl of 
Appeal removed an obstacle 
which threatened to derail 
them. 

The court reassured law- 
yers they win not be liable for 
huge legal costs if they lose, 
confirm^ that lawyers who 
lose cases brought under no* 
no4he deals are no more, 
at of having to pay their ‘ 
winning opponents’ costs 
flnm their own pockets than 
those ftinded by l^al aid or 
clients paying privately. 

Claimants' lawyers feared 
they would have to puR out 
after the companies, Impvial 
Tobacco Gallaher (indi- 
cated they might seek costs 
agai^ them personally if 


they lost, and the wigh court 
refused an order protecting 
them. 

The case is the first on the 
ramifications of no-win no-fee 
deals — sooRed oonditjonal 
fee agreements — to reach the 
courts. Mr Justice 
Fopplewell's refusal in the 
High Court last October to 
rule out personal cost orders 
against law firms and barris- 1 
ters had threatened to throw . 
government plans £6r a big ' 
extension of no-win no-fiae liti- 
gation into disarray. 

Lawyers fbr the cigarette 
manufacturers bad suggested 
the ex-smokers’ lawyers were 
the prime movers b ehin d the 
case atvi should fbce having 
to pay the costs — which 
could total £10 million — if 
they lost 

The appeal court upheld Mr 
Justice Popplewell’s decision 
to refuse “advance immu- 
nity" from cost orders, but 
reassured the lawyers that 
thift was not necessary. The 
fact that th^ were acting 
under conditional tee agree- 
ments — allowing them up to 
double their usual tees if they 
won, with a ceiling oS 25 per 
cent of damages but nothing If 
they lose — put them at no 
special risk. 

Martyn Day, senior partner 



m 


LnngcancervictfmEniest Jones (centre), with solitiiton Martin Day (left) and John Pickmring, ootaide the Higte Court after their victory 
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of t-otg b , Day and Co, one of 
two firms handling the 
claims, issued writs yester- 
day ter nine new claimants, 
brif^iiig'the total amnher to 
so. He said; 'The doud the de- 
fendants have put over os in 
this case has been dispdled 
by this judgment.*' 

The Law Society welcomed 
t>iA mllnga adding; “If tb# 9^ 
Udcors had been held poten- 
tially liable for costs then the 


whde fliture of conditional 
feea would have been 

iindAfmtwAd ** 

One plaintiff, Ernest Jones, 
78, from (hoydon, said: *Tm 
very grateflil to Mr Day and 
his cdlles«ues." He started 
smokiug at 13 and smoked up 
to 40 a day until 1388, atx 
mwnthfl before he was diag- 
nosed with cancer and &ven 
12 months to live. He has 
nndergone 35 opaations. 


The Master of the Rolls. 
Lord WoolL and lords jnstiee 
Aldous <*"d Chadwick, 
liWaH A pnpgina OrdCT tm- 
posed by Mr Jnstiee 
P^^well on the opposing 
1^1 teams speaking to toe 
media. “We are quite satisfied 
that It was wrong to make 
tTiia order," they said. 

Prdimlnary bearings in the 
/*pgA were bain ja chambers, 
with toe press and public ex- 


duded, and the Judge imposed 
a broad order at the 

tobacco companies’ requesl 
In an ruling for 

press freedom, the Judges 
said; “laUti9tionofthlssort 
it is difficult if not impossible 
fbr the court to sedc to pre- 
vent dir^ or indirect com- 
monieatkm with toe media. 
Tn our judgment in this 
the court ahnuM not have at- 
tenpted to do so." 


They stressed that cases 
were usually beard in cham- 
bers for administrative con- 
venience and that what hap- 
pened there was not 
confidential or secret, with 
few exceptioos. 

Judges should allow the 
public into chambers where 
practical and if not, should 
consider adjourning into 
open court or allowing press 
representatives into cham- 


bers. Courts should be as 
open as possible. 

^ve Bates, director of the 
anti-smoking group ASH, 
said: “Lung cancer sufferers 
can.8till Join the case and this 
I will improve the chances d 
success and give strength to 
those already fighting Smok- 
ers or ex-smokers who want 
to join the action can contact 
for information on how 
togoaboutiL'' 


The Link 





Cancer overtakes heart 
disease as biggest kiiier 


SwahBoseley 


DonTt choose until youVe 
seen todays biggest range 
of communication products! 

• MOBILE PHONES 

• PAGERS G FAXES 
G TELEPHONES 

G PALMTOPS -AND MORE! 



6 MONTHS LINE 


RENTAL 






I- yp-j f;-d OiOC'.lv J.'iTt packeqo 
chcapE-r !csi>V/'*rifi:n svp wfi; 

ctfur d t'is 3‘<fcf'jR£C. 


TALK 60^ 




Motorola Dfcn-AL 

MOBILE PHONE 

• UptolSOmlniites 
tel hU»w/ 40 hours 
standby 

s 190 name wid number 
memory 


Cive'‘c.'ar; McD:io ?ncn« 
[nsuranc- ava>la5;e ev-.'f'i'tnir.q 
Irom acciianta' flsxage ta Th«f; cM 
ey; c^ori.iq. 



Oi.r ersen H3ff £jfci3ily trsfRPS 
ir, all canmur-icj^ioR and v.-Ul 

e? fiappv' -e'P V'PU •'^ake ttie c^ci^e 
that'4 fici'.; !c.' you. 


DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

•Fkx, date and short . 

message compatiUe ’ 

ModebSJ 


29 


L9T 



C ancer is now Brit- 
ain’s biggest killer, 
thanks to the successes 
of science in cnmharing heart 
riicpoBA , fhe PanrAr Research 
Campaign said yesterday. 

La^ year nearly 9.000 more 
pe<^ died of cancer than cf 
heart dispsisn, which used to 
be the bigger kULer. Death 
rates for both types of Illness 
have been dropping, but since 
many people have opted for 
healthier diets, cancer has be^ 
come toe more difficult to , 
combat 

The campaign and the Brit- 
ish Medical Association hit 
out yesterday at toe biggest 
problem — tobacco. At the 
launch of toe campaign’s web- 
site, which it hopes will prove 
attractive to young people 
who smoke or might be 
tempted to smoke, its director 
generaL Gordon McVie. said: 
“If we are to see the cancer 
death rate plummet at the 
sam e speed as heart disease 
we need to cut down the one 
in four of us in this country 
who SDoke." 

Sandy Macara, chairman of 
the BMA, said he was 
“baffled” over bow to get the 
message across to young 
people. We were in the middle 


o T3aaBtilj^eaH^:i ; - 




of a new sntoking epidemic 
among youngsters, be said. 

“We need a crusade for 
health to protect young 
people who are vulnerable be- 
cause they cannot look ahead 
and to oE^t toe insidious ad- 
vertising by the tobacco 
manufecturers. 

“We have got to target the 
whole tobacco industry as 
public enemy number one 
and we have got to do every- 
thing we can to kill it ^ be- 
cause it is the killer. The 
death rates for cancer are not 
falling at toe rate that they 
should because s>eopie are 
continuing to smoke.” 


Over 40 per cent of males 
aged 1624 now «mnkp, accord- 
ing to the rampaig n. Dr Ms- 
cara «»aid organisations like 
his might be part of the prob- 
lem. *T fear there is an element 
of anti .aiithn rifairianL«am — |t 
is a kind of youth rebellion 
against common sense.” 

Meanwhile, a study pub- 
lished today indicates that 
children who eat less than 
their peers may be less at risk 
of developing certain cancers 
when they grow up. 

The findings, published in 
this week’s British Medical 
JoumaL are in line with stud- 
ies which have conclusively 
shown that an hn als given 
calories develop fewer can- 
cers and live longer. Bvidence 
feom Japan has also associ- 
ated low calorie intake and 
small stature with long life. 

Stephen Frankel mid col- 
leagues at the Department oS 
Social Medicine, University 
of BristoL traced nearly 4,000 
people whose food intake bad 
been recorded in chlldbood 
during a survey of family diet 
and health in the late 1930s. 

They found that, allowing 
for other fectors such as pov- 
erty. children who ate more 
within the normal dietary 
range were more likdy to 
have cancers — except for 
smoking-related cancers. 
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M OHAMBD Al Fayed 
was yesterday accused 
of upsetting princes 
William and Harry, as oCD- 
cials on both sides of tbe 
Channel moved to Higwiisa his 
claim that the death (X Diana, 
Princess of Wales, was toe 
result ofa conspiracy. 

In a interview wltb tbe Mir- 
ror newspaper publlsbed yes- 
terday, tbe Harrods’ owner 
said be was ”99 J per cent cer- 
tain” that the crash in the 
Pont de I’Alma underpass in 
Paris on August 31 which 
killed Diana and his son. 
DodL was ’*00 accident”. 

Tbe daum was rejected by 
both Kensington Ptdaoe and 
French police investigating 
toe crash. 

In London, a spokeswoman 
for the princess’s office said: 
”We have no comment on the 
article, but thi.g continued 
speculation is both unhelpful 
and upsetting to tbe fomxly.” 
French Ju^ce officials said 
they sy m p a thised with, but 
could not accept, Mr Al 
Fayed's claims. 

’■You can see absolutely 
why be believes this and why 
be has to say it,” said one jus- 
tice source, speaking on con- 
dition ofanoiQrmity. 

”Ue has lost his son. and 
perhaps a very famous future. 
But nothing in the Investiga- 
tion has uncovered even the 
faintest shadow of a 
conspiracy.” 

Officials also cast doubt on 
Mr Al Fdyed's insistence that 


Diana had uttered her last 
words to a nurse at tbe Pitie 
SaJpetrfere hospital 

Mr Al Fayed said last year 
be bad been told tbe words by 
a nurse, whom be named. The 
hospital at that time denied 
that any nurse of the same 
name worked there, adding 
that one nurse with the same 
surname was on its books but 
did not work in the emer- 
gency ward and would have 
bad “no reason to be any- 
where near” Diana. 

In his latest account, Mr Al 
Flayed said the nurse had cov- 
ered her name badge while 
speaking to him to cng ceal 
her identity. 

’Tve said tbis before. It is 
untrue that Diana said any- 
thing at the hospitaL" s^i d a 
spokesman, Thierry M6resse. 
“She never regained con- 
sciousness.” 

'Ihe unprecedented of 
tbe inquliy launched immedi- 
ately after tbe crash has 
angered some police and mag- 


istrates’ unions. Twenty-four 
officers from Paris’s elite 
criminal brigade have been 
Involved full time. Hundreds 
more policemen in local 
stations in the Paris area 
have been drawn in during 
the so-fer fruitless search for 
the owner ofa white Flat Uno, 
j vtoich eyewitness statements 
! and forensic evidence suggest 
! sideswiped toe Mercedes as it 
I entered the tunnel possibly 
triggering toe accident 
Two investigating magis- 
trates, Herve Stephan and 
i Marie-Christine Devidal, 
have been working exclu- 
sively on the case for nearly 
six months, putting more 
than 100 other ongoing inves- 
tigations on bold, anotoer jus- 
tice source said. 

‘This Is already the longest 
and most expensive investiga- 
tion of a trafiOc accldmt in 
French history," he saicL'Tbe 
instructions &om the start 
have been to pursue every 
single clue.” 
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Bl A S welc^ ^l\^ts to honour manifesto plege by allocating funds to recruit extra infant tefbhel 

“lair puts £22m into class size cuts 






by al]ocatta,SS“-?^- 


-~iteactter8 

nearty i2R'^°Uf®l benefit 

classes by 2001^-^ 


bnd h,ve 
authori. 

*0 

allocatSv money 

^“orSS‘ «■- 

someoSg^^not m^ude 

lem^vrith^ not solve the pro^ 
J3T[.«expec{^S^ 

nribm • primary s c h o ol 

part of a £250 mfl- 
ooN^ Deal fund tbr ef»h«s»%ig 

tobeanocatedinthelS^*® 


‘^Reducing ^tacc sizes Is 
Essential if all chlldrea are to 
bave access to the t^wnhing 
support tb^ need in their 
crucial early years, when they 
master the basics of literacy 
and numeracy*’, he saM. 

^e class size pledge is 
being Auided from savings on 
the assisted places arhwtia, 
which offered subsidised 
places fbr poorer children at 
mdependent schools. By phas- 
ing the scheme out, the Gov- 

M^ent eaqiects to generate 
£100 million fbr InCut 
I by 2001. “wi^'-iassw 

Mr Blair’s 

was welcomed by the teacher 
unions. David Hart, general 
secretary of the National 
Association of Head Teach- 
ers, said; “The sooner we can 
reduce the classes fbr all in- 
fant children the better." 

But he warned that minie. 
ters would find it difficult to 
deliver their pledge in fUlL 


The 65 authorities in the van- 

gu^ the programme were 
being given 100 per cent fimd- 

ing to recruit eictra teachers 
in schools with room for extra 
classes. But there would be a 
■gross waste of resources" if 
heads were made to split 
of 31 or 32 pupils and 

buud extra classro oms to ac- 
commodate them. 

The Local Government 
Association forecast enor- 
mous practical problems for 
ouettrovried schools on sites 
without room Ibr e»pan^ jfim 
I Areas wfth clusters of fimau 
village primaries which were 
all slightly overcrowded 
might not be able to let 
parents have their first 
choice of school if they had to 
keep within a strict ceiling on 
class numbers. 

Mr Blunkett sai± “if we 
wanted to simply shufOe chil- 
dren around the system anrf 
prevent dasses ristog over 30, 


We wouldn't have to aiinr!^ 

the additional £100 mimon by 

2001. Far from precluding the 
prefbrmice of parents. I think 
this win actually them." 

Stephen Dorrell, the 
shadow education seo^taxy, 
said the money was a drop to 
the ocean compared to cuts in 
the education budget in many 
areas. “Of course if there are 
no other choices ... than 
smaller classes are better 
than bigger sizes. In the 
world 1 *hinV the response to 
I this will be quite under- 
whelming to schools around 
Britain." 

Don Poster, the Liberal 
Democrat educaticm q>okes< 
man, said the Goveziunent 
should reduce sU primary 
class sixes. By stuping to 
Tory spending plans it was 
abandoning children aged 
seven to li to annth^ir three 
years of oversized classes and 
inadequate education. 


Warning of 
problems amid 
delight over 
top cash award 

FRIMART school head 
teachers in Derbyshire 
were last night celobzaliiig 
I the county’s success in hav- 
ing been awarded 

£1,160,000 — the biggest of 
the grants made to local au- 
thorities fbr reducing inr 
font class sizes, writes John 
OarveL 

For EUeen Lythgoe, head 
teacher at the 113-pnpil 
Padfleld primary school in 
Glossop, the money can 
provide a ghwpi« answer to 
overcrowding. 

She has 41 — -* 


one member of staff. By 
recruiting a second teacher 
and splitting the class, she 
can meet the GovmmneQt*8 
o bjectt ves withont cansnig 
disruptiim fbr the Older 

chiWi-en 

Quo of the infant **lnTOcc 
will probably nse the 
school hall in Qie momine 
fbr the new regime of liter- 
acy and numeracy hours 
I When older children need 
I the hall in the aftetnoons 
fbr FB, drama, and 

music, the two infant 
classes can share one of the 
existing classrooms. 

"The building is 112 
years old and so the rooms 
are big enon^**, she ye id. 
But for Peter Blunsdon, 
head of St John’s Church of 
England primary in Belper, 
the recruitment of an extra 
teacher will not be ewmtp;^ 
to solve the problem. 

He has 160 inliants in four 


classes. By converting the 
room at present used Ibr 
painting and music, he 
cmte an extra class and 
e limina te overcrowding for 
thetonr and five-jeaxxilds. 

Bnt that would still leave 
the six and seven-yeaivolds 
in two classes of 38. Setting 
a ceilli^ of 30 pupils for 
age group could cause 
u na cc e ptable overcrowding 
at the upper end of the 
school. 

I Evm if the county ftanded 
a second extra teacher, 
there would not be room 
for a second ex tra rfaag 
withont using the a«»booT 

nail 

That would effectively 
eliminate assemblies, 
drama, PE and other parts 
of the national cnrricnlnm. 

"The Govenunent iiaa a 
tondable aim. The problem 
IS putting it into practice,” 
he said. 





Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 
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“Was this a contract vnung 
by a professional hitwia»^ 9 i 
cannot say until we know 
who was responsible," he 
said. *^s an unusual method 
of knijng m a Hampshire vfl- 
lage, certainly." Lawson's 
r ole.M an infbnner would be 
ftxaniTned, but people 
not jump to cnrirfiipj^ ufi 
LawsiMi.acardealer,wasat 
home with an aasnpf^ ^ Sven 
Hamer, at the tima of the 
shooting. Police believe he 
answered the door to his 
thick-set kTfler who fled on a 
motorbike, the favourite 
mode (rf transport fbr hitmen. 
Lawson died 3ho^ alter 
being taken to 
girlfriend was not- in the 
house at the time. 

In 1992 Ms Carmnn qqW 28, 

was running an escort agency 
in Famham, Surrey, when 
Lawson hir^ one of the 
women on her books. The 
woman retunied from Hiq ap. 


pomtment hysterical, saying 
he had threatened her with a 
gun, a knife and swordstick. 
The police were but no 
gun was found. 

Although Lawson was put 
on the agmicy's blaciUist, an- 
other woman went to his 
house whmi he used a differ- 
ent name. She complained 


that he r^bsed to pay her the 
agreed fee. 

Lawson later telephoned 
Ms Cannon and recorded the 
conversation. She was 
accused of bktotanailing hi™ 
by threatttiiDg to accuse w™ 
of rape. Lawson gave evi- 
dence against her at a subse- 
qn^t triaL She was convicted 


and givmi a ocanmunhy ser- 
vice sentence. The Jury was 
not told he had a histoiy as an 
hifoimer. 

_ Lawson also had convic- 
tions for assault, criminal 
damage,^ attempted bor^axy 
and driving oQtoices. 

Yesterday Ms rannmi^ who 
now works as a drugs 


seDor, said she had been vis- 
ited by detectives investigat- 
ing murder. She had b ean 

frOm in q Tii riftff 

she said: ‘Tm not thick-set 
and 1 don't ride a motorbike!" 

She said Lawson had count- 
less enemies anri believed 
pe<^ would have been queu- 
ing up to kill him. 


The police who 
came to see me 
said everyone 
theyVe spoken 
to said 

wasn’t me but 
I’m not sorry”. 
That’s the way 
I feel’ 

Donna Cannon (left) 
on the murder of 
James Lawson 
(above) 


PHOTOQRAPH MD: RICHARD OLMER 


Lawstm bad once rui^ the 
Guardian to say he had only 
become an informer hecaiTse 
he was public spirited. He 
was not a paid police in- 
former, he said, but hart as- 
sisted the authorities on a 
number of cases because of 
his distaste for the IRA and 
drug dealers. 


SWIFTCALL 


LOW COST INTERNATIONAL CALLS 


- ^ n 








Ssiii 


saaiiBBfc iisiiilia 



Austa^ 18p 
Germany, 12p 
HongXoiig 27p 
Inifia 50p 
Ireland lOp 
Japan 20p 



HEARTS JOINED, 
PROPOSALS MADE AND 
VOWS RENEWED. 
TOMORROW 
AT HARRODS. 


N.Zealand 27p 

Pakistan 72p 

SMia 34p 

Thailand 72p 

UK 5p 

USA Sd 



Cut the cost, 
not the cover. 


nail 0800 77 99 55 

wwvw** ... -- - Miir ■■iMiTtinir 




Cal! us lodoy for details on fantastic saving:, to hundreds ci 
other destinations and hoiv to open your prepaid ac.count 


tnihid oat more 



Pay less for quality 
health insiirnn^. 





BUSMSS 0800 769 2222 


If two things were destined to be together 
this VitleaUne’s da^ it's you and Harrods. Choose from 
seven floors of gifts ranging from the traditional, 
such as fine Belgian chocolates and floral bouquets, to the 
moR extravagant, like a Chopard Love Ring from our Fine 
Jewellery Room. Or you could choose to treat your Valentine 
to a romantic meal. Heart-shaped salmon parcels udih 
oysters in the Sea Grill perhaps, or a special Valentine’s 
banquet at the Georgian Restaurant So tomorrow 
say those three special little words your loved one 
been dying to hear. Let's visit Harrods. 



^ ^ M* C:.', ISQO 79-t 2S1 

”* T800 S36 5005 


->iut3PjPMa4u«MU* 


■ I KMGHTSWnXX^ 


Hamkis Ltd^ Knigfitsbndgit, London A’H 'IX 7X1. 'Rb 0171-730 1234. 











8 WORLD NEWS 


Tlie Guardiati Friday February 13 1998 


Iraq crisis 




A party nf Tragi afthnnInhildr PTi fMea frwrarHg tha monnnifeiit tn the martyrs in Baghdad yesterday 
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Jordan faces rising anger 


JirffaNi Border In Aimnan 


A S THE Iraqi crisis 
showed signs of 
spreading iwatahn- 
ity through the 
region, Jordan's 
Islamist-led opposition is 
fhroattmu d tO Stage a 
today in defiance of a govern- 
ment ban on demons^tlons 
in support of Iraq. 

The Jordanian prime min , 
ieter, Abdul Saiam al-Majali, 
met <q[>positlon leaders from 
the National Popular Com- 
mittee in Defimce of Iraq but. 
the organisation said, he 
failed to persuade it to halt 
the d^onstratian, which Is 
due tcHjeglii as Musillms leave 
the Grand Husseini mosque 
in Amman after prayers. 

The govemment, fearfiil 
a wave of anti-Western anger. 


banned all pro-IraqL meetings 
eailier in the week and has 
said it will use "all available 
measures" to suppress 
unrest 

The national committee, es- 
tablished to give moral scq>- 
port to Baghdad in its show- 
down with the United States 
and Britain over United 
Nations weapons inspecticms. 
comprises 14 Islamist and 
Arab nationalist parties, 
unions and civic groups. 

Its spokesman. Suleiman 
Arrar. said the inarch would 
be orderly, without slc^ans or 
banners. He said: ‘The pro- 
cession is not going to liber- 
ate Iraq but we fed it's our 
duty to express the fedings 
on the Arab streets that Iraq 
is being hit and no Arab is 
raising his voice." 

Across the River Jordan, on 
the West Bank, Palestinian 


Britain draws flak from MEPs 


T he British Government 
is bracing itself for 
heavy cxitidsm fiom the 
Enropean Parliament next 
weds fbr its willingness to 
consider military action 
against Iraq and fidlnre to 
consult other European 
Union members, writes 

Stephen Bates in Brussels. 


With the Parliament’s 
session lihely to coincide 
with the countdown to a de- 
cision on military interven- 
tion, left-leaning MEPs, in- 
cluding British Labour 
member^ are demanding 
that action should only be 
taken with United Nations 
Security Council baiAli^. 


students defied a ban on dem- 
onstrations imposed by their 
own leaders yesterday. About 
300 marched in the town of 
Hebnm in support Saddam 
Hussein, burning US flags, 
throwing stones d Isradi sol- 
diers and chanting "Beloved 
Saddam, strike Tel Aviv". 

Jordanian govemment oBB- 
cials say they are de^y con- 


cerned about the possible 
regional repercussions of a 
m&tary strike on haq. An 
official of the royal palace 
tt was feared ttiat a wave 
of Iraqi refugees would move 
westw a rds if President Sad- 
dam’s r^jme began to Call 
apart. 

More than LS million Iraqis 
fled to Jordan durh^ the 1991 


Gulf war. This time Jorda- 
nian officials 810 Tnalring QOn- 
tingeney plans Cor the arrival 
of up to 500,000. Troops have 
been moved to the border to 
prevent an influx. 

.Tnr Hanian pnTIHwiT analyota 

said the threat of internal in- 
stability vltould rise consider- 
ably in the event of US-Brit- 
ish air strikes. 

TTamM MausouT, a spokes- 
man for the Islamic Action 
Front, the main opposition 
group, which boycotted last 
year’s parliamentary elec- 
tions, the government 

would not be able to control 
pc^nilar outrage. 

"No tree Arab win be able 
to remain silent . . . There 
win be no one safe in this 
region, especially those gov- 
rnmnents who fell to support 
Iraq." he said. 

Hnssan al-Anbari, a former 


Iraqi diplomat now teadhlng 
in Amin^ said America was 
indifferent to Arab public 
opinion. 

He doubted Jordan would 
be aide to prevent a wave of 
refugees crossing the border. 
*Tou may be able to stop legal 
crossing. Bat daring a war. 
the concept of I^iaUty disap- 
pears. Are you goic^ to shoot 
thm?" he said. 

the Iraqi fore^ minister, 
Mohammed Saeed el-Sahaf. 
was due in Jordan last night 
as part of a Middle East tour 
designed to rally Arab opin- 
ion. Before leaving Cairo be 
said the door to a diplmnatlc 
solution was still open. 

But he said that If the US 
went ahead with military 
action it should appreciate 
‘the dire consequences not 
only to the region and to Iraq, 
but also to them". 


SMALL CHANGE 



"VT^th effect from 28 February 1998 the old, larger, heavier 
50 pence coins will be withdrawn from circulation. 
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Scud gets a cheer 
from the sidelines 


Hs old and crude but 
beats the US Patriot, 
a Moscow scientist 
tells James Meek 


• I "Uhi ARE Saddam Hos- 
I seln's most feared 
I weapons, the elusive, 
mobile Scud missiles which 
panicked the Middle East in 
1991 and which lurk, un- 
zmmbered with perhaps the 
most evil of payloads, in 
the desert byways of Iraq. 

They were Rem Kanin’s 
pride and Joy- Even now 
there is nothi^ like a men- 
tion of the Scud cm the ev^ 
nlng news to pnt a spring in 
the missile scientist’s step. 

Mr Kanin, aged 62, is one 
of the dwindling band of 
then Soviet engineers who 
helped design the 5cud-B 
missile snppUed to Iraq and 
many other “rogue 
reglines'* » North Korea, 
Libya. Iran and Syria. 

‘The last time I saw the 
rocket it was in Af ghani . 
Stan," he said. ‘T was lying 
there watching the TV 
news cmd there it was." 

The Scud, no longer used 
by the Russian army, has 
Imen heavily modified by 
clients like the Iraqis 
the North Koreans. But it Is 
still essentially the simple 
oiissUe masterminded by 
Mr Kanin’s former boss 
Victor Makeyev. 

“Here you have this 
rodcet designed at the end 
of the 1960s, it’s 3Sft long, it 
doesn't have a detaiihable 
warhead and the most basic 
of radars can see where it’s 
going," Mr Kanin said. 
"Yet it’s clear foe US Pat- 
riot doesn’t woric so well 
against the old lady." 


Mr Wnntn still works at 
the former Scud design 
office in Mass, near Chelya- 
binsk, previously k nown 
only by the code name SEB- 
385 and now «amad after 
Makeyev. The oCBce has 
long since abandoned the 
Scud in fovour of intercoor 
tinental ballistic missiles 
fbr Russia’s nuclear sub- 
marines, but the old guard 
still listens for media men- 
tions of their baby doing 
well abroad. 

"There’s a sense of satis- 
fection," said Mr Kanin, a 
stocky, fostidions man with 
a goatee. "Even when they 
ascribe foe Scud to someone 
else instead of us." 

The Scud-B was assem- 
bled far from foe design 
office. In another part of 
Russia. "Scud" is not foe 
Russian name of the rocket 
but its Nato code name, al- 
though even the Russian 
media has taken to calling 
it "Scud" Instead of its Rus- 
sian code, R-17. Mr Wanln 
said be was not offended. 

"The main thing is foat 
fame arrived. And foe feet 
that fame arrived when the 
rocket is entering its fourth 
decade of active service 
overcomes any possible of- 
fence,” he said. 

The Scud Is a distant de- 
scendant of the first Soviet 
rocket, foe R-l. Uke the 
Americans, the first Soviet 
rocket engineers worked 
with German scientists to 
copy the V-2 rocket which 
Hitler used against London. 

United States rocket engi- 
neers defended themselves 
against criticism of Russia’s 
early lead in foe mlssUe 
stakes by saying, “Their 
Germans are brtter than 
ours." ’’ Mr Kanin dis- 
agreed: "1 beard foe best 
Germans went to America." 


In Stormin’ 
Norman’s 
desert boots 


Martin Kettle in Washington on the 

quiet miiitary planner who would 

lead any new campaign against Saddam 



How many p rofes so rs does it 
take to change a policy? If 
they are Genmm profe sso rs 
of economics, it appears 
more than 155. 

Isabel Hilton 



I F THE United States 
launches Gulf war n 
g gairtat Iraq in the com- 
ing days weeks, then 
the role played by "Stormin' 
Norman” Schwarzkopf the 
first time around will this 
timg be idayed by another 
close-cropped, squm^jawed 
mfiwwi- y man Straight fiom 
central General Tony 

Zinni. 

Gen Zinni bolds Gan 
SchwardavTs old job as chief 
cf the US mOltazys Central 
fVwTimand. Centcom, as the 
f-nmmgrirt is kDOwn. Is perma- 


nently based at MacDiQ air- 
force base outside Tampa. 
Florida, but it has nothii^ to 
do with the Caribbean or the 
Americas. It is the hub of US 
pTanning for any military mi- 


gg gamant in a SectOT Of the 
which describes an are 
from Kenya through the 
Middle East and into Faklstaa 
Gen 2 inni. aged 54, has 
been h ea d of Centcom only 
since 1997, but he is one c€ 
America’s most experienced 
seddiers. He served and was 
wounded in 'i^etnam, where 
he won the Purple Heart 
More recently he has emerged 
as a master military planner 


in some of the most diffletdt 
peacekeeping operations 
undertaken by the US. These 
include protecting Kurds in 
northern Iraq after foe Gulf 
war, later >»' yb ig to maintain 
order ammg the rival armed 
forces in Somalia In 1992 and 
1993, and supervising the 
American withdrawal from 
foe African countiy two years 
later. 

Lacking Gen Schwarekoprs 
panarha and flair for public 
relations, Gen Mnni is a more 
traditional, quiet military 
man. He may have been 
tested under enemy fire but 
he has yet to win his qiurs in 
combat with foe media. 

ID a rare press briefing in 
November, however. Gen 
Zinni gave a feulUess perfor- 
mance in which he spoke 
mmringiy of biis first-hand ex- 
perience of the effects of foe 
Iraqi weapons which he may 
soon he onlered to destroy. 

‘T've seen the results ofhls 
handiwork first hand," the 
general recalled of his seven 
months in northern Iraq after 
foe ceasefire with Saddam 
Hussein in 1991. 

"It’s sickening. And it 
seems to me that he has little 
value for human life. And if 
it’s a question of being in 
power. 1 foink he’d resort to 
any act 

I went into foe Kurdish 
villages that were gased," 
Gen Zinni said. "I went to foe 
villages where no stone stood 
upon stone and foe villa^rs 


told me that five times the vil- 
lages were destroyed.” 

On that occasion, after foe 
last stand-off with Iraq, Gen 
v.inni warned foat Presidmit 
Saddam's airforce, which 
would take foe brunt of any 
action now, was "still 
capable" anfl *''hai' his air 
fence systmns were “pretty 
robust". But he said the US 
would be wen capable of res- 
ponding "in a serious way". 

Gen vriio grew up in 

Pennsylvania, graduated from 
V TTlano va University in 1966 
with an economics degree be- 
fore bflmg commissioned as a 
setxmd lieutenant in foe ma- 
rines. Two years later he was 
ordered on the first of two 
tours c£ duty in Vietnam, 



General Zinni: military man 
straight from central casting 

where he was wounded whOe 
serving as a marine company 
commaiider in 1970. 

Gen Zinni spent much criTthe 
next two decades working his 
way up through the ranks of 
the marines in a variety of 
command and administrative 
poi^ He has a masters degree 
in international reLations, and 
Is particiiiarly experienced in 
leading disaster relief and 
emergency aid missions, 
which he did in Japan In 1987 
and foe Philippines in 1989. 

Six F-16 fighter jets left foe 
US fbr the Gulf yesterday as a 
package of 19 bombers and 
attack Jets began moving to 
join the American military 
force poised near Iraq. Six 
B-52 bombers and one swing- 
wing B-1 bomber were sched- 
uled to leave Louisiana and 
South Dakota later in the day. 
Six F-117A stealth fighters 
will depart New Mexico early 
today for foe Gulf. 


urgent appeal 


EARTHQUAKE IN 

AFGHANISTAN 


Last week an earthquake killed over 4000 people in 
the Takhar Province of Afghanistan. Today thousands 
more are suffering in sub-zero temperatures - without 
shelter, warmth, medical supplies or clean water. 

Despite the terrain, weather, and on-going civil war, a 
Red Cross land convoy and two Red Cross flights 
have already arrived in the region. But additional 
supplies arc desperately needed to prevent further 
loss of life. 

We urgently need your help. Just £25. or as much 
as you can give, will help us to save lives. 

Please call now with your credit card donation. 
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Suhario 
®i^ers 
annyto 

quash 

riots 

deatial election’iJS?^ 

g^der.hetoU 
ttot they “should 

oiv^Siir-- 

«SS£~ 

£r“>'SS 

political objectives 
w^ch have not been achievi 
democratic 

co^titutional means’* 

President Suharto, once a 
peasant farmer.^ 
^ed Indonesia for 32 years 
^d js guaranteed re^le^on 
for a^enth successive term 
**® personally 
1.000 members 
the electoral college. 

■^® the economic crisis 
«nds toe the price of basic 
co mmoditi es soaring, unrest 
has become a daily occur- 
rence. Yesterday hundreds of 
P^cab drivers ran amok 
after demonstrating against 
rismg tyre prices. 

'^e rioting is starting to 
gather a momentum of Its 
own," a poUUcal analyst said 
last night as fresh violence * 
w*as reported near toe west 
Java city of Cirebon. “It can Si 
spread very quickly, particu- cs 
larly as everyone is sufferin g qi 
at toe moment and no one is st 
bemg spared.” oi 

Most observers be^eve the re 
chaos will continue. An inter- ht 
national banker said yester- ar 
day: “The economy is com* m 
pletely rudderless at the 
moment and. until someone ch 
gets a grip, Indonesia is going lit 
to continue to meander aim- Sii 
lessly through the economic of 
wasteland. The result can P 4 i 
only be more violence.” foi 

.According to the sociologist ou 
Loekman Sutrisno, President ph 
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Clinton plan^rise 
in minimum wage 
to woo voters 


Martin Itotli* in WMNngleB 


P resident BUI cun- 

ton gjgnaiifld a SL*an- 
honr increase in the 

statutory wrinlmum - 

wage over the next two years 
yestoiday as part of a vote- 
catchl^ programme to win 
bade Democratic Far^ con- 
trol of Congress in the 
autumn mid-term Sections. 

Though the precise details 
of his pn^osal have yet to be 
worked Mr Clinton told a 
Tnrrrinc of party leaders that 
toe boMning ecow^ could 
afibrd toe second rise in toe 
mhimiiifw wage in l ess than a 
year without threatening 
other spending plans. Ihe in- 
crease win take the otScial 
hourly rate to $6.15 (£3.7^ by 
the end of 1999. 

The rise is likdy to be 
introduced In two stages, 
though the legislation win 
have to go through toe Con- 
gress this sesskm. 

The piT^msal is a compro- 
mise between the gLSOen- 
hour increase by September 
2000 urged by Senator Ed- 
ward E^nnedy other lib- 
eral Democrats and the oppo- 
sition of toe Republicans, 
who control Congress, to any 
increase. 


It is toe latest In a series of 
measures appealing to tradi- 
tional Democratic voters 
which the administration 
sees as central to its strategy 
for saving Mr Clinton's presi- 
dency fhmi being trapp^ or 
destroyed by the Monica 
Lewinsky case. 

Ihere is a growing especta- 
tioQ in toe White Bouse and 
among congressional Republi- 
cans that the independent 
prosecutor, Kenneth Starr, 
will not bring criminal 
charges gainst Mr C3intf>n 
when he finiahad investigat- 
ing whether the president and 
Ms Lewinsky lied on oath 
! abont a sexual relationship, 
i Mr Starr is thought more 
likely to present his evidence 
to the Republican-cootroUed 
House of Representatives, so 
that possible impeachment 
proceedings could begiu 
against Mr Clinton. 

At a private two-day meet- 
ing in Vbginia tbis week 
Republicans are nnderstood 
to have agreed to make no 

more public attaidcB on Mr 
Clinton for toe Lewinsky af- 
ikir. so as not to provide am- 
munition Ibr charges of bias 
if impeachment proceedings 
b^in. The Republican House 
Speaker, Newt Gingrich, told 
reporters yesterday: 'T have 


ito comment at all on that en- 
tire zone, and well cheerflilly 
repeat that phrase as offen as 
you all want to the 
question.” 

Some observers believe the 
proceedings could drag on 
tluoughoirt the mid-term elec- 
tion campaign to mavimise 
the embarrassment to the 
president, without reaching a 
conclusion. 

If that is the case, then Mr 
Clinton’s interest in ensuring 
a Democratic victory in No- 
vember, and winning 
control of the Congress belbre 
an impeachment bm is com- 
pleted, could hardly be 
greater. 

In Washington yesterday Mr 
Stare subpoeiaed a farmer 
White Rouse secret service of- 
ficer, Lewis Box, to give evi- 
deiM before ftie grand Jury 
which Is considering the case 
against Mr Climoa. 

Mr Fooe, who has said he 
stood goani outside the Oval 
Office whfle Mr Clinton and 
Ms Lewinsky were a lo ne in- 
side, made a brief visit to the 
courthouse before leaving 
without cnmmaii f 
It was unclear whether be 
gave evidence or — like a 
number of secret service 
agents whom Mr Stare wishes 
to Interview — declined. 


Zippergate looks like apple 
pie against peach scandal 


Andrew Higgins in Taipei on a salacious 
saga of sexual goings-on in high places 


President Suharto, saiToimded by Indonesto’s senior military officers, to Jalmrte^^ . FWTOGRAPteBwvwjiwHENi 


Suharto’s problem is that be 
cannot admit its own inade- 
quacies. “Statements hiaming 
subversives sound great but 
only expose the reality ai the 
I regime. He cannot accept tha t 
he has faded and is blaming 
anyone and everyone for his 
mistakes." 

There Is little hope of 
change. Amien Rais, a Mus- 
lim scholar, and Megawati 
Sukarnoputri, former 
of the Indonesian Democratic 
thirty, have offered to stand 
for toe presidency but are 
outside Indonesia's claustro- 
phobic and tightly controlled 


political system and so stand 
no chance success. 

The only option for many is 
to rdy on toe younger officers 
vho took over senlm- nulttery 
I positions yesterday. Tiiey in- 
clude General Wiranto, aged 
who became commander- 
in-chief and President Suhar- 
to’s son-in-law Major-General 
Prabowo Subianto. 

than anytoing [the 
military] is interested in 
maintaining national stabil- 
ity.” Dr Sutrisno said. It has 
its vast business interests to 
protect and has no desire to 
see these threatened in any 


way. Many people take heart 
from this.” 

The military still has a rep- 
otatioa for ruthless repres- 
sion, although Gen Wiranto is 
tootight to be trying to change 
that During an exercise in 
central Jakarta last week he 
said; “Protecting the nafifvn is 
as much the role of the public 
as the armed forces. 1 would 
like to see peo^ miring more 
‘responsihflfty than has been 
the case in the past" 

The di ffer ence now. Dr Su- 
tiisno says, is that miUt^ 
famflles are starting to get 
hungry — “and having 


huz^gry soldiers could i«*ad to 
a very dangerous state of 
affiilrs”. 

AlthoUj^ Gen Wiranto and 
I his colleagues are continned 
Suharto loyalists, th^ would 
tell him to res^ if that be- 
came the only way to protect 
their own interests and and 
the crisis. Dr Sutrisno added. 

That was imliltely to hap- 
pen before the electLoo, but if 
toe economic turmoil contin- 
ued, he said, "I can see the 
forces telling him he must 
step down”. 
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EU aims-trade proposal ‘will not block exports to repressive regimes’ 


r AL 


Richard Norton-Taylor 

T he .Ang]o-FI«nch proposal 
for a European Union 
code of conduct on the arms 
trade contains serious loop- 
holes that would allow mem- 
ber states to continue export- 
ing repressive equipment to 
dictatorships, according to 
aid and h uman rights agen- 
cies. . 

A leaked draft of the pro- , 


posal, to be discussed by min- 
isters in Brussels next week, 
shows no proviston for parlia- 
mentary scrutiny of weapons 
exports, said toe group of in- 
dependent British agencies, 
including Ox£am, Amnesty 
International. S^erworld, 
and the British American Se- 
curi^ Information CoimcO. 

The group says toe proposal 
2dlow5 governments to un^r^ 
cut each other secretly and 
' arms brokers to disguise toe 


I identity of arms suppliers. It 
I would not prevent exports 
being divteted to war zones. 

The group says a signifi- 
cant loophc^ in one ri art se 
would allow EU arms ex p o rts 
to r^iressive r^imes “if the 
end-use Is judged to be legiti- 
mate. such as the protection 
of members of the security 
Rates from violence". 

The proposed code, based 
on British guidaiines, would 
allow the export of paramili- 


tary and polioe equipment 
which can be used to abuse 
human rights, tbe group says. 

Under the guidelines, Brit- 
ain has approved 22 licences 
for the export of bombs, am- 
munition and surveillance 

equipment to anri 

86 licences for the sale of 
rifles, mortars and annonred 
vehicles to Turkey, it said. 

• British aid progects to Indo- 
nesia. which inoiiiHft more 
than £1 minion on manage- 


ment training fin: the coun- 
try's police force despite its 
hranan rights record, were 
criticised yesterday by toe 
House of Commons paWc ac- 
counts committee. 

It said the project’s aiwg 
“would have been more eOec- 
tivety realised had the ... ob- 
jectives been e^nressed in 
terms of addressing Tiinwan 
rights issues instead of focus- 
ing ... on the ImproveEnent of 
the Indonesian p^ce foice." 


I F HILLARY Clinton 
thinks the ftarore aroused 
by her hnsband’s an>e- 
tites was a uniquely Ameri- 
can feeding ft-enzy she 
should take a peek' at pages 
(me, three, four, five, seven 
and IX of Taiwan’s best- 
selling daily newspaper, 
the China Times. 

Each page, and hours , of 
television and radio, is ded- 
icated to Taiwan’s own 
drama of SC9E in lii^ places: 
an alleged love-triangle 
that makes Monica Lewin- 
sky’s suiqtosed relattonabip 
with President Clinton 
seem lifce apple-pie. 

The saga is known (x>y]y 
in Chinese as a “peaidi 
scandal". Bnt Confdclan 
propriety haa been swept 
aside by a ftood (Rfsalacloiis 
media (xyverage. 

“Onr peditSdans have al- 
ways bad lots of aXfiiir, but 
tt is very rare for them to 
explode in public like this,” 
said Pan T sn-yt n, director 
of news at TVBS, an inde- 
pendent televffdim charaeL 
"From now on, public fig- 
ures in Taiwan win have to 
take more care." 

The ftarore began with an 
attack on one of Taiwan’s 
xistng political stars, Hnang 
Ylrchiao, by Clara Clum, a 
talk-show host and bdogza- 
pher. Ms Chon oTninmn^^ ^ 
on air that she had had a 
long afTbir with a govern- 
ment spokesman, and had 
been forced to have an 
abortion. 


1 She added the spoikesmau 
1 bad indulged in a parallel 
’ affair with a friend of one 
of Taiwan's best-known ce- 
lebrities. She riaimed that 
this relationship too ended 
with an abortion. 

Mr Hnane, tbe divorced 
Lothario in the aiiagwi tri- 
angle, issued a mealy- 
mouthcid denial and was 
sacked as a government 
spokesman. 

Colnnmists have woven 
elaborate conspiracy toeo- 
' ries, si^sesting a mmpaig n 

Trom nowon, 
public figures in 
Taiwan will have to 
take more care’ 

to undermine his boss, 
James Soong, who plans to 
nm tor president. 

A soothsayer, Un Chen- 
ylt has declared that the 
recently begun Year of the 
Tiger is governed by a 
“peach blossom star" — an 
alignment of the heavens 
said to stir lust. 

Whatever tbe explana- 
tkm, the Taiwanese media’s 

excesses seem to stem flftm 

the country’s young and 
boisterous democracy. 

Until 1987 all the media 
was controlled by the Euo- 
mistang, the party that fled 
to file island after losing 


> China's civil war in 1949. 

Now, in place of three 
television channels con- 
trolled by the Enomiutang, 
there are dozens, some of- 
1 fering Japanese pomogra- 
L pby, American wrestling, 

I and sermons Ity quirky reU- 
' gions gronps. 

The love-triangle episode 
overturns one of the 
remaining taboos In Tai- 
wanese society: the private 
agonies of public fignres. 
The traumas of ordinary 
people their maimed 
bodies and grieving rela- 
tives — have long been the 
staple of news reports. 

“There have always been 
lots of scandals, but It was 
very difficnlt to write about 
them before," said Wnang 
Chao-sung, president of the 
China Times. “Taiwan has 
very toi^ libel laws. But 
then came this lady, who 
wanted the whole worid to 
know what happened*' 

The protagonists* chil- 
dren have now also been 
engulfed by the srawdaL A 
letter by Mr Hnaxtgta 16 - 
year-old daughter attracted 
far more Interest thaw a 
far-reaching cabinet 
reshuffle. She wrote: “No 
matter wbat Auntie Chon 
I says abont my father, I will 
always fael he is the great- 
est father in my heart. Keep 
going. I love yon forever." 

As new crews beseiged 
her Taipei home, a note in 
her handwriting appeared 
on the firont door: “Dear 
aunties and irnrfaf of 
press: I Imow yon will wwn e 
looking for me today. But 
mum and 1 will not come 
and ^leak.” 
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David Sharrock finds Israelis shamed by a young immigrant who has joined the casualties of war 

lAIr crash hits 


Life of a dog, death of a hero 



lEOLAI Rappaport 
is borne now. His 
body was flown to 
his native Erasno- 
: dar in the north- 
ern Caucasus from southern 
Lebanon where, sis days ago, 
he was IcOled at the age of 23 
by a HlabiiUah mortar. 

Ostensibly an Israeli hero 
killed in the line of duty, out- 
side army hours Sergeant 
Rappaport and his family 
liv^ “like dogs", according 
to a Hebrew newspaper. 

The appalling conditions 
revealed when President Elzer 
Weizman called on the dead 
man's family to pay his 
respects have made Rappo- 
port stand ont from the many 
other casualties of war. There 
has been an outpouring ot 
shame. 

‘*Thls is terrible,” Mr Weiz- 
man said as he surveyed the 


I I60sq ft of unroofiad and win- 
I dowless space in a nitiiy 
courtyard in Tei Aviv’s low- 
rent Shaplra district which 
Rappaport shared with his 62- 
year-old fhther Ilya and his 
sister Olga, a year his junior. 

Boards had been used to 
make a sort of roof and a bed. 
l^ere was a pile of cushions.' 
A r^igerator stood in the 
centre of the room. The only 
decoration was a calendar 
pinned to a wall depicting an 
Alpine scene. 

*1 brought my flower to Is- 
rael, and now I have to bury 
him,” niya wept "I have no 
fhture now. My future will 
soon be boried in Russian 
sofl." 

It was the antithesis of 
vdiat Zionism is supposed to 
be about the Ma’ariv news- 
paper said. “Zionism, in this 
case, becomes a cover-up for a 


disgrace. For an embarrass- 
ment For feelings of guilt 
“Little Zionism can be 
found in the case of one who 
immigrates to Isra^ lives in 
a garage, dies in Lebwon and 
gets shipped back to Russia In 

made their home here in the 
iggos. His case may be ex- 
treme, but, as Israel launched 
Its SOttt anniversary celebra- 
tions under ihe tifle Togefoer 
in ETlde, Togefoer in Hope, it 
has been a sobering lesson in 

The history of Zionism was wrapped up 
in the coffin bearing his body away 

a coffin, without any cfficial 
representative of the state of 
Israel escorting It . . . Ihere is 
.no justificatim for fois; oer- 
taiifly. *Zionism’ cannot be 
used to estenuate the situa- 
tion. This is no Zionist 
dream.” 

Nikolai Rappaport emi- 
grated to Israel three jrears 
ago, one of the more than 
70OJIOO Russians who have 

foe difiiculties feced by Jews 
seekii^ a better life In what 
they see as their ancient 
hmneland. 

nya Rappaport worked a 15- 
hour day as a vrelder until the 
fectory closed last summer. 
His daughter Olga arrived 
only two months a go. Now 
they are flying home with Ni- 
kdars body. It seems alnust 
certain th^ will stay there. 


Before they had even leemwi 
how to live in Israel they had 
discovered what it is to die 
there. 

“We grew up as twins,” 
Olga said. ”I couldn’t con- 
tinue to live here without 
him.” 

Nikolai worioed beside his 
fhther before joining the 
army. He volunteered for 
combat du^, not foiling his 
fhther he was sv^g In isra- 
eTs ’security zone' m south- 
ern Lebanon. Nor did he tell 
bis comrades his life in TUL 

A'viv. 

The lOP-year history of Zi- 
onism was wxaroed up in the 
coffln bluing his body from 
IsraeL wrote one cUluninlsL 
“Something has-hanfoned to 
us. We have lost our tribal 
sense of responsibility. Our 
mutual commitment ends, as 
It did this week, <m die Leba- 


nese side of the Good Fence.” 

A hero in death perhaps, 
but there was no romn for 
R« 9 paport in the cemetery, 
Ti ^ hie fiaiwily nhosen to 

him in the Promised Land. 
Hjs grievli^ mother Elavdira 
is not Jewish and so, by me 
Orthodoz law which prevails 
in la:^ neither is he. She 
stayed behind bi the Cauca- 
sus because she thou^ she 
would not be weloome. 

Before he took his leave of 
their one-romn home, Resi- 
dent Weizman *nid Iliya and 
Olga Rappaport: “Let me 
know if you decide to return 
to Israel and I will assist 
you.” 

Olga has already made up 
her mind, and her fetber, too. 
seems on the point of giving 
up the Zionist dream. For 
them and for Nikolai the <£ier 
of help came too late. 



Khartoum’s 
peace hopes 


Jo nathan a s e ele 
biKbartoiBn 
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BTEC Higher 
Nationals 
work for us” 



Ganiner Meichanc has been a supponer of BTEC HND 
progranunes for many years. Our experience shows chat 
scudencs acquire both che academic and the practical skills 
which are so vital in the workplace. Students with BTEC 
HNDs beoeflc not only diemselves but also our company. 
They can make an early concribudon at worit which helps 
them and us grow Erotn strength to strength in the market. 

John Stacey 

(Head of Human Resources * 

Gardner Merchant] 


Karachi clans threaten to 
kill stai^crossed lovers 


I N A STORY with echoes of 
Romeo and Juliet, the fem- 
ily of a l&year-old Paldstani 
ghi have condemned her to 
death for marrying into a 
rival ethnic group. 

Ri^t Afrldi’s marriage has 
angered her conservative 
Muslim group of Pathans, 
whose riots have shut down 
the city of Karachi They say 
she was kidnapped, but her 
in-laws say she eloped. The 
couple are now believed to be 
in Lahore. 


The Pathan leader, Tariq 
Khan, said: ‘It doesn’t matter 
whether she was kidnapped 
or went voluntarily, she wiB 
be killed, lliis is our 

traditiem and honour.” 

The Pathans’ ethnic rivals, 
the mohajirs, are Karachi’s 
largest Muslim group. Riffet’s 
husband, Kanwar Ahson, has 
been charged under Paki- 
stan’s Islamic Hadood ordi- 
nance. which imposes the 
death penalty for sex outside 
marriage. — AP. 
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Cuba bows to 
Pope’s plea 

C UBA said yesterday that 
it was releasing more 
than 200 prisoners. Includ- 
ing some political de- 
tainees. after the Pope’s ap- 
peal for clemency daring 
his visit last month. 

A foreign ministry 
spokesman. Alejandro Gon- 
^ez. said “several dozen” 
people On a list handed to 
the authorities by the Vati- 
can secretary of state. An- 
gelo Sodano, would be 
pardoned. 

Cuban dissidents say that 
about 600 prisoners of con- 
science are held in the 
country’s jails. 

The Vatican said in a 
communique that it was 
“delighted with th>g no- 
table step, which repre- 
sents a concrete prospe^ of 
hope for the fntore of this 
noble nation”. — Reuters. 


243 flee from 
Honduranian 

M ore than 200 prisoners, 
some armed with AK-47s, 
wm on the loose in northem 
Honduras yesteniay after over- 
whelming their guards and set- 
ting fire to the 

Roadblocks were set up 
around La Ceiba, 190 miles 
north of T^ucigalpa, and foe 
army was combing nearby 
mountains for the 243 who 
broke out of El Forvenir 
prison on Wednesday. Two 
prisoners were wounded dur- 
ing foe riot, and a third was 
captured several hours later. 

The deputy interior oiinis- 
ter, Alberto Reconco Venyas, 
said they were demanding foe 
release of the prison’s popu- 
lar director. Jorge Martinez, 
who who has been in jail 
since December, charged vrith 
abuse of authority. The au- 
thorities believed he was 
being too lenient — AP. 


Fog causes 
pile-up in Italy 

FOUR people were killed and 
at least 50 injured yesterd^ 
in a pile-up involving 2 S 0 ve- 
hicles on a fog-bound stretch 
of motorway between Padua 
and Rovigo in north-east 
Italy, police said. There were 
early reports that a lorry was 
carrying radioactive ura- 
nium. — Reuters 

Freetown fighting 

At least 2S0 people have been 
killed and SjOOO have fled the 
Sierra Leone capital Freetown 
|n foe past two days as foe mil- 
itary’ junta has come under 
attack by Nigerian-led West 
African forces, the humanitar- 
ian Intemational Crisis Group 


said yesterday, it said the self- 
declared president. Joh nn y 
Paul Eoroma. was “foought to 
be plotting an escape, possibly 
to Uberia”. — Reusers, 

Death sentences 

Seven Burundians convicted 
d planting landmines which 
killed 11 people and wounded 
many others in the capital Bu- 
jiuQbura last year were sen- 
tenced to death. — AP. 

Bomb makers flee 

Three rightwing extremists 
were on the run after a hnmb 
fhetory was discovered in a 
garage in Jena, east Germany 
prosecutors said yesterday. 
The eifolosives were found 
while the police were Investt- 
gatii^ a felled attempt to blow 
up a foeatre. — Reuters. 


UDAN’S vicepresident, 
iGeoerel Al-Zubeir Mo- 
Saleh, and sev- 
eral other senior figures died 
yesteniay in an air crash 
while touring the front lines 
in the war against southern 
rebels. An unknown number 
of officials survived. 

The tour was the first by a 
senior delegation since the 
government retook the 1 ^ 
soofoem town of Wau and its 
allport a^r a two-day rebel 
occupation a fortni^t ago. 

The president. General 
Omar al-Basbir, d escri bed foe 
deaths as “a martyrdom in 
the cause of peace”. He said 
foe crash happened at Nasir, 
in Upper Nile state. Bad 
weather caused the plane to 
land too fer down the runway 
anri slip into the Sobat river. 

Nasir, about 435 miles from 
Khartoum and dose to foe 
Ethiopian border, is con- 
trolled by Risk Machar, a fbr- 
mer Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Army leader who allied 
with the government when he 
sidled a peace agreeaii^t in 
1997. 

Nasir has not been involved 
in the recent outbreak of 
fighti^, but an SHIA epokes- 
TTian in Nairobi, Jnstin Yaac, 
claimed that rebels shot 
plane down. There was no 
confirmation the 

The official Sudanese news 
agency said one of ^ dead 
was Aick Thon Arok, a fbr^ 
mer Ind^>endent Group rebel 
leader and k^ signatory of 
the peace agreement. Two 
ministers survived, one flie 

tnftw mflHnw Tninister . 

As a Oinka, a mamber of 
the largest ethnic group in 
foe south, Arok Thon Arok 
was a rival of Jdm Garang. 
flie leader of the SPLA, yfolch 
stepped up its operations last 


mon th shortly after a visit by 
the United States secretary of 
state, Madeleine Albri^t. 
She held talks in Uganda with 
Mr Garang several north- 
em opposition leaders who ' 
have formed a united front 
anA are fl ghtfng in three sepa- ~ 
rate unions cf Sudan. 

It was the first time in the 
14-year war that an American : 
secretary of state had met the 
rebels a^ given such a dlear 
signal of support The US has 
been trying to isolate the gov- 
ernment which it accuses of 
sponsoring terrorism. Includ- 
ing the bombing of the World ' 
Trade Centre in New York 
and an assassination attempt 
in Addis Ababa on Egypt’s 
president Hosni Mubarak. 

Washington provides mili- 
tary supplies to the Ugandan 
army, which is believed to be 
sending weapons and fuel to 
theSFLA. 

The disaster is the second 
serious blow to Khartoum's 
peace hopes within a month. 

It was taken by surprise in 
late January when the forces 
of another local Dinka war- 
lord, Eerubino Kwanyin Bol 
— who also signed the Khar- 
toum peace agreement — 
seized control of Wau. and its 
railway terminal and airport 
The men had entered the 
town some weeks earlier, pos- 
ing as defectors from the 
SITiA. The government trum- 
peted their return as a vindi- 
cation of its peace overtures, 
only to find they were a Tro- 
jan horse. 

In Khartoum yesterday the 
national assembly deputy 
Speaker, Abdel Aziz Shidu, 
accused Washington of being 
behind the Wau ^oL 
fritemational aid agencies 
have been trying to get relief 
supplies to 50,000 civilians 
wto fl^ Wau and nearby 
towns in foe fighting, but the 
government has blocked 
fii^ts on security grounds. 


Monarchists rally at 11 th hour as 
rift between Republicans grows 


Christopher 23nn In Sydney 


An anti-T^ban. militiaman watches aid workers unload a Red Cross plane in nortb-east Afsfoanistau, where an earthquake last Wednesday killed about 4.500 neonle Roimh 
terrain and bad weather have hampered attempts to get snppUes through. Agencies are now planning an air drop photogwIw: abou^ 


A ustralian monar- 
chists remained hopeful 
of a tactical victory at the 
constitutional convention 
in Canberra last nb^t after 
an indecisive vote in favour 
of a nepublic with an indi- 
rectiy elected president. 

Republicans were bitterly 
divided after delegates 
voted maiginaUy in fevour 
of the Australian Repnbli- 
can Movement’s (ARM) 
comproniise proposal that 
parliament should elect the 
head of state — with a two- 
thirds nuflority needed — 
from canfodatK nominated 
by the public. 

The 152 delegates voted 
75-71. Among those against 
were renegade republicans 
who want a popularly 
elected president. There 
were some abstentions. The 
prime minister. John How- 
ard, himself a delegate and 


a monarchist, was not pres- . 
ent for the vote. ‘ 

A final vote Will be taken 
at the last session of the., 
convention today to at- 
tempt to achieve the clear 
majority Mr Howard says is . 
necessary before the repub-. 
lican model can be put to a 
a reterendum next year. 1 
The monarchists want the- 
:^posal put to a referen- 
dum: their own opinion polls' 
show that the people want to * 
directly elect the president 
and will nyect any model 
not allowing them to do sa 
In a dramatic day of votes 
yesterday four republic mod- 
els were cut down. Even 
winning model did not at- 
tract the necessary majority. 

The Arm ehaii^an ^ Mal- 
colm l^irnbull, said the vote 
today would be between 
preferred republican model 
and the status quo. Dele- 
gates would then decide 
whether the model should 
be put to a referendum. 
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Last week, the town of Rostaq was devastated by an 
earthquate. Within 48 hours of the alert reaching the 
outside world. Mfidecios Sans Fronderes were in the area. 
A field hospital has been established and smaller clinics 
are being set up. Mobile teams have been organised to 
coUeci the wounded and hundreds of people have been 
treated for fractures, head wounds and trauma. 

It's not over though. Thousands of people fromoutlying 
areas are now converging on Rosuq seeking help and 
in the wake of the earthquake, che weather has turned 
savagely cold. Medecins Sans Frontigres are doing all 
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aqreempnt^^^^ I ®"'^®'' ® worrying new 

democracy? By David Rowan 
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H the nationals of ahost oountnt 

Multilataral a »Wes iTOm the world's » thataAl mea^ian^ a,^. 
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Y pu may not have 
he^ of a new 

accord called the 
Multilateral Agree- 
uieni on Imn^tment There’s 
M rearon why you should 

&*^ver“^ ^ 

KM WlTii 1 


our more fundamental 
democratic ri gh ts 

*=S**“^® weelwnd. represen- 
tatwes from tte world's 29 
n^est countries win gather in 
Paris to put the Bnsi touches to 
an agreement that will give 
multinationals power like 
never before. It wm let them 
sue national governments for 


mentioned barely two 

times in the ^tish hl^? national UN treaties on dl- 

sheetsover^toSSSrl*^' 

But if wi^ h^'* threaten workplace 

reflected M and environnientai iA gi«]ti»n 

*eba™_eI«t«ijoUtgEto 




mt»h\ ^ ' 




?J*«tr^nationaf^re- 

acknowledge for tl 
goveraments that coti^Se capj 
more authority aS 
to their chief executives' act than mere m 
5®^^3"ouou^toinform local governments, 
yourself rather sharply New 
week that mmneot will arrive: mat i 

TO may h^ been busily con- ^^^hensivea 
ductu^ a loud public debate ■ finaticAd 
over Brussels' infringements ■ Organisa 

on our national sovereignty ■ Economii 

oirt TO are about to ceding to tion and Developm 
international investors some designed to elve In 


concerned «-*nrf they cannot 
compete on equal terms with 
nationals of ahost country So 
the MAI was d^aignad accord- 
ing to three key principleg 
non-discriminatioa (foreign 
investors cannot be treated 
worse thflw dmnestic compa- 
nies); no entry restrictions 
(signatories eatmot refiase any 
form of frtrpi^ investment 
induding Qie purchase of pri- 
vatised campanies, in any sec- 
tor apart from de&neeX and 
an ah«aw/^ of special condi- 
tions (sudi as toensoxe local 
employment or arntrol coi> 




we nave elected poitHriag^ to rency speculation). “Invest- 
en^ More crucially U wm maat* is drfh^ broadly to 


acknowledge for the first *»««> «t*wr>d to paro^ 

that corporate capital now ha* erty real eafatfw and abatwf . 
more authority aM freedmn to Once a country aigna, jt ean- 
^ than mere national and not. withdraw Ibr 5 yean and 
local governments. wm be by fbo agree- 







|HE MAI is a compr^ 
hensive accord bting 
finalised by the 
Organisation Ibr 


ment for 15 years. 

Eire- In the case of any breach, a 

■ing mnWTwdlnw<|1 taVA ftia 

the offending natinnal ox local 
for go vern ment to an interna- 






Economic Coopera- timmi tribunaL Ihere It 
tion and Development (OECD) sue for past amd potential 


One careful owner; no longer needed 
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' designed to give intemational ftitia re datTi«eaa 

I hive^rs a “level jdajrlng Nop-gpvei'iunenfal organi- of the 1960a. Tbe Sooth resources, as foreign multina- 
field*. Itamounts to a new set «»HnnA — - and so far more Afirican vintners would simply tirwiaia rigmand Bquai access 
of investment rules that would than 600 from 67 countries soe for mwi pMusdinn- Those to sudb resources, 
grant corporations the right to have united to- o^ou it ^ l ocal hattiM m stop McDcm* 'TKo gr p«rtp«it r^ne em rrwnoa 
buy sell and move their <9cra- warn tiiat ffha MAI wm Tnafcg aid’s i^teoing a taanch — such fr om those who represEsit 


tions wherever they wish your -vote ImdevanL They as is new being given w*na 
around the woil^ without gqv- taJk of “supe ndtte ns*, empo- official baddng in Bennoda-^ 
emment regnladon-iTto new, raticmsfteediitantilenonnal w rnid vhma ' nn nhawrw 
investor freedom, tbe citiaens* nKu ^^M tiniiA to tiie ' 

says, will give a new impetns eaviranzaentar tOTOckers. - MD WHAT of a 

to growth, employment and They point to an eady ooa- natinnai govem- 

higherliviDg standards Crete example the anti- men! that decided 


resources, as foreign multina- day amid foars that France 
tionals demand equal access andtheEtTwooldbrntoofibr 
to such resources. the same creative subsidies to 

The greatest concern comes BbDywood under tbe deaL 
from those who represent Herman van lCBmiihf<>Tr 
develr^lng coaxniles. They depo^ chairman of the Dutch 
wm be invited to sign tiie tfoemicals group Akzo Nobel, 
agreement when cemafoted, who heads t^OECSlmsmesB 


r j - *-• 
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^om. k««aiacaafS86dKUe^ 

SpWO«l<)fand(tttP.';>C:' 

Tbabigaaakmapiim^l^^ 

c(Mi»jafobe^Bho»M 

up.- Axrer counb^aie 
MW. That nestt.iwaiiwawi;' 
bemuse «H tom 

- MaoowAwesorqttawaMiw 
k # devefcWi riB oo u i j S k i^'tot 
maattofaoelB 
i wrfww e querifc. 

AM toweotoff oaa4deM«k:;<»s. 
u h rt n a cRg OR mek i i K^fl^ ;-.iy 
boMiwe. Most w v”: 

ijwii ij.i m wi alif uiswin , 
fiMd>4nBarae -^.4t • 

: WM only 95 *Mon wwt m .. f 
'Sh-SatwanMliwI^M^r..-^ i 
• pjw ttoidw to poiMetf Ml- -Jvf ' 
i^BKnuWdoae'fleiwgMrifo-' : 


I The agreement, being pre- democraticlegal actions likely 
pared in Iteis next week fiNT toresulLLastAp^theCana- 
aignanm * by OECD miniStETS dbm p i MB r» m«>nt ttmiAd a 


in April, is a logical extension petred additive called MMI^ papers below cost? Mr Mur- than go per rant andad tg 
of eristiog international trade width Canada considers to be do^’s lawyers zoayweQ claim just 12 coontnes. The 4B least 


as is now being given «vna develr^lng coonliles. Thay dapnty c hairman «f tha Thrtr-h 
nfflrial hariring tn Ranmida ^ 'Wffl be invited tO Sign tile ahamirala grtaip Nob»^ 
wwid ah imr nn chanra. - agreement when ccKnpfoted, who heads the OECD bnsmess 

. bat without having inflnesiced and industiy advisory com- 

A ND what of a Its co n te nt And they will find mlttee, said last month: “We 
national govern- it hard to resist signing if th^y now bear of diatm-hing nigna 
menl that decided want tbe investment that that many of the aiamanta vve 
to prevent an Inter- many «»«tdia- vital: of the ware h«^^^n g for may not be 
natinnal press fU2 billlno m v e s te d in devd- iKBsfldeL; VEfoat, then, we are. 
baron from pricing his news- (gilng countries in 1965, more be ginning to ask ooraetves, is 
papers below cost? Mr Mur- than 80 per «»nt ended tn in the MAI for us?" 



treaties sudi as the General 


Agreement on ThriOs and J five’s sole manngactnrer in 
Trade (Gett) and the North Canada is Bfik^ Carporation, 


a dangerous toxin. The addl- that sut* a s tr ate gy sought to 
five’s sole manngactnrer in discrlnunata against the 


just 12 coontnes. The 48 least The N(K)s believe they caa 
develi^ied (with 10 per cent of now expHoit the growing divi- 


Amarican Free Trade Agree- vfindh reyooded by ffong a fiesL A government (foeqne 
meat (Nafia). But more than 1851 mfflioa lawsuit against may evemually have to be 
them, it seeks finally to create a the goveenmentto cover lasses fortboaming. 
world where capital can move residting from the ‘'caq yr opria- Even the OECD’s own 

entirely free of restriction. As ttan" of Its iOSS ptodocthm guide to the MAI admits that, 
Benato Ruggerio, director-gen- plant and its ‘‘good leputa - "as with aH biniHi^g iutern a- 
erel of the Wbdd Itade Organ- tion”. The cas^ brought under tiooal agreements, this wm 
isation, put it are witting clauses in Naifta, Is stm hi moderate the exezuise of 

the constitution of a an^ pa w gr ess , bat «vwa now it is authoetty to some 


discrlnunata against the wodd pividatlODd attracted sians. "Tbero'k a lot of tmsion 
m ul tin a t l a nal News Corpora- just OS pct^ oesrt of inevezyBinopaangovemnwat 

ticsL A government (foeqne investmenttss. Tet being, "in” belwuuu file environineat and 


fortboaming. zwwmarlodsfixrcigBretiecoan- 

Evan the OECD's own janles, tafismt-fontuxla mar- 


mvestmenttBS. Tet being "in” between the eDvlronmeait and 
wmopentbemupasmaimlted development peopM and the 
zwwmariodsfixrcigBretiecoan- tradepeople;”8aysNItikMEi^ 


the coostitntion of 
gZ(^ economy" 


keten^ - and those seriring to 
exploit forests and mkierals. 

Ihere are^ however; indica- 
tions fiiat tiie growing i^posi- 


cf WWE Be believes con- 
comed dtixeos droidd lobby 
MPa and ministers to urge a 
del^ In Degotiadona. *Tte 

Aarigim IpnMat 


timitDtbeMAltsay BtiUbe to I taken to 1985^ but most of those 


not an isdated one. Two Mexi- degree". It then offers thla not time to po aipun a ita -^gning^ ministers are not around non^ 
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Union on the right terms 

Common sense not dogma should be the guide 


TONY BLAIR is &st approaching a 
defining moment of his premiership. He 
will soon have to decide whether to bow 
to the CBI or the TUC over the terms on 
which employees will be able to hold 
ballots for union recc^nition. Cynics 
within the party eue worried that he 
will use this opportunity to create an 
open breach wifii new unionism in 
order to seal his love afihir with middle 
England and ingratiate himaelf ftiH-her 
with the tabloid press and Riq>ert Mur- 
doch. The manifesto commitment 
around which the argument revolves is 
a masterpiece of studied ambiguity. It 
promised to restore recognition ‘*where 
a msuorily of die relevant workforce 
vote in a ballot Ibr the union to repre- 
sent them’*. It sounds clear but only 
until you start to think about it 

It could mean that recognition would 
be granted only where more than so per 
cent of all the workers in a company 
vote for it (which is the nub of the CBI’s 
spoiling amendment). But, as the TUC 
points out this would mean that if the 
pro-recognition vote secured a 70 per 
cent majorily on a 70 per cent turnout 
toen it would be lost because only 49 
per cent of the votes would be in favour. 
Somethii^ wrong there, surely. After 
all, on such criteria. Labour ~ which 
got only 30 per cent of those eligible to 
vote at the last election — would have 
lost condemning it and other political 
parties to perpetual oblivion. 

At the other extreme, if the relevant 
workforce were simply a maiority of 
those bothering to vote, then a turnout 
of 100 employees producing a 70 votes to 
30 majority in a company empiosnng 
1,000 would bring imion rec^oition for 
alL Equally wrong. And this is before 
^ing into the tilcky undergrowth of 
HpfiniTi g whether the “rdevant” work- 
force is the whole company (which may 
be ten per cent unionised) or existing 
bar gaining units some of which would 
be highly unionised. 


Unions are now far more popular 
than they were durii^ the 1970s when 
they appear^ to be exerting an undue 
influence on Labour governments. 
Thanks to more enli^tened leadership 
and tile reforms of the Thatcher era 
(including compulsory pre-strike bal- 
lots) union leaders now believe they 
could reverse some of the catastrophic 
losses of members they suffered in the 
dog days. Winning union recognition, 
particularly in smaiiar firms where 
most of the new Jobs are belz^ created, 
could prove the springboard they have 
been waitu^ for. 

Mr Blair now has to devise a trade-off 
between his entirky shrewd wooing of 
foe business vote and foe risk of alien- 
ating his own party especially his dep- 
uty John Prescott and Chajiagllor Gor- 
dcm Brown (who has stayed dose to the 
unions). .T ndg in g by the number of kites 
flown by Mr Blair he has be^ seriously 
considering a split with foe unions, 
even thou^ he must know it would 
divide the party in a much more serious 
way than foe row over lone-parent 
benefits. He would be wise not to take 
the party to the precipice. This ,one 
should be settled by arithmetic, ' not 
dogma. It oi^t to be possible to sgxee a 
mlnimuTn threshold for t^ turnout (50 
per cent of eligible voters?) to le^tzmise 
foe ballot Companies, particularly 
smaller on-unionised ones, will worry 
that this could be tiie foin end of a 
wedge that would undo foe labour 
reforms of foe 1980s. 

But granting reoc^nition to unions 
doesn’t mean banding over power, 
merely foe r^iht to negotiate or be 
consulted. One of the most potentially 
contentious issues for firms — 
low pay — will be settled separately by 
foe Low Pay Commission. The success 
of foe exercise hangs on the inclusive- 
ness that tininna and employers will 
feel able to offer. It is as much a test of 
New Unionism as it is of New Labour. 


Suharto refuses to change 

Even in crisis it is still jobs for the boys in Indonesia 


IT MAY BE TIME for Bill Clinton to 
have another chat on the phone with 
President Suharto. Last month’s call 
fiom foe White House told the Indone- 
sian leader to stop coddling his greedy 
fomily and firiends, and accept the IMF 
deal which is supposed to rescue the 
country from its financial crisis. Three 
weeks later, foe country is again in 
crisis, while Suharto is once more dem- 
onstrating his insensitivity. 

Out in the small towns of Indonesia, 
riots over rising prices and unemploy- 
ment break out every day. Many ac- 
quire an u^er ed^ whmi ai^er is 
directed against Chhiese traders — a 
traditional target for foe Muslim major- 
ity. These are minor flare-ups so far in 
obscure places. They happen at Bu- 
miayu in central Java and at Ende on 
the island of Flores where there were 
small riots earlier this week, or at 
Jatiwangi in west Java where hundred 
of people took to foe streets yesterday 
and set fire to some Chinese shops. But 
they set a worrying pattern whi^ may 
lead to much worse violence unless foe 
causes of unrest are dealt with. 

V^t is Suharto’s response to his 
people in need of reassurance? It is to 
levd foe vague charge that unnamed 
groups are tryii^ to destabilise foe 
economy, to order his armed forces to 
“take stern action”, to instal a protege 
as tte new armed forces commander — 
and to promote his son-in-law to an- 
other key appointment These steps 
have been taken just weeks ahead of a 
so-called elation when a 1,000-member 


college will vote on the presiden< 7 . 
Suharto warns against those who. in 
the run-up to the election, will make 
complaints in foe name of democracy In 
order to “confuse foe people”. There is 
only one candidate and his name is 
Suharto. Who is mnftiaing whom? 

All this takes place against a back- 
ground of rekindled forest fires in Su- 
matra and Borneo. As if nothing had 
been learnt from last autumn, Ic^ing 
and plantation companies continue to 
set fires in regions already suffering 
from drought. The World Health 
Oiganisation in Manila is now warning 
there could be a repeat of foe 
recent disaster tourism in foe r^on, 
already affected by foe financial crisis, 
is eq)ected to decline even further. 
Indonesia's neiijibouES are also watch- 
ing foe food riots with alarm, fearful 
that these could provoke a flight of 
ethnic C^ese. ' 

Suharto knows what his own prior- 
ities are. Gcmeral Wiranto. now pro- 
moted as armed forces chief, is a 
trust^ ex-adjutant to the president who 
comes from his home re^on. Wiranto 
also has ambiguous connections with 
civfium strong-arm gangs who parade 
as “upholders of discipline.” Suharto's 
son-in-law Frabowo Subianto com- 
manded foe dite Red Berets and has a 
vested interest in foe Suharto regime’s 
survivaL Whether this chimes with the 
Indonesian peojde’s interests and prior- 
ities is quite another matter. Mr Clin- 
ton and other Western friends would do 
well to start reflecting on it 


The right drill for Valentine’s day 

But beware of other competing claims at the same time 


SURVEYS this year si^est romance 
has disappeared. Men are more likely to 
receive a power drill than a romantic 
gift tomorrow on Valentine’s Day. 
About one quarter of women in a sur- 
vey publish^ yesterday said they were 
planning to go to a DIY store to buy this 
year’s Valentine present Is this a new 
age of utilitarianism or is it foe reverse 
of foe old Spare Rib jibe; you begin by 
sinking into his arms and end up plung- 
ing your arms into his sink? A similar 
survey two years ago found two-thirds 
of people did not intend to buy any 
present and believed the festival was a 
rip-off. There is nothing new in that 
accusation yet card manufacturers 
riaim over 20 million Valentine cards 
will be sold of which 10 million will be 
delivered by foe Post Office. Men 
remain more romantic — or less prag- 
matic — than women with 84 per cent 
dedarii^ they would be buying flowers 
or chot^tes. Over 800 people are 


spendii^ at least £20 sending a Valen- 
tine through The Guardian’s columns 
tomorrow, which is lower than earlier 
years, but the general decline in num- 
bers could be related to an increasi^ 
number of papers copying our initia- 
tive. At least it will take less time to 
rrad forou^ foe pet names, hiero- 
^yphics, and coded messages to find 
one’s personal Valentine. One reader 
spent £90 on a special message. 

BritinSb Airways introduced a new 
HiTOftnainn tiiia time wifo a weekend 
Valentine trip to North America that 
attracted six million calls on Thiirsday. 
Not suxprising since a package which 
BA said was worth £2.500 was being 
sold for £14. May foe 100 couples who 
won be warned against visiting the 
Niagara Falls — the second biggest 
disappointment of foe honeymoon, as 
one wit noted. And, whisper it quietly, 
tomorrow is also something else. 
National impotence day. 



Letters to the Editor 


Prince Charles 
and the old Rex 

T hose of us who work in 
th fj health 
point to numerous “Deniaes'’ 
(Care in the Community, 
Society, February 11). How- 
ever, Graham Thomleroft 
seems not to notice that, by 
his own HgntitHrtn of the prob- 
lem, Denise would reftise 24- 
hour nursii^ care, as 
lefhsed everything and 
so still face detention or 
deterioration. 

Enid R Gilmore. 
nannaeh. North lancing, 
West Sussex BNIS 0^. 

“TTIB photograph of the 
I Prince of Wales ((% Feb- 
niery 10) did not show ‘ihe 
Prince, and entourage, trek- 
king In the Himalayan foot- 
hills" as your caption 
riaiTTiori It showed Greg Whi- 
teside, WaterAid's country 
representative In Nej^ hast- 
ing a working visit to water 
projects by the Prince cf 
Wales, Watered's president 
Jon Lane. 

DizwAor, WaterAid. 

27-29 Albert Embankment, 
London SEl TUB. 

I N reply to Ian Laval's com- 
plaint about the passenger 
whose sign language entreat- 
ies to a Virgin guard were ig- 
nored (Lettera, I^bruary 11): 
while it is true that delayed 
departures may cost train op- 
erators money, our main con- 
cern in declining entry to the 
train after the doors have 
been shut is safety. Once the 
central door-locking mecha- 
nism been engaged, and 
the Lights above the doors ex- 
tinguished. train dispatch 
have clearance to signal de- 
parture to the driver. 

Dominic Ryan. 

VU^ln Rail Group Limited. 
Euston Station, 

London NWl 2HS. 

D an Glaister’s observation 
on trim distribution (A 
narrow field of view, Febru- 
ary 10) that “Exhibitors in the 
UK are a little g reedy, giring 
Old}' 30 per cent of the ticket 
price back to the distributor" 
brought a hollow laugh down 
here in Warefaam, where a 
group of us are keepii^ alive 
the 77-year-old Rex. jNobabl}’ 
Britain's only surviving gas- 
lit cinema. In 1997 we had to 
hand over 46.96 per cent of our 
ticket sales to distributors — 
another example of skinny 
cats having to subsidise fat 
cats. 

Eric Lewis. 

West Street, 

Wareham, Dorset BH20 4JX. 

A S YOUR leader (February 
II) points out, the wby of 
buying mineral water is far 
fiixm obvious. But the how is 
using cars to shop at super- 
markets. It didn't take long to 
give up carrying the stuff 
when I gave up my car. 
Martyn Wells. 

19 Grange Road, 

Edinburg EH9 lUQ. 

Y our sumraary of art en- 
gendered by the Holocaust 
(G2, February 11) foiled to 
mention (Seorges Perec’s W, 
or Tlie Memory of Childhood. 
This incomparable work — 
by a French Jew whose 
parents died in- the Holocaust 
— says so much, so elo- 
quently, about the camp sys- 
tem. tlmt it is one of the great 
documents of the Shoah. 

Paul Byrne. 

103 Cavendish Road. 

London E4 9NG. 

Y OU report: "BT says H 
would like to charge its 
customers less for raUing mo- 
bile phones, but insists it has 
to (Aarge that much because 
the mobile companies charge 
BT a hefty amount for con- 
necting the call to the mobile'* 
(Analysis, February 12). If 
any additimial cost is involved 
at an. surely it should BT 
rharg in g the mobile phone 
companies for connection via 
the lattdUufiS. 

Bob Pearson. 

3 Mill Drove, Bourne. 

Lines PE109BX 


What drives the drug test 


appears still to be 

■ widespread confusion 

■ about the effects of 

smoking cannabis (Spot tests 
aim to corb drug-drive motor- 
ists, Fdnuary 12). AH recog- 
nis^ ^ects, from immediate 
hnng ar — the "munchies" — 
to wnitri paranoia are the con- 
sequences of ♦hft coocenti^- 
ing effect of the drug. Senses 
are anH the is 

focused, so mud amusement 
becomes glg^es etc. 

1 drive regularly while 
smoking winnahia , and in- 
deed would be reluctant to go 
long-distance without some — 
it focuses my attention on the 
task at hand , ie driving, and 
without it 500 mtlas continu- 
ous driving would be impossi- 
ble, not to mention iinsstfe. 
There are circumstances in 
which I would not drive hi g h, 
but they are exclusively those 
In which I would not drive at 
an, such as extreme tiredness, 
orif Pd bad adrink. 

1 don’t expect Jack Straw to 
bdLieve any frf' the rest of the 
case against "drug-driving'’ 
offence but the idra that a 
joint smoked a month before 
renders you a dan^r to soci- 
ety is utterly absiird. R would 
he more honest to institute 
compulsory random drug 
tests for everyone. 

Finally, 16 per cent of all 
road users in accidents have 
tested positive for cannabis, 
but how many of those not In 


accidents would too? About 
the same? 

Name and address supplied. 

T he idea of random tests 
fbr cannabis on drivers is 
poaitivdy HiU»rian. riannahiR 
Stays in the system for up to 60 
da^ Tou could he in a room 
where people are smoking 
marijuana and be banned 
from driving 48 hours later. 
RCbtn Biarchesi. 

3 Crescent Manrioas, 

122 Elgin Crescent 
LQDd(»W112JN. 

P OWERFUL as may be the 
arguments for random 
breath-tBsting, the police do 
not yet have that power. But 
here it comes now, through 
the hack door. The proposal is 
that any driver may be 
stopped and tested for being 
imripr 1-hA influence ctf' drugs. 
He may tiArUwi*, but thpii he 
be breathalysed. So there 
it is: random breath-testing. 
Ernest Evans. 

25A Whltehfll. 

Bradfordon-Avon. 

WntshireBA151SQ. 

I S Lord Perry (Lords defy 
Straw over cannabis. Febru- 
ary U) using the tenn ’’socio- 
logical prejudice" to refer to 
evidence which is not usefbl 
in a national debate about 
drugs? The wotd prefudice 
means to prejudge. Sur^. be 
is already prejudging sociolog- 


ical evidence as useless? 1 sug- 
gest tile contrary is true, par- 
ticularly with a debate whidi 
needs to consider the lifestyles 
ofdrugusers. 

Patrick Candon. 

41 The Drive, 
lYnemontfa NE30 4JW. 

L ord perry's belief in "sci- 
entific evidence" is toudr- 
ing, but It is not clear wbetiier 
he is exdiidiDg an awjia) in- 
quiry or just that whldi is ap- 
proached “unscientifically'’. 
How rigorously does he ques- 
tion the validity of bis 
fevDured form cf “evidence". I 
wonder, and win tiie inquiry 
be looking at data from 
countries where cannabis use 
is not considered deviant? 
JacqolCrafL 
Bristol BSIO. 

G oing Dumb ducks the 
issues of drugs in Britain 
and prevents society benefit- 
ing fiom their legalisation. De- 
criminalisation allows the 
dealers and importers to con- 
tinue making piles of cash. We 
lose the potential tax revenue 
and the pdice still spend time 
chasing imports. It also ig- 
nores the environmental bene- 
fits of hemp. A half-way bouse 
is fine for smokers and no one 
else. 

Bertie Cairns. 

4 Hereford House. 
Rushc roftRo ad. 

London SW2 ILQ, 



Laughable piece of science 


S AYING that a "wdnut- 
sized piece of tissue on the 
lefi firontel lobe of the brain" 
is the source of humour is a 
bit Like saying that feet are 
the source of walking (Funny 
Bone? It's all in the mind, 
February 12). The Los Ange- 
les doctors don't show what 
oomblnatioo of perceptions, 
fantasies and memories come 


together to naturally stimu- 
late that area, nor wby. The 
really interesting question 
posed by the study is why the 
patient Qiought that every- 
thing she looked at, btcluding 
her medical team, simply 
looked funny. 

G M MeSberry. 

25 The Grove. 

Clacton C015 ITJ. 


Hidden cost of biffing Rupert 


i AM as keen as the next 
Labour MP to biff Rupert but 
are you quite sure that a law 
st<^ins new^pers selling at 
dod^ prices is the right way 
forward (Minister prmnlses to 
investigate Murdoch price 
war, February I seem to 
rem«aber a few years ago 
Brian Redhead always de- 
scribed the Guardian as a 
"kept woman", allowed to sell 
at a price to win ^es by the 
subsidies of the M^cb^er 
Evening News. What would 
the real economic price of the 
Observer each Sunday be 
without the generous bdp 
from the now prontable 
Guardian? 

By all means propose a law 
saying that newspapers ha>fe 
to sell at a price fixed by a 
bureaucrat Conrad Black and 
David Montgomery, both well- 
known advocates of the state 
fixing prices and rigging the 
market will cheer you on. But 
be earful lest someone adds a 
little amendment outlawing 
all the other subsidies that op- 
erate in the murky world of 
newspaper cover price fixing 
aito which, thank Cod, kept 
the Guardian alive and ^ve us 
the excellent Observer each 
Bunday. 

Denis MeShane MP. 

House of Commons, 

Londem SWIA OAA. 

P ET’ER Stothard springs 
valiantly to the defence of 
his bo^. Rupert MunJocb, 


and claims that the Times and 
Sunday Times "taken 
together in the normal way. 
have always been highly prof- 
itable". Good to know that In 
1961 Murdoch gained control 
of Times Newspapers — with 
its golden freight of Reuters 
shares — by preteoding some- 
thing very diSereoL and 
Mrs Thatcher's collusive gov- 
ernment, were desperate to 
avoid referral oThis bid to the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. That was. and 
Is, a legal necessity In any 
newspaper merger — unless 
it can te shown that the tar- 
get properties face financial 
meltdovm. 

To mount that pretence In 
the case of the Sunday Times, 
oxie of the best newspaper 
businesses in the world, was 
beyond even RuperL What 
they had to do was consider 
the loss-making Times 
together with the Sunday 
Times; much laborious and 
implausible accounting then 
produced what the present 
(Government likes to call "a 
sustainable case” that rescue 
was so urgently needed that 
all fiddly considerations of 
the public interest must be set 
aside. 

Nobody witb any sense be- 
lieved it then, and Peter 

Stothard confirms our 
scepticism. 

Bruce Page. 

33 Lauderdale Tower, 

London EC27 8BY. 


Lord’s domain 

lADELEINE Bunting 
l((Hiuck out the Bishops, 
February 10) is right to criti- 
cise the establishment of the 
Church of Etogland, berause 
the privileges which estab- 
lishment conveys do longer 
correspond to reality. She is, 
however, wrong to imply that 
the Church might wither 
away if the props of establish- 
ment were kicked from under 
it. 

The Church of England has 
planted itself around the 
world. True, this expansion 
was initially a by-product of 
the British empire. But when 
the empire disappeared, 
church remained and contin- 
ues to fiourish in many differ- 
ent countries and cultures. 
Rev Geoffrey Rider. 
eSenwyn Roa d, 

London 8W20 8TR. 


We do not publish letters where 
only an e-mail address is 
supplied', please Include a full 
postal address. We may edit 
letters; shorter ones are more 
likely to appear. We regret we 
cannot ackmwiedge those not 
used. 


A Country Diary 


Toe-curling 
sports stories 

( CHANGED fhe channel to 
view the Winter Olympics 
from Nagano eqtecting to be 
bored senseless. However ! 
was drawn in as I observed 
the ladies’ «*«rrling - 
This is played on an ioe 
rink witb heavy round gran- 
ite (not imiikfe a diam- 

her pot) with a handle at the 
top for releasing it to slide 
along the i(te in the hope of 
getting it to rest in the middle 
of a circle at the other mid. 

Once the cuil has been 
rdeased, a couple of team 
nm in front of it bran- 
dishing brushes, sweeping 
madly in the hope that their 
efforts win make the lump 
travel fluther. While an this is 
happening, the place erupts, 
with everyone effing and 
himrflwg with pnthiuslagm 
1 rushed into the kitdiai, 
grabbed the sweeping brush 
and dashed back Into the sit- 
ting-room just in time to lend 
a to tile taam I was back- 

ing. There I was sweeping the 
carpet furiously and I’m con- 
vinced my contribution man- 
aged to ged that vital extra few 
inches which were needed to 
ensure victory. ' . 

Robert SaUivan. 
GlengarriffRoad, 

Bantry, Co Cork. i 

I 

T he bishops are over-react- 
ing to Good Friday football 
(New church row de^ite Eas- 
ter soccer match move,'iFeb- 
ruary 12). Good Friday u not 
even a public holiday in 
land, Itidy or the US. how- 
ever, at a time when tbefe is 
increasing pressure to omit 
Christian imagery, in ohier 
not to (}ffend people of o^r 
faiths, one can hardly bl^ne 
the Christian churches for ob- 
jecting to something wMch 
causes offence to many lum- 
bers of their own feith. ] 

Michael Clarke. 

9/10 Carlton Drive, 

Loudon SW15 2BV. 

R ampant commercialim 
is not confined to Msn- 
cbester United (Letters, 6 Feb- 
ruary). The current owners of 
Leeds United seem more ii- 
tent on property develoianeiit 
than footb^ 'They have just 
imveiled a planning appHca- 
tion for a 16J100 seat arena 
next to the EUaiid Road sta- 
dium, where rock concerts 
win be staged about once a 
fortnight. As a 'result many 
local residents a^ likely to be 
almost permanently impris- 
oned in their/ own homes. 


Whether Leeds 


show more bkekbone than 
Manchester r^nains to be 
seen. 

Bob Wood. 

31 Sunnyview 4venue, 

Leeds LSll 8QY1 


GI^UCESTERSHIRE: On a 
bright Sunday morning we 
walked on the footpath which 
runs parallel to the road 
across the Severn Bridge. It 
spans the river at almost the 
point which, for tong centu- 
ries, the Aust ferries plied 
back and forth. The light 
traffic bound for Wales 
thundered past, but I was 
looking down at the muddy 
waters of the estuary with 
their currents a^ cross rips 
Up through this water in the 
next few weeks will oome the 
annual mass migration of el- 
vers, the tiny immature eels 
which must already be weD 
on their way across the cold 
winter waters of the Atlantic 
from their starting point in 
the Saragosso The elver 
season, which runs for five 
weeks or so as they head up 
the river with each tide, is the 
basis of a local Industry. Two 
buying stations open in 
Gloucester and the hanire gf 
the favoured stretches of the 
water see com|» ting fisher- 
men with their awkward 
wooden-framed scoop nets 
trying to maximise their 
catch. My friend Dodger, a 


council will 


fr'^uent golf c^p2mion on 
Stinchcombe Hii, spent part 
of his misspent vouth as an 
elv«r fishe rman, u must have 
been misspent foahe was aicn 
a local snooker! ehampi^g 
Dodger took me Ihrough his 
fovoured eel-catcning strat- 
egy as we bravedlcold winds 
on the hill. The R^al Drift at 
Purton. just upstr^ of Tites 
Point, was one w his pre- 
ferred stretches ol hawir and 
he was not above ^edging the 
sluice gate on King^ pm to 
provide a controU« aperture 
above whidi his nq could be 
quickly filled. Hd also fo- 
voured the turn of the tide, as 
the river flow reverW Then, 
with the magff of wti^Ling 
elvers in fiat trays. It was off 
to the buying statiih to sell 
the catch. Dodger «a; keen 
both to assure melttet he 
always kept-, enough to go 
with his breakfast Mnih awrf 
that their reputed fvalities 
were entirely prop^ de- 
scribed. Notwithsteidlng 
which, there is no 1 — 
for the elvers — _ 
goes to Europe and 
East by air fireight , 

COLIN LUemRST 
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Mr 


r ssSSf 

._ ^^onEvenFn*^^?*«the 


tell us the EMU truth 




Choice of i^terSi^ “* *** 

theThunS^'^^t'rpai^ 


Commentary 


“^ther^*22?5P*^ 


Isabel 

Hilton 




SSSS?!^- 

Mandy railed at 


H 


slLweU. ■ 


OW many professors 
does it take to change 
a poLcy? If they are 

Por.nr.rv,- ptofessors of 

appears, more 
155. Rather late in the 
Sm:,-?® professors wrote a 

SSSl^ appealing to 

^ Ciermm government to ef- 
iwt M ‘orderly postpone- 

“>'y 


3rgU6d« Ui6r6 WAS In&uffiriMHt 

ljS«L?rS'SlfwM"a 

German variant on that weU 
mown British device, the 
P^^Ple of unripe time. 

government res- 
ponded with all guns blazing. 


i^d? Oris Mandy moon- 
® Iwder writer 

car«® It's Wefihat^^what, 


The professors were wrong, 
they said, and besides, the 
Maastricht treaty allows for 
no delay. To take the second 
point first, the Maastricht 
treaty is as elastic as its signa- 
tories choose to make it. Tech- 
nically, It's true. EMU will go 
ahead. wiUy nilly, on Jan i 
with those countries that 
meet the criteria. But the 
loophole, as both the pntfes- 
sors and the German ^vem- 
ment know, is the judgment of 
those criteria. 

If the criteria are applied 
with draconian severity, if no 
rules are bent and if fea^ 
bllity of continuing the e£^ 
is judged strictly, then it 
would be possible to rule mit 
everyone bar Luxembourg, a 
result reminiscent of the old 
Zen joke about the sound of 
one hand clapping. But tbat 
won't happen, because, at this 
point EMU long ceased to be 
a matter only ecmiomics. 
And, pace the professors of 
economics, their point too. is 
really a political one. vniy 
shotdd these eminent aea riam . 
ics maJke wbai appears to be a 


q uixot ic gesture? Because this 
autumn Germany fs awash 
with elccdoDS, and. knowing 
tbat the German public is ner- 
vous about abandoning the D- 
marfc, the professors have 
fired a warning shot across 

the bows of those German ptd- 
tticians who are pre-oocupied, 
as pditicians tend to be. with 
keying their jobs. What can 


that the Luxemboui^ option is 
tbeir preferred result 
ffaiiifig that they hope to 
achieve at least the exdusion 
of Italy and Spain. There, they 
may have a Chancel- 

lor Kohl knows that the 
queasy German electorate 
could stomach monetary 
union with Luxembouzg, even 
with France and B^um, 
(wbcse *^a«T>s to meet the cri- 
teria are nut impeccable), but 
might exact revenge If they 
werehxced, as tb^ see it, to 
jeopardise their currency by 
sharing It with the onreUable 
Bdediterraneans. EMU is, to 
put It madly, a bit of a gamble. 

But there Is an equ^ per- 
suaacve argument that that 
the discii^e of a functioning 
EMU is the best guarantee of 
crnitinuing economic virtue. 
Postponement would allow 
governments to breathe out 
the markets would decide tfs 


If we don’t say anything, they 
whisper to each other, 
peiiTaps people won’t notice 


be gained by this exercise? 
You wDI find It in paragra^ib 
nine of the German professors 
letter if ivderly postpone- 
ment is out they say, then the 
coDvezgsice criteria must he 
applied “without any indul- 
gence”. There is virtue in this, 
of course, but is virtue what 
they had in mind? thic group 
of professors include many 
who are anti-EMU on any 
tenns »riri gf>mo happily admit 


not going to happen and that 
would be the end of it That of 
coarse, would go down very 
niffpiy in certain quarters in 
Britain, not least ^th the 
anti-EMU political ghost cf 
the Lord Owen. This phantom 
has just aniwuneed that he 
plans a haitming on tMe very 
issue. The example of Lmd 
Owen's last bi^ profile out- 
ing; as the bringer ctf peace to 
Bronia, does not suggest diat 


anyone has much to fear fixoi 
thi« par HniT^r nppa riH<m- But 
there are more worrying signs 

tbat the gpirit of the German 
professors Is g»i»»wg groond 
in the UK. despite the eariy 
promise of a more rattonal 
proach to Europe fitna the 
Labour Government. The 
chancellor, it is reported, has 
decided that Itfs not worth 

taViwg VI Twmtqp Qf EG mopey 

to publicise EMU because to 
do so would ehnm up toe poi- 

SCDGUS mar ah eaSOS Of Ue 
Son newspaper. 

This is much toe same pcn- 
tioa tbat every British poSla- 
cian, wito toe less toan inspir- 
ing exception of Edward 
Heath, has taten on Burc^ 
i^l nce the fennatim of the 
Goal and Sted Commnnzty- if 
we don't say anything, toey 
whi^^.to each other, pe^ 
hapa pecqile w(ui*t notice. And 
if anyone asks, we can pre- 
tend that (a)it wont happen or 
(b) it doesn't add up to muclL- 
Margaret Thatober chose 
(b) vhen she signed toe Single 

European Act Sen CSazke. as 

chaiiedlor, chose fe) in all his 
dealing s on EMU. The genial 


How I help out 
Tina Brown at 
the New Yorker 



Bel Littlejohn 


MHIE 

■ tial 

■ TB. 


most happening ini- 
tials in the world today? 


Mr Clarke, of course, had Ids 
flng^ crossed. Now he’s a 
signed-up member of the 
European Movement and is 
talUwg os *>»»* the CUT- 

rency win happeso, so we may 
as wen get us^ to it Person- 
ally, 1 prefer toe revisiomst 
poemoD, but 1 regret the pu- 
tsid tmture of polities in Brit- 
ain that riimatas that OUT pcdt 

ticians wOl only teD us toe 
truth about the things that 
reaUy matter after they are 
oiztofofiSce. 


T m secret of Enoch 

Powell's forensic brti- 

documen tary Odd Man Om 
5“^** ‘eUs Michael Cocker^ 
**® nervous 

to speak at his best Was it 
true, then, asks Cockerell. 

^ on 

a full bladder. ‘'WelL yon 
l^oldn’t be relaxed,” says 
Enoch, “and if you need to 
clear yoor bladder to relax 
yon. you should refrain.” 
'This insight into his rheto- 
ric seems snre to provoke 
controversy among Enf>ch 
scholars, such as former 
catwalk model Simon 
He£fer. Could it be. some 
will posit, that it was a uri- 
nary Infection ■— or possibly 
gall stones and not immi- 
gration at all that sn^ested 
to a bursting Enoch the 
phrase “rivers of blood” in 
1968? 


rfs. 


HE dramatic political 
rethink of my friend 
Sir Per^rine Worsth- 
ome. whose leftward jonr^ 
ney Sabine Dnrrantde- 
scribed in her interview on 
Saturday, causes wild spec- 
/;l. u]atioii.a 2 id 2 ny coUeagne 
,, Simon lowers rang yester^ 
day to put to Perry a 
mmour. Is It tme that, hav- 
ing now embraced anai> 
chi^. Perry has been 
recruited by 

Chombawamba. and is to 
make his debnt on stage in 
Japan next week as bongo 
player Perrybert Lentil- 
head? “Ha, ha. ha, I’m 
afraid 1 have no musical in- 
clination really.” Precisely. 
“No, no, I’m an nnregener- 
ate conservative in my mn- 
mcal tastes.” This is a 
shame. For all that be looks 
likp Danny La Rue's syba- 
ritic brother. Perrybert is 
not a bad old stick, and 
would have made a osefiil 
addition to the line np. 



This law must come 



The Commons 
prepares to 
debate the 
Human 
Rights Bill 
next week, 
as Lord 
Alexander 


welcomes the likely privacy 
rules the tabloids fear so much. 


lENSION persists be- 
tween management 

and workers at the 

Morning Star. Tbestaff.yon 
may recall, are ftarhms at 
the'snspensLon of editor 
John Haylett. and his 

replacement by Panl 
Corry . ■ .a member by mar- 
riage of the controlling fam- 
ily whose dynastic instincts 
have won them the nick- 
name “the North Koreans . 

yniinrtng for further action 

is being held after the one^ 

day strike last Wednesday. 
This meant there was no 
paper on Thursday, and 
^en the Star returned on 
Friday, readers sconi^ toe 
pages for an explanation tor 
Its absence the pre^®“® .. 
day. They found none. This 

TO the first British sti^e, 

it Is beUeved. the Morning 

Star has failed to cover 
since it first appeared gs 
the Daily Worker) in 1930. 




TIR' judges have 
long shrunk from 
creating a com- 
mon law right c£ 

privacy. Our law 

o( civil wrongs, developed on 
a by case basis in d^Ined 
and sometimes waterti^it cat- 
^ories: assault, deceit, nui- 
sance, defamation, and 
breach of confidence. A few 
years ago newspaper journal- 
ists offensively invaded the 
privacy of toe actor Gordon 
Kaye, in hospital after a 
severe accident. The Court of 
App^ d^ided it co uld n ot 
recognise a right of privacy. 
But there is now a shift of 
sentimeaL Some of our senior 
judges believe that incorpora- 
tion of the European Conven- 
tioa on Human Rights may 
encourage the courts to create 
such a law in actions between 


private citizens. This devdop- 
ment.is fer ftnm certain. The 
convention only applies as 
against public bodi^ Courts 
coold stai take the view tbat 
the pnrrtmrtn law, developing 
as it does on a case by case 
basis, was the wrong instru- 
ment to shape a general law of 
privacy, indnding the appro- 
priate deCmce where there is 
a legitimate public interest In 
a stoiy. They conld propeciy 
take the view, after au the 
public debate, that such a 
ri^t should be created, if at 
an, by l^dation. 

But it wonld not be over- 
surprising if they took (he 
contrary view. For privacy 
may be a fiindament^ right, 
but it is at bottom no more 
than a modest ambition. It 
has somettmes been described 
simply as the right “to be let 


alone”. We have kmg given 
some Important recognition 
to freedom to the doo- 
trlne that “an RngHshman’s 


home is his casfte”. But the 
world is riian^ng and grow- 
ing more crowded and com- 
municatiODS techniques are 
more intrusive. It has been 
cogenOy srid: “The press is 


over-s^pii^ the bonnds of 
propriety and decency in 
every direction.:. Techno- 
logic^ advances make the 
case far action m^nt PhDl»- 
grM>e and ne w spapers have 
invaded the sacr^ precincts 
of private and domestic life.” 

Not the wwds oC Sir David 
CalcntL Or even of David 
MeUor. But xatiier of two lead- 
ing US lawyma as long ago as 
1890. Even in that co u ntry, 
which rightiy places so mudi 
Importanite on freedran cf ez- 
pre^doo, a right ^ privacy 
has long existed. It protects 
against unacceptable intn^ 
Sion and afflhist tmreasmi- 
atfle puhlieity given to ivivate 
life. Yet it has hardly made 
free speech in the US a busted 
flush. There is a vigorous 
publio-inteiest defence, and 
the law has regaiarlf recoe- 
nised toe ri^ to publish mat- 
tKs of hgiltoate concern. 

But it has also clearly and 
importantly rfigHngiiiaiiPri pe- 
tweoi the true public interest 
and what can be said merely 
to i n terest or titillate the 
public. 

^ contrast the US laws of 
deSunatloD provide greater 
protection for the loess ttian 
do our own. The socaDed “ab- 


sence of malice” defence 
makes it more difficult fer a 
public figure to bring a libel 
action because It protects 
careful and responsible jour- 
nalism ewm if it subsequently 
turns out that some of the 
fiicts are inaccurate. No one 
can possibly likexi the US 
pr^ to a muxded poodle, and 
their law dcquenily demon- 
strates that privacy and a free 
j^ess can be propetiy put to 
balance and comdsL 
If press proprietors were 
bold, they nilght mni^jfipr tak- 
ing up Guardian editm: Alan 
Rnsbridger’s su^estioD for a 
statutory law of privacy 
linked with greater protection 
of the press to defamation 
actions through a TXS-styie 
“abstece of malice defence”. 
This would ensure tba* any 
right of privacy was properly 
shaped at its toceptioo. axri 
would preclude an the unceiv 
tainties which would flow If 
the judges developed the law 
in todividual cases over a 
number of years. 




OR whether at com- 
mon law. or by stat- 
ute, an of us, indud- 
ing toe pr^. need 
a ri^t tf privacy. It 
is not just the media which 
can threaten privacy. We are 
now an at risk from sophisti- 
cated surveillance tedinolc^ 
vdiich can record whispered 
conversatUms from hundreds 
c€ yards away. Exthange and 
Mart carries alarming proof 
of how cheaply aztd readily 
available miniature bugs. 


cameras and listening devices 
are. Many can be bought for 
less than £ 100 . Compute cain 
recognise faces and car mim- 
bers from video images. They 
can trade most of our goings 
out and comings in. and what- 
ever we do in between. The 
potential misuse of data and 
data matchtog are advancing 
the Orwellian sodefy and 
threatening intruskm to an 
alatming eztext - 
The law has simply not kept 
up with these devetopmmts. 
To take one siisple evampift, 
it is CQzrtetiy not filial fer 
an enmkvmr to bug tile woik 
telephones of mnplqyees. The 
European Convention 

recenfiy provided protection 
for Assistant Chirf Constable 
AUsem HaUbrd, vriiose police 
work teL^dtoues appear^ to 
have been bugged after she 
daimed she bem the vio. ; 

Hm nf aw Higrrimiiialiniri Wiit 

she worked fer a public con- 
oem. The oonvention. would 
have been of no direct help to 
her if she bad woiked ibr a 
private concern. Here, either 
Parliament or the JndgM 
should fin the gap hy support- 
tog a r^bt to privacy. Ch^ in 
tiiis way can we be protected 
against the ' accelerating ad- 
vance of tttfttwnlftgiftal chal- 
len^ which, without our 
knowledge, can cot deep into 
those aspects of private life 
which we would expect to be 
sacrosanct 


Lord Alexander of Weedon OC 
dialrs JUSTICE, the all-party 
taw refonn group 


E ton CoUege is seek- 
ingaDame(Ute 


^^Jlschool’s term fy 

what the late Kennem vWl- 
liams knew as “ooto 
txon”). AccordiJ»gtolte^ 
^to the Telegw^ tjf 

Dame wm be responsihle 

the advert, * “ 

tiller “Eton CoU^ tf ah 


The relief of the ungaggeid man 





Martyn Day 



IPhsR Britain^ big toteoco 
IfinnsJbikd yesienbff to pre- 
vent lung cancer victims' 
daims bW beord, the -Jp- 
\ pgai Ccaert Oirea out a nmin 
eaeging erda- against cam- 
\paigntng solicitor Mwtyn 
'' Day- ^ noiojree to write 


I Wte 


L ast Thursday 

zaM ^ a WaB Street 
tobacco analyst when to 
suddenly made FeTerence to 

hM circulating my commits 

to his stockholder climite I 

broke into a cold sweat Had 

the analyst tuned, nrid-con- 


versation, into a jonnuBst? 
Was I to breedi of the 
Coortis pnegteg order? Was I 
weeks if not monfiis 
in PentonvUle? Yesterday's 
Hflfflaim the COUrt Of Ajh 
peal to remove toe gag in toe 
tobacco litigation was a 
great reUtf — not least be- 
cause 1 no kmger have to he 
quite so r grran^d about tiie 
credmitials of everyone in 
heardiot of ansdhtog 1 say- 
In the gag Lord 

Woedf asked that lawyers 
taUci’wg to -wiatiig about 
the case should exercise 
great sdf.re^raizit He can 
rest assured that to eomr 
itiMifWw vtetotlav and to 
writing idece today, I 
tore bi**gw my tongue so 
oAen it lotto like a ^ece of 
rawsfeBftftacfta 


however, was the court’s d& 
in relation to the costs 
toz^ttot toe totocco eom- 
panies have over the 
heads of those of us vriio 
r c p itseiiL toe 41 ptetotiffii in 
the actirai and whkdi had the 


potential to ^9 the casein 


itstzaito. 

It had beer flie tobacco 

argument that it 

was possible that tbe law- 
yers should be r esp onsib le 
for costs (wl&di are 
likely to be many mflUonsi) if 
the case was lost. 

To toe estmit our tosacers 
have iffM we are not cov- 
ered, nne raw imagine that 
♦hi* CSEOSed an ohmum* of 
cftncem amimgst flioae rfns 
vriio mloy toe homes wttohi 
whlcSi we Bv^ and who do 
not have toat sort of money 
haw g in g out of our back 


potoets. 

Lord Woolfs lead 
ment has bemi a major st^ 
finrwBid and not just ftff 
the hmg-cancer suflbrers 

hviwg iii g thfliy rfg*ina_ Dg. 

fare his dedstoP, tbe profr 
pect of ‘too win, no fee and 
possible bankruptcy" 
loomed large fiir aH lawyers 
htvDlved in doing ccwnplerx 


cases under the conditionat 


fee scheme. The Goort has 
now made it (dear that only 


in tbe most avlrem* rimniii. 
Stances win fiie defendants 
be able to riaim thedr costs 
from the law yers. This has 
virtually w^ed out toig most 
unpleasant of flireats, and 
win ensure the Lord Ghaur 
celhnto flagihtp concept of 
extending the scope of condi- 
tional-fee agreements win 
not have been stopped in its 
tradss. 

We were. touMbre. able to 
amunmee that we wue suffi- 
cienily reassured by the 
comf 8 wtwds tbat we wffl 
contlime to pnrsne the 
acthu to trIaL 


Ai 


ND ftirthennoire. " ot 
only have we Tecently 
been Joined by the ex- 
odlnt gitM^ team 

from ttm sohettcas Irwin 
MttcheD: but aim Rifeert 
Owen QC» the Bar Council 


diidniian until a few weeks 
ago, has just agreed to lead 
our team ai ccNinsel nndn: 
toe so-win nofee basis. 

These developments are 
presumably somewhat aa- 
priring to toe tabeooo compa- 
nies, who say fiiey have 
great difficulty even mulmv 
etawding the baris fbr the 
aettons being brou^it. 


With any Indc, and wtto 
the stated support of Lqnl 
Wodf fbr tittee c ose s to be 
moved along apace, they 
should be gotaig to trial in 
around a year's time. Fear 
both sides tim stakes axe 
hi^ IT tile are lost 

toat wQl ailmoBt certatoily 
spell the end of tobacco lltl- 
gstion in toe EE, and the 
plamtlffe Willi their tewy ax s 
wffl c(mm oU with notohig. 

If tote cases are won, Impe- 

riai Tobacco and <^n*her 
wffl not only have to face the 
hni from fUs case hut also 
tile progtect of tiie tmis of 1 

rf amnlrtngrrfated 

hmgeanom’' suflece rs lodk- 


togto use the JndsDeot as a 
precedent 

It is not sniprising that in 
these circamstoncBS and 
wtto the backgrannd of tbe 
massive proposed US tobacco 
coB^asies' eettimiient the 
court hearing was packed 
wttii the C^s Hwfliiftifli 
bods, _ 

They are amdons to ensure 
to*t xtoen tiie nmidc stops 
tii 9 sore not ^ tmes wim- 
ont a (dmir. 1 only b(g>e that 
when the «n js i can 

pecaoiiaiiy stiQ affiard to buy 
one. 



TB Stands not just for Tony 
B — thou^ that’s quite good 
enough for me! — but also for 
his close firiend and impor- 
tant contact Tina Brown, now 
edebrating her Sth year as 
world-famous editor of the 
legendary New Yorker. 

In that time, she’s turned 
the magazine round from 
betog, in her own words, a 
stodgy literary-thinky-sQorey 
irinda thing to being a presti- 
gious sensibility-sell lifestyle 
arte^troke-pulsetaking niche 
magazine aUve with tbe latest 
literary go^lp. high fashion 
and top-rating murder — as 
well as boasting high-quality 
wordy-wordy pieces from 
some of the most costly writ- 
ers In the world and a run- 
ning loss cf roughly an im- 
pressive $1 million a month. 

As the New Yorker’s 
Special European Projects 
Editor with Co-Ordinating 
Re^csisibili:^ for Homicide 
and Haute Couture, I have 
grown to admire Tina's tre- 
mendous sense of energy and 
style. She really knows how 
to turn a piece round, so that 
if a kind of thlnky-classy Saul 
Bdlowy kind of subordinate- 
claosey kinda writer hands in 
what we csjl a writey-writey 
piece on say. The Novel in 
the 21st CentuxT”. and we’re 
all, like, t>iiniring “Whadda 
we gonna do with that?*’, then 
Tina will be able to take one 
look at it and after barely a 
gbmee toeTl say, "Didn’t Kar- 
la ^ye Tucker have some- 
thing to say about the novel 
in the 21 st cenUiry before the 
fatal and tragic needles 
plunged into her arms in 
three different places? I want 
it on my desk by lunchtime — 
and let’s get Bellow dressed 
by Givenchy for a beautiful 
black and white portrait, 
maybe in a Captain's Hat so’s 
it:ha$.a .trlbate-to4he-Titanic- 
Ifeonardodl-Caprlo style feel 
-to ft — I want H elmu t Newton 
on the line mioJ" That way 
well torn what would have 
been a kinda specfal-interest 
EngyLity kinda brainbox- 
cum-swo^ piece into an ob- 
m^^-must-read-this kinda 
piece — and. believe me, with 
no overall loss of the Big Q — 
ie quality. 

You see, the New Yorker is 
a qualfty-led magazine, so 
Tina’s :dways keen to sur- 
round herseU' with max-qual- 
ity-type-people, well-dressed, 
well-read, well-connected. 
And she wants her max-qual- 
ity people to surround them- 
selves with max-quality 
people too; she has that car- 
ing quality about her. So, like. 


three months ago. toe faxed 
me and around 200, 2SQ very 
very dose friends sayii^ the 
White House had specific^ 
asked her Ibr teftw-mfltinw 
Input 00 potential-invitee A- 
Usty kin^ people to last 
week's White House ball in 
honour of Cherie and Tdny, 
so sbe was resourcing mutn^ 
colleagues for feedback-style 
in-flow possibilities as to who 
Cherie and Tony’s ccntacts- 
stroke-friend-^pe-contacts 
might be. either now or in the 
future but let's forget the 
past, okay? 

Tina malsss no bones about 
being a New Labouxy kiiida 
person to the core. Don’t talk 
to her about the downtrodden 
in our society: half of them 
are in her oQlce. And New 
Yorker magazine has the 
most fabulous social con- 
science. Our editors are al- 
ways on tbe look-out for 
IQJXKI or even 12,000-word 
takes on s^, transsexual ric- 
Ums of serial murderers how- 
ever lowly they may be, or. 
like, date-rape ex-girifriexids 
of the Kennedj^, or Miami 
low-lifers who once sustained 
intimacy with Gianni Ver- 
sace, or tr^c, tragic, photo- 
genic-style kids like Jonbenet 
Kamsey — altecnatxvdy very, 
very moving and humane- 
type exclusive coma-style 
photographs of Sunny Von 
Bulow in taospit^ maybe 
dressed by Calvin Kl ei"- 


lO ME, Tina's a warrior 
for truth. If she wants to 
know the truth concern- 
ing what’s going on in The 
White House, she’s not gonna 
bother with no underdog, 
she’s not gonna sully 
bands with tbe us^ ^x>ds, 
hell no. she’s gonna go 
straight to the president him- 
self or at very least to his 
chief of stafi^ and she’s gonna 
say, hey, ftu^ the squalor 
and rancour M the trivia 
corps. I want the truth and I 
want it now, how about, like, 
your press guys come right 
out with it and say tbe presi- 
dent didn't know nnttiing and 
we print it over 5,000-6,000 
words — could we move a 
deal where we get exclusive 
rights to a fall-colour photo- 
graph of the President and 
HUlaa^ maybe dancing on the 
White House lawn, tbeir love 
and mutual resp^ bound- 
less. the president looking ab- 
surdly debonair, his iblue. 
blue eyes projecting a kind ci 
avid industeeness-rtoatSDcir- 
cles every jaded celebrity 
they honour with their touto? 

And one TB Just adores the 
other, Tony B1afr,i5to her 
not just the Idada' gay 'who 
finally knighted Elton John, 
not just tbe kinda guy who 
made it from nowhere to the 
top of the Britcool tree, not 
just the kinda guy whose wife 
still shoots him that ardent 
look that says, “Darling, we 
made h, didn’t we?”. No sii> 
ree, Tony's also the kinda guy 
who can help Tina hdp others 
help Tina. As they say in the 
States, with all tbeir conta- 
gious enthusiasm and superb 
lack oi cynicism, “Betcba-1^- 
goUy-wow!” 
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Rente Epelbaum 


standing up 
toterror 


w M SEEN 1 first met 
WflE VRenSe Epelbanm, 

wgwM wbo bas died aged 

W V 77. at the 'niursday 
demonstratioa of the MoQiers 
of Plaza de Mdyo in the main 
square of Buenos Aires, she 
Introduced heisdf Uius: *1 
have three disappeared chO- 
dr^. All my chili&en.” 

Her eldest son, Luis, a med- 
ical student had been kid- 
napped by the Argentinian se- 
curity forces in 1978. He was 
one of some 30,000 people who 
disappeued into more than 
340 secret concentration 
camps; only a handful were 
ever seen again. A month 
later. Ren^ sent her two 
younger Lila and 

Claudio, to neighboming Uru- 
guay, believiDg they would be 
gate But after three months 
they too were kidns^qped by 
an Argentinian commando 
unit wtth the help cf the Uru- 
guayan army. 

The “dirty war” wag^ by 
the Argentinian military 

junta was design^ to elimi- 
nate ail opposition and to 
spread a sense of fear among 
the population. With a few 
notable exceptions, the press, 
the judiciary, the trade 
nninns and the mgjori^ cf 
leading church and political 
figures were silent about the 
kidnappings. Renee, who was 
herself Jewish, was always 
critical of the Jewish est^ 
lishment, which, she felt, 
failed to support the victims 
of repression- She became one 
of the first to demonstrate 
publicly against the 

Together with other moth- 
ers of the desaparecidos, as 
the disappeared came to be 
known, she walked in silent 
protest in Plaza de Mayo, and 
became one of the founders of 
the association that took its 
name from ttie square. The 
risk the protestors took be- 
came cfear when 13 of them 
and their supporters were 
kidnapped and disappeared 
themselves, but this only 
reinforced Ren€e ’s determina- 
tion to seek out the truth. 

“I don't think we believed 
we were being brave," she 
said. **In the b^inning, we 
were just desperate to know 
what had happened to our 
children.” She held meetings 
in her home and after the 
death of her husband, the 
mothers became family. 

RenSe was an educated and 
sophisticated woman, who 
had once taught literahire, but 
she had no previous eiqperi- 
ence of politics. A fluent 
English speaker, she con- 
tacted human rights organisa- 


tions in Europe, iwrfivitw g 
Amnesty International, 
^hrou^ Pigwi, Wifl mothers 
could tell an unbelieving 
world about what was happen- 
ing in Argentina and were 
p rotected from the worst ex- 
cesses cf the dictatorship. 

Ren§e understood the risks 
involved, as one o£ her col- 
leagues recalled. ‘T rmnember 
the first time she gave a press 
conference in Canada, during 
the wor s t of the dictatorship. 
She was told to be caiwCUl, 
that she could he kQled when 
Ae returned to Argentina. *X 
care about what we do today, 
not about wbat happens 
tomorrow,' she replied." 

It was during a visit the 
Inter-American fVwnfiitefi tr > n 
on Human Rights of the 
Organisation of American 
States to Bnenoe Aires in 1979 
that RenSe found out what 
had happened to her children. 
While queuing to report her 
case to the commission, she 
met someone who had been 
with them in a concentration 
camp. Soon after, they were 
*^transferred", a euphemism 
used by the camp authorities 
for "murdered." 

I N 1966. three years after 
constitutional govern- 
ment had been restored, 
Ren8e, with nine of the 10 
other mothers who had 
fo rm e d the original associa- 
tion, left to set up the Mofiiers 
q{ Plaza de Mayo, pounding 
rJrtft_ She opposed what she 
saw as file oonfitmtationsl 
stance of the association 
towards the new government 
believing that co-operation 
witti some of its human rights 
initiatives was necessary. She 
supported the trials of the 
military juntas for human 
ilffets abuses in 1985, which 
she saw as an to 

other Latin American 
oounUries, only to be disilla' 
sioned by the amnesties that 
followed. 

Until her death, she fou^t 
tirwiftWBiy with the Fbonding 
and other human riifets 
organisations against the im- 
munity of fiu^ responsible 
for the distqipearances. lake 
all fhp mothers of tiia disap- 
peared. BenM became a sym- 
bol of courage In the struggle 
for human rights in TaHn 
America and a source of in- 
spiratLon for wmnen throv^b- 
out the contineat In the fight 
fm* democracy. 


Jo 


Ren 6c Epelbaum, human rights 
activist, bom 1920; died Febru- 
ary?. 1998 
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Democracy defeated . . . Qpdel*9 am bi t i o ns to unite Syria and Iraq were broken by more pow e r ft U revolntiiMiary forces 

Nazim al-Qudsi 



T he veteran Arab 
statesman Nazim al- 
Qudsi, who has died 
aged 91. was one of 
the most distin- 
guished survivors of Syria's 
parliamentary democracy, 
which flourished briefly after 
the second world war before 
It was swept away by fhe vio- 
lent Interventioa of the army 
in politics- 

As independent Syria’s 
flrst ambassador to the 
United States. Qudsi was the 
last living si^tatory of the 
United Nations charter of 
1945. He was also the last 
president of his country in 
1961-83 before a secret mlU- 
tary committee, which In- 
cluded Hafiz al-Asad, srized 
power . In the name of the 


Ba’th -Party in March 1963 
and drove him into 
Qudsl was the most impor- 
tant pol jHcal leadtf to c m u r y 
from Aleppo, the major city Of 
northem Syria, which, for 
generations, had sat astride 
the trade route from Europe 
and Anatolia to Mesopotamia, 
Iran and India, Aleppo had 
ptospoed within the unity of 
tha Ottoman Enquire, but had 
suOBFed after the fi^ world 
war when the region was 
carved up by Britain and 
France into separate states 
and spheres of influence. 
Aleppo t oqrrhants, for wh(xn 
Baghdad and points east were 
natural outlets and trading 
partners, deeply resmiti^ the 
sufEbcafing. newly-created po- 
litical and trade baxTieis be- 
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twe^ Syria and Iraq. It was 

QiiHnV a ondnring nm hf Hnn tn 

abolish these barriers hy 
brin g in g about a “fertile cres- 
emt” iminn of Syria ard ir^. 
This was one of the principal 
ritans of the I^ple'a Party he 
helped form in 1948, which 
largriy represented business 
and ' landed interests In 
Aleppo and northern Syria, 
and which he led for much of 
his polittoal career. 

Iraq, however, was then 
ruled by a W»us>v»mita Wng 
under British protoctioa — 
mnnnrrhirwl anri foreign CCm- 
necdons, wh^ were amith- 
gma to Damascus republicans, 
to emerging radical forces 
such as the ^'th iftirty, and to 
ambMous army offic^ This 
was also a time when Syria, 
the geopoliticai heart cf Arab 
Asia, was tbe object of a 
war between Ir^ on the one 
hand, and Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia, on tbe other. 

So Qudsi feced foroudable 
oppostikm ai^ never flilfilled 
his ambition. He was jailed in 
1949 by Cofonel Husnl Zaizn, 
Syria’s first military putsch- 
ist (who leaned towards 
Egypt), released and rein- 
statM by his successor (who 
lurched towards Iraq), be- 
came prime minister for one 
day on December 24, 1949, 
th^ served again as prime 
nunister firam June 1950 to 
March 1951 under a third 
army regime — that of CoU>- 
nd Adlb al-Shisbakli — be- 
fore landing in Jail once again 
for seeking to limit tbe 
army's growing ambitions. 

The overthrow of Shishakli 
in 1S54. and the ftee elections 


RolyWason 


of that year, nrititavid in four 
years of more or iwiiri demo? 
cratic goveounent — Syria’s 
Isst ~ during which Qudsi 
served as parliamentary 
speaks*. Rut tbxs phase «ms 
brought to a d rama tin end 
when the army and its Ba'th- 
ist allies stamped^* Sy^ 
into B shot-gun union with 
Nasser's Egypt in 1958. 

When yet another coup, in 
1961, broke Syria free from 
the ilMated unloii, fresh elec- 
tions brought Qudsi’s 

Prople's Party to prominence 
once again and he was riected 
presldmit. serving for -16 tur- 
bulent monfiis before Asad 
and his foUow conspirators, 
mostly from rural and minor- 
ity backgrounds, seized 
power in 1963. 

Qudsi had a mild, scholarly, 
bespectacled appearance. He 
was an honourable, oldguard 
politician — a man of pep 
sosal. integrity, democratic 

IngHm^ and 

oufiook. But, at a time of 
social and political turmoil in 
tbe Middle Ei^ be was up 
against revolutionary forces 
more powerflil than the dass 
and regional interests he 
represented. 

He spent his years of exile 
in Lebanon, the south of 
France and latterly Jordan, 
the friend and respected 
counsellor of Arab kings and 
princes. He is survived by six 

S 031 S. 


Patrick Seal* 


Nazim Bl-Qudsi. Syrian states- 
man. bom February 14, 1906. 
died February 9 , 1998 


Brian Foss . 

Mind 
tor the 


B rian foss, who b^ 
died aged 76. jday^ 
an important role In 
presenting 'scicmtific 
psydtudogy to a wider reader- 

ehip. As edihu* of. t^^higUly 
successftil Neuf Bwvonsin 
Psychology O^SGS),_ be intr^ 
dneed teoad, current areas of 
investigation in (mainly B^- 
ish) psyriiology to both the in- 
formed end foe inquiring, llie 
book was translated into ei^ 
languages and had a wide in- 

ftnatce, especially In Europe. 

This success latnwtbsd 
major publish ing prt^ r a m Tne 
with Brian Foss as general 
editor. He oversaw produc- 
tion of more thsin 70 titles cov- 
ering the whole spectrum 
psycfahlogy, for a d ec ad e 
from 1964, Penguin domi- 
nated the market in afford- 
able psychok^cal literature. 
Whtei he arrived to take up 
ffe chair in psychology at 
Bedford College, London, in 
1-1968. Brian qulpp^ that he 
had “webbedfeeL" 

Brian Foss bada wide range 
of Fntft|- a af g in psychology in 
an era tfoen it was stfll poss-. 
foie to know wn^thing about 
n yigt agmects of the discipline. 
He pubushed artiries on top- 
ics as div erse as himan con- 
flict, imighter , rat behaviour 
and crying in inwards. This 
breadth served iii"k wdl in bis 
editorial redes and he bad a 
feciUty for integrating diverse 

infhnnatirtn and pirlring QUt 

overall pattons. 

He was a son of foe MSfood- 
ist and won an exhibi- 

tion to rteVl mafhftmaitlra and 
ph y ri* ^ at Cambridge. iq. 
terest in psydxdogy was fos- 
tered thTMgh the library of 
the National of in- 

dustrial Psyriicdogy and. after 
his Cambridge degree, he 
went to Oxford to study for a 
dfodma in psychology (no 
degree was araiUhle). He h^ 
academic appointments at 
Oxford and Birifoeck Cofle ge , 
Trfwidiw before movizig to the 



chair'of educational psyidiol- 
ogy at the Londoo fnaHtuta of 
Education in 2951. 

Four years later, he moved 
to Bedford Coll^ as head of 
the psydudogy department. 
Be oversaw the transfer of 
the department to the site of 
the Royal HoUoway College, 
when the two ingri hitinns 
merged In 1982. 

Infant development,' his 
main focus, devekmed from ise- 
vestigations into aniinni learn- 
ing. Be found that mynah 
birds imitated, whether they 


were rewanled or not Imfla- 
tii;kw Tiiarift evolutionary sense- 
and Brian, typically, devel-. 
< 9 ed a liz^ with the superfi- 
cially unconnected phmican- 
eha' of groap formation and 

crowd behaviour. However, hie 
ftn i n ri tlka* human fflofiiers 
imitated their infimta more 
often than the. reverse, so it 
was not .a simple case of an 
hmaia hnman predispositioa 
to imitate. 

. Brian’s .Infliienee' in 

fins fidd vw s^ain fhroi^ 
his aHHnrship of a serfeSr De* 
lerntinonis qf'l/ptoti Beftooiour 

a961-68). A Pex«uin vbhn^ 
NiBio P e/^ j eUlo es in Child De- 
pefopnwnt (1^4), followed. 

The depaztmiezit at Bedford 
Co lle ge , still small on his 
arrival, expanded rapidly, 
hut Brian remained accessi- 
ble to steff and students, and 
maintained a caring and 
foiendly atmosphere. He con- 
tinued to know the students 
well and hte weekly sherry 
parties ensured different 
mixes of personneL 

He was no mean musician 
and OQcasioDally, when suit- 
ably mellowed, hB xn^ht be 
persuaded to accompany 
himwif on the piano, while 
singing some esoterically 
psychological ditties, for 
whlcfo he had composed tbe 
muR»g In his Blrkbeck days. 
His bfii^ mam interest was 
in gardening and he some- 
times r^iaimad that he knew 
more about that than about 
psydudogy — though nobody 
could brieve this. 

He will be remembered 
wifo affection by those who 
worked with him and were 

♦aught by him. 


John Wilding 


Brian Malzard FOss, peycholo- 
gtst, bom October 25, 1921, died 
December 23, 1997 



Foss . . . ’webbed feet’ 


CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


THERE was an error in a 
letter, as faxed to us, from fiie 
Home Secretary, Jack Straw, 
Page 18 yesterd^. It referred 
to the Police Federation when 
it should have said Ptdice 
Foundation. 

ALSO on the Letters page. 
Page IB yesterday, tbe name 
of foe hand, Cbumhawamba, 
was wrongly spelt in a 
cartoon. 

THERE were some mistaken 
references to Bob Brian in a 
report and picture caption on 
Page 7 yesterday. He did not 
appear at Woodstock, which 
took place in 1959 and not 
1987. 

AN INDEX above the mast- 
head, Page 1, Society, Pebn- 


ary ii, referred readers to a 
mental health story on Page 4. 
It was to be found on I^ge 9. 

IN A column on the Ecouom- r 
ics page. Page 17. February 9, 
inflation forecasts from Mar- 
tin Weale and Garry Young 
were attributed to foe Insti- 
tute for Economic AEfeirs. 
Weale and Young in feet work 
for foe National Institute of 
Economic and Social 
Research (NIESR). 

It is the polky of the Guardian 
to correct errors as soon as 
possible. Readers may contact 
the office qf the Readers’ Edi- 
tor, Ian Mayes, by tei^thoning 
027i 239 9589 between Horn 
and 5pm, Monday to Friday. 
Fax: Oiri 239 9897. E-mail: 
readat&guardian.co.uk 


A life on the road 


T he /toUghffliiiy eccen- 
tric Roiy Wasoo, w2io 
has died aged 90. was 
during his life a pro- 
fessor of archaeology, a 
farmer and a bus driver. He 
also wrote Rebel Scotland — a 
radical interpretatloa of Scot- 
tish history. 

WasoD was bom In Cosstng- 
ton. Somerset. His fether was 
a rear-admiral and his mother 
died nursing the wounded in 
France during foe first world 
war. This backgraund, as well 
as two Scottish Liberal MPs as 
forebears, engendered a 
rather cosy conservatism, but 
also a love of Scotland, — Wa- 
son was brought Up in Aber- 
deenshire after bis mother's 
death. 

After attending Rugby 
school, he wexU to Cambridge, 
where his political thinking 
underweiit a fhndamestal 
change, moving .towards 
MarxisoL ife graduated frith a 
first-class hooours degree 
(w^ distinction) In Latin. 
Greek aiul Ancient History 
and went to Canada as profes- 
sor of arcbaeolfigy at tbe Uni- 
versity of Toronto. He 
returned after a year, and 
tau^ briefly in Edinburgb 
bribre, in the late 1330s. be- 
coming a RkiTied lens grinder 
at Barr & Stioud in Glasgow. 

White there, he became a 
shop steward and set up the 
most efficient socialist net- 
work seen on CisFdeside. This 
was followed by an unsuceass- 
fiil stint as a fruit fermer in 
Sanerset In 19S3, Roly 
came works for Ri- 


chards & Timrue a Hartlepool 
angmeeriog ni-m Tbe com- 
pany fell victim to tbe reces- 
sion of tbe I9S05 and Roly and 
his wife became bus conduc- 
tors for West Hartlepool Cor- 
poration Transport Roly de- 
lighted tbe passengers, 
especially the difldren, wifo 
his stories and poems, whidi 
subsequently hp«amp tbe raw 



Wasm. . .lessons on tbe Net 

material for his delightful 
bookBusmook Vtav. 

It was on a visit to Edin- 
burgh that be met Mai^erita; 
they itioped on January 7. 1935 
and wore married in Gretna 
Grem. To appease discon- 
certed p^nts, they were mar- 
ried again in a register office 
and «ice ^ain in church. 
This imorthodca start seems 
to have worked for them and 
they were parted only by 
Margbertta's death 57 years 
later. 

Tbe couple became avid 
travellers and campers, ex- 


ploring most of Eastern 
Europe, Greece and tbe Bal- 
kans in a series of eldetiy cairs 
and disreputable teits. They 
came to be known as much ixy 
Albanian brigands as by tbe 
inteUigentsla of Greece, and 
earned tbe respect of all who 
knew foem. After the second 
world war, and now with 
three young sons, they 
repeated many of their earlier 
Journeys, this time managing 
to pack everyone into a motor- 
cycle and sidecar. 

Roly and Margherita 
returned to teaeiitwg for the 
last 15 years of their working 
lives before retiring to Coss- 
Ingttm. He was a man who 
never gave up either leamine 
new lessons or imparting 
what be had Jeamt to others. 
Dtiring his retirement. Roly 
conrioded his theory of the 
lessons to be learnt from his- 
tory in his paraUes The Sons 
of War. He was just beginning 
to communicate this meAs age 
to correspoDdents on foe In- 
ternet via tbe emnputer he ac- 
quired on his 90th birthday. 

Roly will be miwwri for his 
stimulating conversations, his 
wisdom, his extraordinary 
breadth oTleaining and nnder^ 
standing, but above all fbr his 
compassioa and his love for 
his fellow man. He Is survived 
by his three sons. 


Rev NW Steel 


Cathcart Roland Wason, archae- 
ologist, lens grinder, bus driver 
and writer, tern April 2, 1907: 
died January 6, 1998 


Birthdays 


Michael Attenborough, ex- 
ecutive producer. Royal 
Shakespeare Company, 48; Dr 
David Atterton. chaitman, 
(jtunness Mahon Holdings. 71; 
David Banks, former editor. 
Daily Mirror, 50; Caroline 
Slakistoii. actress, 6S; r.iaiw 
Brady, football manage r. 42; 
Prof Derek Burke, nutrition- 
ist, 68; Jacqueline Clarke, 
actress. 56; Brian Deacon, ac- 
tor, 49; Prof Janet Pinch, 
sociologist, vice-chancellor, 
Keele University, 52; Baron- 
ess Flather, vice-chairman. 
Refugee Council, 64; Peter Ga- 
briel, rock artist. 49; Dr 
David HessayoD. horticul- 
tural auttior, 70; John Hea- 
ley, Labour MP, 38; Beate 
Klarsfeld, war crimes investi- 
gator. 69; Prof Lo3!d Lewis of 
Newnham, chemist, warden. 
Robinson College. Cambrid^. 
70; John McAllion, Labour 
MP, SO; Keith Nl^ols, jazz 
pianist, 53; Elm Novak, ac- 
tress, 65; Lord (John) Pey- 
ton, 79. and Lord (Francis) 
Pym, 76, former Conservative 
ministers; Oliver Reed, actor, 
60 ; Margaretta ScotL actress, 
86; George Segal, actor. 64 ; 
Donald Sumpter, actor, 55 ; 
Jean-Jacqnes ' Servan- 
Schreiber. editor and and 
French politician, 74. 
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BDBMAILMtaUa(nB.onfoliniary lim 
1990. OBed 84 Om lata hUun» 

EMman. U.P. Lotaig and boloitad rnaSm 
qI Sonio and NaiBShB. DavMod qma. 
maOw, adortiM grata arandmoihw char. 

I^Slh Febntarv at Busbay .Mwlsli Cameim 
Bushev, Harta. Mamerlal serveTtaiBa 
snnwnesd. No flemrs. Oonailana u cimb 
su s Waaiimnuar Hoapilal 8ch<^ 
Lawn. 

PTPJj ^-VO ur amoitaecntanl Mtaphone 
0171 4567 or MX OITt ns 4129 DqMuwi 

tani and 3pm Moiii^iri. 
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i^siiies its 
price for 
^■Hiel link 
ue 
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Lender 
forced 
to cut 



MMOour 

industrial Editor 

yester. 

controls o^?iS*^eulatory 
operation I and 

riSng to t£ 

iJlss 

Mheme in which a high^JS 
from St Pancras, north 
^ndon. to the tunnel would 
be built for £5.4 billion, ° 

*K?i? 7°®''^, would take 
the link only half-way to Lon- 

toi, cu^g only 15 minutes 
g? journey time to and 
fknm Pans by Eurostar rather 
than the half hour origittally 
promised by the foundering 
uindon & Continental Rail- 
ways consortium 
MR has unta the end of 
^is month to find new i 
backers for its project and i 
convince John Presrott, Dep- i 
Prime Minister and 
Tran^wrt Secretary, it is via- i 
ble. But analysts dismtae thla 1 
and a renewed offer by Euro- ( 
the Kvaerner-led consor- • 
dmn that lost out to LCR in i 
the original bidding process c 
as ’'hopelessly unviable." t 

Railtrack said yesterday \ 
that the future ofthe rail link, s 

"as One of the largest railway < 
schemes seen in the UK this d 
century," was of si gnifican t o 
interest and It had the finan- b 
cial resoiuces and manage- n 
raent expertise to assist — o 
^ougb its priority remained tc 
its £L2bjQ]jon a year invest- fir 
meat programme. tt 


w« iiailtrack 

r- 

ss track 

1? f^^^!eS)nal‘’prS^ 

“ returns cannot be got with 

>f the current number 

1* '^eto any plans ibr the Govern- 

y meat toffee it." saifoSr 

e canvassed 

9 U?^Ra^f^®^^®”S^latorto 

I ®ake better 

returos on its existing net- 

8 SSf to PbU«e- 

^e. The existing regulatory 
regime runs out in 2001 but 

I ^ revenues 

I tor much longer. I 

I 25 train operating com- 1 

l^es and passengers would. 

It was pointed out, bear the 
□urden of cost involved in I 
such a deal — rather fhaw tax- 

payereasawbole. 

Th^ might cause problems 
for ^Prescott but is seen in 
the City as a solution likely to 
“P“Jiand support from the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown It ‘ 
then pave the way for 
Railtrack to secure its objec- 
nve of taking over responsi- 
bility tor running the tracks, i 
si^alling and stations on the i 
debt-laden London Under- t 
ground on a similar basis. ( 

Railtrack ofiQcials last ( 
confirmed that the regulatoty I \ 
review was uppermost in the I 
company’s considerations. I s 
•*We would have to bear that t 
in mind. What we have got to 
do Is to see whether irs a via- o 
I ble proposition for us before h 
! we commit ourselves," they a 
said. 

• The Government last night I 
dismissed reports that It ai 
conld be forced to pick iq> the ct 
bin for £420 million trf bor- 1 vi 
rowings accumulated by LCR. 2. 
Officials said the four credi- 1 st 
tor banks would be repaid in 
from Eurostar proBts over 
the next decade. O 



Rupert Jones 


T housands qt custom- 
ers of a controversial 

mortgage company will 
benefit after the Off i ce of Fair 
'^'reding forced it to abandon 
Oppressively high interest 
rates and massive early 
red^ption penalties. 

City Mortgage Corporation 
borrowers. Including some 
toeing action, make 
"substantial" savings as a 
result ofthe changes. 

_ CMC targets people on low 
incomes and those with poor 
credit ratings, and has fre- 
quently been criticised for 
using dual interest rates, 

I where the mortgage repay- 
I ments rise dramatically if the 
customer misses a payment, 
and imposing exorbitant pen- 
alties for early redemption of 
loans. 

The new terms represent an 
essential step towards r^uc- 
ing the "considerable detri- 
ment" suffered by CMC cus- 
tomers, said OPTS director- 
general, John Bridgeman. 

The changes, which will 
r^ove "unfair" penalties 
from loan agreements, apply 
to an CMC loans taken out be- 
fore August 1, 1997. The com- 
pany, based in Watford, Hert- 
fordshire, had alr^dy agreed 
to stop writing new Inana 
using the unfair terms from 
this date. 

' Previously, when a bor- 
rower m iss ed a repayment, 
they were switched to an 16 
per cent rate of interest in- 
stead of the usual "conces- 
sionary" rate of 9.9 per cent 
Under the new system, the 
hi^er rate is now 12.4 per 
cent and this win be imposed 
only when a borrower is three 
months’ behind with their 
payments. It will then fell 
back again once the arrears 
are paid. 

The changes affect about 
11.600 of CMC’s 38,000 borrow- 
ers. The company is said to 
have started several hundred 
court hearings against cus- 
tomers since It came into 
being in May 1995, and admits 
to having repossessed 215 
homes. 

Mr Bridgeman said: “The 
severity of the double penal- 
ties in CMC mortgages was 
unacceptable." 

A company spokesman 
said: "This agreement with 
the OFT marks a milpoton e in 
CMC's on-going review of 
business practices. CMC can 
now concentrate on meeting 
demand from borrowers in a 
sector that continues to 
expand." 
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Branson takes full control of Virgin Cola 

Julia Finch I specialises _in | and ihouAt the cola would 1 drink for Viivin hnr «« /vw._ i 1 * ^ 


R ichard Branson's Vir- 
gin Group has taVan 
toll control of the Vir- 
gin Cola operation after a dis- 
pute over sfrat^ with its 
former equal partner Cott 
Corporation. 

Mr Branson’s cola brand, 
which was launched in a 
blaze of publicity in 1994, has 
I so tor foiled to meet his ambi- 
tions sales targets. 

The Virgin chief wanted his 
cola to overtake Pepsi, which 
has 17 per cent cf the market, 
as the nation’s number two 
brand. 

But three and a half years 
after laundi It has juk A7 per 
cent of the market, and in No- 
vember last year slumped to a 
2.3 per cent share when Pepsi 
started an aggressive market- 
ing campaign. 

Virgin’s dilute with Cott 
Coipc^tion. a Canarijan com- 


pany which specialises in 
malrijis own-brand coia« for 
supermarkets, is centred on 
Virgin’s deteimination to 
build an upmarket, premium 
international brand. 

Cott. it is understood, be- 
lieves Mr Branson has no 
chance of attaining that goal 


and liiou^t the cola would 

achieve greater sales if it was 
cheaper. 

The disagreement over 
strategy prompted Cott to 
ofibr its 50 per cent stake in 
the venture to Virgin. The Ca- 
nadian company wOl con- 
tinue to manufacture the 


I drink for Virgin but its con- 
tract has not yet been ex- 
tended beyond the end of this 
year. 

Yesterday Nick ifirkhride, 
managing director of Vh^ 
Cola, said the split was "a 
deal that suited both parties. 
We were increasing two dif- 


Doctor’s cure perks up Cadbury 


S hares in Cadbury 
Schweppes rose yes- 
terday as the company 
revealed strong sales fig- 
ures for its soft drinks busi- 
ness in the United States 
market, unites Jiilia Finch. 

The group's Dr Pepper 
brand grew by aronnd 80 
per cent more than the 
marke t average and figures 
for its key 7 brand show 
that a wonyijDg decline in 
Its sales could be slovrin?. 


The 7 Up brand h»g been 
battered by competition 
from Sprite, aiid Cadbury 
had to relannch It with a 
new advertising eampnipn 
to prevent it continuing to 
lose market share. 

Yesterday’s figures show 
the worst may be over. 
Sales were down 2 per cent 
in the first nine mntitiio, 
but held steady fo the final 
three months. 

Among Cadbury's other 


US brands. Its ftmit-fla- 
voored Dr Pepper -was the 
star. WhUe the total US 
market for soft drinks 
climbed 8 per emit. Dr Pep- 
per grew 6 per cent. 

Cadbury’s results, which 
pushed the company’s 
shares up 12.Sp to 727p, 
came as new figures on the 
958 billion US soft drinks 
market were published. 
They showed Coca-Cola Co 
now has 43.9 per cent. 


ferent bosinessea When we 
set up they were in expansive 
mode. Since th en they have 
changed." 

A spokesman for Cott sa id : 
"Virgin wants to build its 
brand name, whereas we are 
focused on retaOer-branded 
soft drinks, and Vixgin is not 
a retailer." 

One third cl Virgin Cola’s 
sales come firam Tbsco. At the 
time of launch the super- 
market group adopted the 
Branstm brand as its own “in- 
' house" premium labeL But It 
has since introduced its own 
Tesco American-style cola to 
rival the Virgin brand. 

Details of Virgin’s split 
with Cott comes only just 
after Mr Branson’s company 
withdrew its Viigin Vodka 
brand flrom retailers after 
slow sales. 

It will now be sold mainly 
throu^ duty free shops anri 
into pubs and clubs through a 
wholesaler. I 


Treble 
trouble 
trips up 
Shell 

Paulina Spring ertt 


Genetic 
engineer 
gathers 
more seed 


News in brief 


Mark Tran in New York 
and Roger Cowe 



m 



870 UK jobs facing 
axe in BICC revamp 

non programme. The UK revamp consists of two deals, both 

moving rival group Ddta. The first involves BICC buying 
Sv*® ® ^PPerrod mill and enamelled irire business for 

£17.8 milliimThto wm resuk m the closure of the Delia rod mill 

^ S^®®****T in Enfibld, north London, with the 

k)ss of 220 jobs. Production win be concentrated at BICC's 

factories in Merseyside. 

deal, which most be approved by the Office of 

TTadtog, invol^ a swap between Delta and BICC of some 

c^le operatons. BICC is to concentrate on the produc- 
tion o^dusM cable, Triille Delta will focus on the mamSc- 
tureofbulldix^ wire cable. 

minion to acquire Delta’s industrial 
cable busin^MK In Enfield, Swansea and Derby. Delta will 
acquiret^^ICC building wire business at Wrexham, as wen 

I Th^dian^arelikelytoleadtothelossorafurtherSSO 
because^ deal U likely to result in the closare of cable 
toctones at Enfield, Derby. Swansea and Wrexham. BICC’s 
shares were unchanged at 139V4p. _ Pou/ine S^ringett 


Busy BAA flying high 


January, according to the aiiports authority. The seven BAA 
afr POtt s. which inriudeBritam’s busiest, Heathrow and Gatwick. 
recordeda^ per cent rise in passenger txaffic over the month. 

Arecoven' in the Asian market accounted for much of the 
growth. After tolling in November and Decanber during the 

ffnancia l turmoa. Asian travd recovered in January, tho rntnpa - 

nrs finance director. RusseD Wans, said he expected the Asian 


Go for a meal and 


Western people to travel there but added that the market could 
drop again toter this y^.—CZiarfoteZ^ewy 


Bid puts Watmoughs on a high 

THE vdue of Watmoughs soared nearly 20 per cent to £219 mil- 

liOQ yesterday after the printing group said it bad received an 
rqquroacb which might pronq f a cash bid h^her than the 
£188 million made by ^ebecor Printing of Canaia iast 
December. 

The Bradford-based group -r which mints for five of the UK’s 

seven national newspapers — said the approach nd^t lead to 
an "substantially in excess" c^SOOp per share — ahead of 

the 2S7p a share from Quebecor. 

Hie Canadian ofitor has since been put on hold awaitii^ a 
decision on whether or not to refer the oSbr to file Monopolies 
and Metgers Commission. Watmou^’ shares rose 46 to 

■ 32£^. ■— TbnyMay 


Northern Rock rate down 

NOfCiMiiucWROCgvesteniayanDOiinoedplanstatrimitestan. 
dard home loan rate bv 0.2 per cmLdeqrfte the tenknfBn gfamri 'ff 
warning that the next move in interest rates was Ukely to be up. 

Ihe Newcastle-based groiv has reduced Its mortgage rate to as 
pa: caft immediatdy fbr new bomiwers and from i^uil 1 for 

existing boirowgs. provided base rates do not go up next month 

Repaymoits on a £50,000 interest only loan will ton by £7B0 to 

£329l90. 

Tbe Halifax the UK'S biggest mortgage provider, and the 
Nationwide Bulldmg Sode^p have DO plans to chan^ dieir rates. 
Adam Apptegarth. Northern Rock executive director, bdie^ tt 
was difficult to be dear about \ihat was haf^tening to muferlyli^ 
base rales. He said: ■’However, based on the current level, it seans 
to us a good time to provide ageneral fillip." — Twase Hiffikr 


of wine that’s full 
bodied, fruity 
and playful on the 

palate. 


The Observer 


Starting this Saodgy, collect 2 tokens on consecutive weeks and 
get a free bottle of vine (worth £9) in any Slug & Lettnce bar. 
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Stoned by the crows: MEPs 
new palaces cost a billion 


a>iih«n D « t a » In 


D emocracy may be 
the least bad form of 
poUtlcal accountabil- 
ity, but in Europe it 
certainly does not come 
ch^p. As for as the European 
Ihilcm is cmicemed, it dwells 
in marble halls with a price 
tag of a billion pounds. 

Belgium’s King Albert n 
fhnnany inaugurated a new 
paclianieot for the European 
Union in Brussels yesterday. 
The l&etmrey, gleaming xdate- 
giass complex cost £750 mil- 
lion and has 2,600 oSices. The 
debating chamber will be 
used by MEPs for about six 
daysayear. 

Just 280 mfles down the 
road, in Strasbouzg, ttiey are 
potting the finishing touches 
to another parHatnaw^- build- 
ing for the EO, to be opened 

lalwrtiig a imimar . 

tt is costing £3S0miIUon, 
has 1,133 offices and its debat- 
ing chamber will be used hy 


Fig trees tower oyer nfnrfaie iwgidg ttie spacious Brussels 


building 


PHOTOGRAPH: NATHAiEKouuecHeR the Same MEPs for 12 weeks a 


I year. To ferry between the 
I two requires a fleet of pan- 
technicons twice a month at a 
cost of £80 million a year. 

The Strasbourg effort win 
replace an existing patlia- 
iQioit building which dates an 
foe way back to 1977 and so is 
dearly out of date. 

“Never mind,** a French 
nffiriai wss ovaheard saying 
yesterday. “When we open our 
boildinft do It mudi bet- 

ter. We*n get Chirac alatg.** 
‘There has been quite a 
competition between Stras- 
bonrg Brussels,” said 
Tory MEIP James Provan. 
*Tt*s a case ot oompeCztiye 

“Of course ljcii]fong*8 
expensive but compare It 
with the Mlllennlnm Dome; 
foaFs coat everyone in Brit- 
ain about £12 a head This 
win cost about £3 each and 
hcpeftilly foe European Par- 
liament will be around for 
rafom: longer.” 

The Brussels parliament 
building Has rooms for 1,000 
MEPs — of whom there are 


only 626 at present ^ — to ac- 
commodate EU odargement 
IzrtD eastern Emc^ 

Each MEP*s office is 
equipped a shower (at a 
cost of £7,000), (£2,000). 

80-ehannel tdevisiott, com- 
puter with loternet access, 

a fre e triapViftn a 

Labour MSP fflyn Ford ad- 
mitted: *Tt is an rafoer spleor 
did but 1 never asked for a 
shower and there are mmy 
better things we could have 
9 ent aD. nimey oo.” 

If your elected representa- 
tive ever tear HimaATf 
away, he can stroll (town 
acres of oorridors as wide as a 
dual carriageway, admiring 

rtio Shope, HnnVa an/< reStSl> 

rants jerotflded. 

Ihe Dutch MEP FLorus WU- 
senbeek has already been 
warned against riding his bi- 
eycle around bunding to 
get firnn one for-flung meet- 
ing to another. 

hi order to forestall ridi- 
cule, foe parllamsit tempo 
ratlly barred television cam- 
eras from 'Wiming mairia the 


bnilding — especially the 
showers. But cutting off foe 
oxygen of pulilicity was more 
than foe MEPs could stand. 
There is to be a rapid reaction 
unit to deflect malicious and 
ill-informed criticism instead. 

The foot foat Enro^ now 
haa two partiamenta (it actu- 
ally has a foird, halforay bo 
: tween the other two in Lux- 
I emboorg, but they’ve only 
' ever used that once) can be 
i put down to French bloody- 
' Tninitarinaae. 

1 In oT Strasbourg’s 

right to assemblies, foe 

French threedened to block 
foe last Euro p e a n elections 
imtil foey got a guarantee of 
12 sessions a year there. 

The new Brussels parlla- 
: fwari* line already teeth- 
' Ing trouldes. Many of foe 
i gt«M panels in the roof have 
already been shattered, report 
tedly by foe beaks of local 
> crows or foe stones foey drop 
I as foey vainly seek access to 
: the greenery growing inside. 

! So for, theirs has been foe 
; most efocnent protest 
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Bravo 




Bravo HLX 

• Remote control central locking 
and alarm. 

■ Power steering. • ABS. 

• Electric sunroof and mirrors. 

• 6 speaker radio-cassette. 

• Heated seats. 

• Bravo range from £10,780. 


Finance 

Enavlea 

Braro 1.4S 

BnvolAHLX 

(McolUo) 

Cadi Prioet 

810,780.23 

8X4,195.96 

Depecit 

82.176.23 

82.783.96 

Deposit w 
Amount Financed 

20% 

S8.604.00 

20% 

811,4X2.00 

36 Monthly 
Rspaynenta 

8239.00 

8317X>0 

Ibtal AmoonC 
Fayable 

8X0,780.23 

814,195.96 

APR% 

0.0% 

0.0% 


This’ll put a smile on your foce. You can buy 
a stunning Fiat Bravo for a mere 20% deposit. 
What Gar? Magazine agrees and boasts 
**There isn’t a more stylish car in the class”. 

Gall 0800 71 7000, http;/Avww.Bat.co.uk 
or visit your local Fiat dealer for more 
information. 


FIAT BRAVO 

ate CAR SHOWN FWTBTUWO IS HlXAr£l4.tSSS«ONTHER0AD (WITH t^MlJCRANT). VnCEFiajUDeS £00 FOROeMRrTODM£ftNU«aPtArES,WA^O 12 nONT>« RCWP 

SES GOfNC TO PRESS 2(VI2/?7 OWm ENOS 2W2/9a OK flNANg Offgl BEQUWB A IWSMUM DgOSH' OF 20X. AWJLABLE TO ANIQAB ACED IS ANO Cf^ SUC|6Cr TO S WUS TH5 OFFBt CANNOT K U5S) IN 
CO^M'IC710NV^flTHA^^rO^«OffalAaLJARANTCEA^O(OR»«BV«^TT^WB6RE(^JIIBnVS«^B^QUOW^O^e«lWlAaEONI«lLaW^^ IR»9.a>t'«lJRGH&H|2Sirw 







Figures of fun 


I NewEnropean 
Parliament, Brussels 

I □ 750-seat chamber 

□ 350-seat visitors* 
gallery 

□ 78 meeting rooms 

□ 2,600 offices 

□ 1,500 parking spaces 

□ Cost: £746 mfUi on 

□ Use: Committee 
meetixigs most weeks and 
six full meetings, each 
lasting one day, each year 

New European 
Parliament, Strasbourg 

New complex opening 
this yean □ 750-seat 
chamber (room for 
expansion to 1,000) 


□ 1,133 offices 

□ 100 meeting rooms 

□ Six restaurants and six 
bars 

□ Cost: £350 million 

□ IJse: 12 week-long 
parliamentary sessions 
each year 

□ Distance between two 
parliaments: 280 miles. 
Parliamentary 
secretariat and library 
based in Luxembourg, 140 
miles from both, has 
parliamentary chamber, 
used once, in 1986 

□ Cost of moving 
between Brussels and 
Strasbourg: £80 million a 


w 
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liter a 


Guardian Crossword No 21,197 


Set by Pledge 


Across 


, 1 They getinto jams when 
first boy wanders ^ 

5 Seasoned to lose a penny to 
gain a pound? 1 down 

9 Br^ns press bosses? (8) 

10 Where to find 15s? GolcfS 
leading foe way 

12 Self-pioclaimed 

exterminator lacked style 
when caught out C5) 

ia Blooffling Queen, running 
around! (9) 

14 Model supporter of false 
teeth seen in Vbgue (7,5) 

14 Art stole biro, knocked off 
erasers (12) 

21 ,26 Organising a couch to 
receive overdue spectators’ 
circle? Sweet! ^,6) 

23 Despatch as AHah ordained 
(5) 

24 Let in wonky naR? Half a 
quid! (6) 

as Rsh swallowed us men. 
horribly devoured (8) 

26 See 21 

27 State briefly: "Heartless 
lady, with decoration " (8) 


anDQaaa 

nn^annsD 
□□asL3 □□□□□□□□□ 
annsnnnQ 
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